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I. VIRGINIA. 



PF, rio;d t. 



The Virginia Company were tlie first to take Bteps relative to the ea- 
tabliahmentof BchofiU in tlieEiigllah colonies of America. In a letter 
written to tlie authorities of the infant settlement Bt Jamestown, on No- 
vembor IS, 1618, tliey use those words : " Whereas, hy a special grant 
and license from his Majesty, a general eontribution over this realm hath 
been made for tbe building and planting of a college for the training up of 
the cliildren of those infidels in trne i-eligion, moral virtue, and civility, 
and for other godliness, we do therefore, according to a former grant 
and order, hereby ratify and confirm and ordain that a convenient place 
be chosen and set out for the planting of a university at the said Hen- 
rico in time to come, and that in the mean time preparation be there 
made for the building of the said college for the children of the infidels, 
according to such instructions as we shall deliver. And we wil! 
aad ordain that ten thousand acres, partly of the land they impaled, 
and partly of the land within the territory of the said Heni-ico, he 
allotted and set out for the endowing of the said uuiversity and 
college with convenient possessions," 

A week after the date of this communication, a ripe scholar in Eng- 
land, file Rev. Thomas Lorkin, siibseqiientlj' distiDguislied as secretary 
of the English embassy in Trance, writes to an aeqnaintauee: "A 
good friend of mine proposed to. me within three or four days a con- 
dition of going over to Virginia, where the Virginia Company means 
to erect a college, and imdertakes to procure me good aPBurance of 
£200 a year, aud if, I shall find there any ground of dislike, liberty 
to return at pleasure." 

The offer, after due consideration, appears not to have been accepted, 
and nothing more was done until the reorganization of the company 
in April, 1619, and the election of Sir Edwin Sandys as its presiding 
officer. 



,y Google 



4 EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN VIROINTA. 

By his integrity, patriotism, scholarship, and great administrative 
talent, he infused new life into the expiring society, and associated 
with him Nicholas Ferrar, the honorahle merchant of Londou, Sir 
John Dauvers, the step-father, and Edward Lord Oberbmy, the brother 
of the sweet poet, George Herbert, also the Earl of Southampton, who 
in early life extended a helping hand to a poor boy that is said to have 
held horses for genderaen at the doors of play-houses, and became 
Shakspeare, theportrayer of all the varied emotions of the soul, whose 
reputation as a, dramatist has increased in lustre as the centuries hare 
advanced. 

The new managers of the company proceeded to reconstruct Vir- 
ginia with the most liberal views. By their permission the first repre- 
sentative and legislative body in America was convened at Jamestown, 
on July 30, 1619, in the church, the most convenient place they could 
find, the minister of whicti was Mr. Buck. 

During the sessions of this body, which continued until the fourth 
of August, a petition was presented relative to the erection of a uni- 
versity and college. From this period, until the dissolution of the 
Virginia Company the design of a university and college was never 
forgotten. 

The collections taken np by order of tlie King for a college in 
1619 amounted to dfi2,043 2s. 12^d., and at a meeting of the company 
on May 26th, Siv Edwin Sandys, as treasurer, propounded to the court 
" a thing worthy to be taken into consideration for the glory of God 
and honor of the company, forasmuch as the King, in his most gi-acious 
favour, hath granted his letters to the several bishops of his kingdom 
for the collectiug of moneys to erect and baild a college in Vii^nia for 
the training and bringing up of infidels' children to the true knowledge 
of God and underetanding of righteousness. He conceived it the 
fill I-.-, that as yet they should not build the college, but rather for- 
bear awhile, and begin first with the advances they have to provide 
and settle an annual I'evcnue, and out of that to begin the erection of 
said college. And for the performance hereof also moved that a cer- 
tain piece of land be laid out at Henrico, being the place formerly re- 
solved on, which should be called the college land, and for the planting 
of the same send presently fifty good persons, to be located thereon, and 
to occupy the same." 

On June 14, IKl!), it was moved by Mr. Trodsnrer, "that the court 
would take into consideration to appoint a committee of their gentle- 
men and other of his Majesty's counsel for Virginia concerning the 
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college, being a weighty busiuesa, and so great l.liat an account of 
their proceedings therein miiBt he given to the State. Upon which 
the court, upon deliberate consideration, have recommended the rare 
trust unto the right worthy Sir Dudley Digga, Sir John Danvere, 
Sir Nalh. Kich, Sir Jo. WoUtenholme, Mr. Deputy Ferrar, Mr. Dr. 
Anthony, and Mr. Dr. Gulson, to meet at auch time aa Mr. Treasui-ev 
shall order thereto." 

Oq June the 24th the committee by the last court appointed for the 
college having met, as they were dosii'e<l, delivered over their proceed- 
ings, which the court allowe-d, being tliis tViat foUoweth : 

'' A note of what kind of men and most fit to be sent to Virginia iu 
the next intended voyage of tranaporting one hundred men. 

"A minister to hfi cntei'tained at the yearly allowance of forty pounds, 
and to have fifty aeies of land for him and his forever ; to he allowed 
hia transportation and his man's at the company's charge, and ten 
pounds \a furnish himself witliall, 

"A captain thought fit, to be considered of, to take ehai'ge of aucU 
people as are to bo phnted on the college land. 

"All the people at this first sending, except aome soon to be sent as 
well for planting the college and public land, to be single men, unmar- 
ried. 

" A warrant to be made and directed to Sir Thomas Smith for the 
payment of the collection money to Sir Edwin Sandys, treasurer, 
and that Dr. Gulatone shall be entreated to present nnto my Lord 
Primate of Oanterbm7 such letters to be signed for tlie speedy pay- 
ing of the moneys from every diocese which vc: !■ u'-^i.i iiii)r\i(l. 

"The several sorts nf l.r;ulr-'i"''ii »"■!'■ :!■ ■ '. ■ i- . ■■ /■ land: 

smiths, c^trpcnters, b:icLl.-ivcrs, tir.if '. v-< ■■ ',-.■■ ■' " i, l.';i;k- 

m,'iker3. 

"And whereas, accoaling to ihe s!.i!i/1;fi^ d-.U-. k"vci> w^;-,- i)io?cn by 
the court to he of the committee for the college, the fviJd «:-\i-f iillnw- 
ing no more, and, inasmuch as Mr, John Wrotli came in error to be 
left out, he is therefore now desired to he an assistant with them, and 
to give them meeting at such time and place as is agreed of." 

At a meeting of the company held in London, at Mr. Ferrar's house, 
on July 21, 1019, the Earls of Southampton and Warwick, Sir 
Thomas Gates, and others being present, the following anonymous let- 
ter was read : 
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" SiK Edwin Sandys, Treasurer of Virginia : 

" Good luck in the name of the Lord, who is daily magnified hy the 
experiment of yonvzeal and piety in giving beginning to the foimtla- 
tioa of the college in Virginia, sacred work due to Heaven and ao longed 
for on earth . 

"Now know we assuredly that the Loi-d will do you good and bless 
you iu all your proceedings, even as He blessed the house of Obed 
Edom and all that pertaiaeth unto hira because of the ark of Gtod; 
Now that you seek the kingdom of God, all things shall be ministered 
unto you. ' This I well see already, and perceive that by your godly 
determination the Lord hath given you favor ia the sight of all His 
people, and I know some whose hearts are much enlarged because of 
the house of the Lord our God to procure you wealth, which greater 
designs I have presumed to outrun with tliis oblation, which I humbly 
beseech you may be accepted as the pledge of my devotion, and as 
an earnest of the power which I have vowed unto the Almighty God 
of Jacob concerning this thing, which till I may in part perform I desire 
to remain unknown and unsought after. 

"The things are these : acomtniinioucup with the ewer and vase; a 
ti-encber plate for the bread ; a carpet of crimson velvet ; a linen 
damask cloth," 

On Wednesday, November 17, 1619, at a great and general quar- 
terly meeting of the Virginia Company, the treasurer referred to the 
instructions sent out by the flew governor of the colony, Sir George 
Teardley, by which were to be selected ten thousand acres of laud for 
the university to be planted at Henrico, of which one thousand was 
reserved for the college for the conversion of infidels. 

On December ist, " It was propounded that in consideration of 
some pnblic gifts given by sundry persons to Virginia, divers presents 
of chureh plate and other ornaments, two hundied pounds already 
given toward building a church, and five hundred pounds promised by 
another toward the educating of infidels' children, that, for the honor 
of God, and memorial of such good benefactors, a tablet might hang io 
the court with their names and gifts inserted, and the ministers of 
Virginia and the f^ommer islands may have intelligence thereof, that for 
their pious works they may recommend them to God in their prayers ; 
which generally was thought very fit and expedient." 

On February 2, 1619-20 : " A letter from an unknown pei'son was 
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read, directed to the treasurer, promiaiiig five Iiundced pounds for the 
educating and bringing np infidels' children in Christianity, which Mr. 
Treasurer, not willing to meddle therewith alone, desired the court to 
appoint a select committee for the managing and employing of it to 
the best purpose. They made choice of : Lord Pagett, Sir Tho. Wroth, 
Mr. J. Wroth, Mr. DepBtie, Mr. Tho. Gihbs, Dr. Winstone, Mr. 
Bamfouvde, and Mr. Keightley. 

The copy of the Utter. 

"Sir ; Tour charitable endeavour for Virginia hath made you a fafher, 
me a favourer of those good works which, although heretofore hath 
come neai- to give birth, yet for want of strength could never be 
delivered, (envy and division dashing these younglings even in the 
womb, ) until your helpful hand, with other favorable pei'sonagea, gave 
them both birth and being, for the better prosecuting of which good 
and pious work, seeing many casting gifts into the treasury, 1 am encour- 
aged to tender my poor mite; and nhbough I cinnot with the princes 
of laaaker bring gold and silver covering, yet offer you what I c^n 
some goats' hair, necessary stuff for the Ijord k tibemaele protesting 
hero ia my sincerity, without Papistical merit or Phanaaica] applause, 
wishing fi-om my heart as much unity in youi honorable undertaking 
ns there ja sincerity in my designs, to' the fnitheianee of which gtod 
work, the converting of infidels to the faith of Clnist I promised by 
my good friends d£500 for the maintenance of a convenient nnmbei of 
young Indiana taken at the age of seven years, 01 youngci and initrucf ed 
in the reading and understanding the principles of Christianity unto the 
age of twelve years, and then as occasion ahoweth to be tiaincd and 
brought up in some lawful trade with al! humanity ind genileneaa until 
the age of one and twenty yeais, and then to enjoy like Iibcities and 
privileges vi ith our nati^ e English m that place 

"Aud for the better perfoimance theieof you shall leceive ==£50 
more, which shall be delivered into tlie hands of two religious ptrsous 
with certitude of payment, who shall unto eveiy c^uartei examine 
and certify to the tieaaurer here, in England, the due operation of 
these promibcs, togethei wilh the names of tlwe (.hildien thug taken, 
the foster-falbei'' and ovetseeis, not doubting but you are all assuied 
that gifts devoted to God b lemie einnut be diverted to piivate and 
seculnr advantages without sacrilege. If your graver judgments can 
devise a more charitable course for the younger, I beseech you inform 
my friend, with your security for true performance, and my benevo- 
lence shall be always ready to be delivered accordingly. 
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" Tlio greatest courtesy I expect or emve is to conceal my friond's 
name, lest importunity might urge him to betray that trust of service, 
which he hath faithfully promised, who hath moved my heart to this 
good woi'k. I rest, ab famo, 

" DUST AND ASHKS. 

"Sir Edwin Sandys. 

'■ The faithful Treasurer for Virginia." 

On the Bixteenth of February the following was passed : 

" Whereas, at the last coart a special committee was appointed for 
the managing of the ^500 giren by an unknown person for educating 
the infidels' children, Mr. Treasurer signified that tbey have met and 
taken into consideration the proposition of Sir John Wolstenholme, 
that John Peirce and bis associates might have the traiuingand bring- 
ing up of some of these children ; but the said committee, for divers 
reasons, think it inconvenient, first, because they intend not to go this 
two or three months, and then after their arrival will be long in settling 
themselves ; as also that ihe Indians are not ac(|nainted with them, and 
so they may stay four or five years before thty have account that any 
good is done. 

"And for to put it into the bands of private men to bn'ng them up. as 
was by some proposed, they thought it was not so fit, by reason of the 
difScalty unto which it is subject. 

"But foi-asmuch as divers hundreds and particular plantations are 
already there settled, and tlie Indians well acquainted with them, as 
namely, Smith's Hundred, Ilartin's Hundred, Bal'tlett's Hundred, and 
the like, that, therefore, tbey receive and take charge of them, by which 
course tliey shall be sure to be well nurtured and have their due bo 
long as these plantations shall hold ; and for such of the children as 
they find capable of learning shall be put in the college and brought 
np to be Fellows, and such as are not shall be put to trades and be 
brought up in the fear of Gfod and the Christian religion. 

"And being demanded how and by what lawful means they would 
preserve them, and after keep them, that they run not to join their 
parents or friends, and their parents or friends steal them not away, 
which natural affection may inforce in the one and the other, it was 
answered and well allowed that a treaty and agreement be made with 
the King of that country concerning them, which if it so fall out at any 
time, as is expressed, they may by his command be returned. 

"Whereupon Sir Thomas Roe promised that Baitlett's Hundred 
should take two or three, and Mr. Smith to be respondent to the com- 
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pany, and because every hundred may tlie better consider thereof they 
wei-c licensed till Sunday ia the afternoon, at which time they ait at 
Mr, Treaaiii'er's to bring in their answer how many tbey will have, 
and bi'in^ those that will be roipoinh'iit for them, and those tliat others 
wil! Hot lake Mr. TrciLi-urer, in bcha!fof' Snddi'a Hundi-ed, hath prom- 
ised to take into tlicir cliMi-ge." 

'■The Treasurer signified, on February 29 J, "that the corporation of 
Smith's Hundred very well accepted of the charge of infidels' chil- 
drenrc commended unto them by the court, in regard of their good dis- 
position to do good ; but. otherwise, if the court nbail -please w uiks it 
from them tbey will willingly give =£100. And for their M-wo^ntions, 
aithongh they have not yet set them down in wiiling, by reason of 
some things yet to he considered of, they will, so soon as may be, pre- 
pare the same and present it," 

A box standing upon the table with this direction, " To Sir Edwin 
Sandis, tkejaitltfkl Treasurer for Virginia" he acquainted them tlmt 
it waa brought onto him by a man of good fashion, who would neither 
tell him his name nor from whence it came ; biit, hy the subscription 
being the same as the letter, he considered that it might be the ^ooO 
promised them. 

And it being agreed that the box should be opened, there was a bag 
of new gold containing the said sum of dESSO. 

Whereupon Doctor Winstone reporting that the committee had 
requested for the managing thereof, and tbat it should be wholly in 
chai'ge of Smith's Hundred. It waa desired by some that the resolu- 
tion should be presented in writing at the next court, which, in regard 
of the Ash- Wednesday sermon, was agreed to be upon Thui-sday after- 

At a meeting held at the house of Sir Edwin Sandys, on April 9, 
1690, inffilligence was given that Mr. Nicholas Ferrar, elder, being 
translated from this life unto a better, had hy his will bequeathed .f 300 
towards the converting of infidels' children in Virginia, to be paid unto 
Sir Edwin Sandys and Mr, Jo. Ferrar, at such time as, upon certificate 
from there, ten of the said infidels' children shall be placed in the col- 
lege, to be there disposed of by the said Sir Edwin Sandys and Jo. 
Ferrar, according to the true intent of the said willj and tbat in the 
mean [time] till that was performed lie hath tied his execufoi-s to pay 
eight per cent, for the same unto three several honest men in Virginiii, 
(such as the said Sir Edwin Sandys and John Ferrar shall approve 
of,) of good life and fame, that wil! undertake each of them to bring 
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lip oiic of the said childreii in the grounds of Christian religion, thst is 
to say, .^8 yearly apiece. 

About this period Mr. George Thorpe, a gentleman of sterling char- 
acter, of his Majesty's privy chamber, and one of hia council for Vir- 
ginia, sailed for the colony, having been appointed by the company 
deputy to take charge of the college lands. 

At a meeting of the company on l^^ovember 15, 1620, as the reading 
of the minutes of the previous meeting were completed, " a etmngei- 
stepped in," and presented a map of Sir Walter Raleigh's, containing 
a description of Gniaoa, and with the same four great books, as the gift 
of one that deeived his name might not be known. One of these was 
a translation of St. Augustine's City of God ; the others were the works 
of the distinguished Calviniat and Puritan, Mr. Perkins, " which b»oks 
the donor desired might be sent to the college in Yirgiuia, there to- re- 
main in safety to the iiae of the collegiate educators, and not suffered 
at any time to be lent abroad." 

For which so worthy a gift my lorcl of Southampton desrrect the 
party that presented them to return, deserved thanka froiai himself and 
the rest of tiie company to him that had so kindly bestowed them. 

The next year the interest of the company, in establishing schools 
in America was increased by another unexpected donation. 

The Rev.l'atrick Copclaad,* a devout man, like the celebrated and ac- 
eompiiahed Henry Martyn, a century and a half later, became a chaplain 
of the East India Company, and in 1613 arrived at Surat. Thenextyear 
there was sent to England an East India youth, that had been taught to 
read and write by Mr. Oopeland, and he was sent to school by the East 
India Company, " to be instructed in religion, that hereafter he may be 
sent home to convert some of his nation." 

On July 18, 1615, letters were read at a meeting of the East India 
Company from Patrick Copeland, informing them how much the Indian 
youth recommended to his care had profited in the knowledge of the 
Christian religion, so that he is able to render an account of his faith 
and desiring to receive directions concerning his baptism, " being of 
opiuiun that it was fit to have it publicly effected, being the first fruits 
of India." The company instiiicted their deputy to speak with Abbot, 
archbishop of Canterbury, to understand his opinion before they re- 
solved on anything in so weighty a matter. 

Mr. Copeland returning home from India in 1621, met some ships on 
the way to Virginia, and learning the destitution of the New World 
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colony in cliurclieB and schools, lie longed to do tliein good. Tlie 
mode devised for helping them is fully explained in the minntea of 
the Virginia Company. 

At a court held 84th October, 1681, Mr. Deputy aeciiiaiiited the 
court " that one Mr. Copland, a minister lately i-eturned from the East 
Indies, out of aa earnest desire to give some furtherance uato the 
plantation in Virginia, had heen pleased, as well hy his own good ex- 
ample as hy pereuasiou, to atu' up many that came wilh him in the 
ship called the Eoyal Jamea to contribute toward some good work to 
he, begun in Virginia, insorauch that he had already procured a 
matler of some ^70 to be employed that way, and had also writ- 
ten from Cape Bona Spevanza to dipera parties in the East Indies to 
move them to some charitable conti-ihutioa tberennto. So, as he hoped, 
they would see very sliortly his letters would produce some good, 
effect amoii^ them, especially if they might understand in what manner 
they intended to employ the same. It was therefore ordered that a 
committee should be appointed to treat witli Mr. Copland about it. 
And forasmuch as he liad so well deserved of the company by his 
extraordinary care and pains in this business, it was thought fit and 
ordered that he should be admitted a free brother of this company, 
and at the next quarter court it. should be movud that some propor- 
tion of land might be bestowed upon him in gratification of bis worthy 
eudeavoFB to advance this extended work ; and further, it was thought 
fit also to add thereunto a number of some other specitil benefactors 
unto the pliintatioii whose memorial is preserved.. The committee to 
ti-eat with him are these: Mr. Deputy, Mr.. Gibbs, Mr. Nicbolaa 
Ferrar, Mr. Eamforde, Mr. Abra. Chamberlyne, Mr. Roberts, Mr. 

On thela«t of Octobti lb31 Mr Deputy -iigmfi d that, "forasmuch, 
as it wi? reseivcd rmto the companj to determine whether the said 
moiiej ahould le employed towaids the bu Iduig of a church or a. 
ecliocl as afoi(.=ai 1 vfui committee appoiited 1 nc bad conference 
with Ml Copland about it and do hold it ht f i many important 
reasons to employ the said contrjbdtion towaid the erection of a 
public ftee school in V rg ma t jwaids which an tinkt own person hath 
likewise given ^^0 as miy appeal by the leport tl said committee, 
now piesented to be lesd. 

"At a meeting of the committee on. 'ruesda.y, tlie 30th of October, 
1621, present Mr. Deputy, Miv Gilabsj. Mr.. Wrotli,, Mr. AyreSf ^r. 
Kicholas Ferrar, Mr. Kobevts. 



„ Google 



12 EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN VIRGINIA. 

" The said committee meeting tins afternoon to treat with JTr. Cop- 
land touching the dispose of the money given by some of the East 
India Company that came with him in the Royal James, to be be- 
stowed upon some good work for the benefit of the plantation in Vir- 
ginia, the said Mr, Copland did deliver in a note the names of tboae 
that had freely and willingly contributed their moneys hereunto, 
which, money Mr. Copland said they desired might be employed to- 
wards the building either of a church or school in Virginia, which the 
company shotild think fit. And that although the sum of money was 
but a small proportion to perform so great a work, yet Mr. Copland 
said be doubted not but to persuade the East India Company, whom 
he meant to solicit, to make some addition thereunto ; besides, he 
said that he had very effectually wrote (the copy of which letter he 
delivered and was read) to divers factories in the East Indies to stir 
them np to the like contribution towards the performance of this pious 
work, as they had ali-eady done for a church at Wapping, to wliich. 
by his report, they have given about .£400. 

" It being, therefore, now taken into consideration whether a church 
or a school was most necessary, and might nearest agree to the inten- 
tions of the donors, it was considered that forasmuch as each par- 
ticular plantation, as well as the general, either had or ought to have 
a church appropriated unto them, there was therefore a greater want 
of a school than of churches. 

"As also for that it was impossible, with so small a proportion, to 
compass so great a work as the building of a church would requii-e, they 
therefore conceived it most fit to resolve for the erecting of a public free 
school, whicli, being for the education of children and gronnding them 
in the principles of I'eligion, civility of life, and human learning, seemed 
to carry with it the greatest weight and highest consequence unto the 
plantations, as that whereof both church and eommm on wealth take 
their original foundation and happy estate, this being also so like to 
prove a work moat acceptable unto the plantere, through want whereof 
they have been hitherto constrained to send their children from thence 
hither to he taught. 

"Secondly. It was thought fit that the school should be placed in 
one of the four cities, and they conceived that Charles City, oi the 
four, did afford the most convenient place for that purpose, as well in 
respect it roatcbeth with the best in wbolesomeness of air, as also for 
the commodious situation thereof, being not far distant from Henrico 
and otlier particular plant-ations. 
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" It was alan thought fit tliat, in honor of the Eaat Indin benefactors, 
tte same should he called the East India School, who shall have prece- 
dence lie fore any oilinr to [ircseut tlieir children there, to be brought 
np in the viid'mc-iKS of lr:a;niiig. 

"It wan also thought Jit l.bat lliia, as a collegiate or free school, 
should have dependence upon the eoilcge in Virginia, which should 
be made capable to receive scholars from the school into such scholar- 
ships ; and fellowships of said college shall be endowed withal for the 
advancement of scholars as they arise by degrees and desert in learning. 

"That, for the better maintenance of the schoolmaster and usher 
intended there to be placed, it was thought (it that it should be moved 
at the next quarter comt that one thousand acres of land should be 
allotted unto the said school, and that tenants, heeidea an overseer of 
them, should he forthwith sent upon this charge, in the condition of 
apprentices, to manure and cultivate said land ; and that, over and above 
this allowance of land and tenants to the schoolmaster, sucli as send 
their children to the school should give some benevolence unto the 
schoolmaster, for the better increase of his maintenance. 

" That it should be specially recommended to the governor to take 
care that the planters there be stirred up to [mt ilieir heljiiirg hands 
towards the speedy building of the snid i-'iiiofrl, in jcjii-rt ihit iheir 
children are likely to receive the greatest benefit (liccliy, in ilicii- edu- 
cation; and to let them know that those lluit excrJ oliieis in iheir 
bounty and assistance hei-eunto shall be privileged m'h'Ii ilic [ci fer- 
ment of their children to these said schools before others that shall be 
found less worthy. 

"It is likewise thought fit that a good schooimiister bo provided, 
forthwith to be sent unto this school. 

"It was also informed, by a gentleman of this committee, that ho 
knew one, that desired not to be named, that would bestow ^30, to be 
added to the former sum of ^70 to make it an ^£100, towai-ds the 
building of the said school," 

This report, being read, was well approved of, and thought fit to be 
referred for confirmation to the next quarter court. On November 19, 
16S1, the company again considered the matter. 

" Whereas the committee appointed to treat with Mr. Copland about 
the building of the East India church, or school, in Virginia, towards 
which a contribution of =£70 was freely given by some of the East 
India Company that came home in the Eoyal James, did now make 
repoi-t what special reasons moved them to resolve for the bestowing 
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of tliat moiipy towards the erection of a school, rathei' than a cliureit, 
which report is at large set down at a court held last October. 

" And further, that they had allowed one thousand acres of land and 
five appi-enticeB, besides an overseer, to manure, besides that benevo- 
lence that is hoped will be given by each man that sends bis children 
thither to.be taaght, for the schoolmaster's maintenance in his first 
beginning; which allowance of land and tenants, being put to the 
question, was well approved of, and i-efeiTcd for confirmation to the 
quarter court : provided that in the establishment hereof the company 
reserve unto themselves power to make laws and orders for the better 
government of the s»id sUio 1 and the tevenues and profits that shall 
tbeiennto belong 

It wai fuithei mov«d that m respect lo Mi Copland, mmister, 
hath been a clief can e of piocunng this foimei contubutioa to bu 
given by the afore'iai i company ind bad also wnt divera letters to 
manv factoiins in the East Indies to move them to follow this 
gDod exampl foi the beltei advancement of this pious work, that 
tlerefoie tie compaiij would please to gi'atify him with some pro- 
portion of land 

Wl e eupon the couit taki ig it into consideration, and being also 
informed tliit Mi Copland was tarnishing oat persons to be transported 
this pieaent "loyage to plant and inhabit upon said lands as should be 
granted (into them by the company, they were the rather induced to 
bestow upon him an eitiaoidinary gi-atification of three shares of 
land old a 1\ entu e which is three hundred acres, upon a first division, 
without paying rent to the company, referring the farther ratification 
of the said gift to the quarter court, as also his admittance of being a 
free brother of this company." 

Abont this time a young Puritan minister, John Brinsley, a nephew 
of the English Seneca, the distinguished Bishop Hall, and the private 
secretary of bis uncle at the synod of Dort, who in after life became the 
author of many classical and theological treatises, prepared a little book 
suitable for the projected school in Vii^inia.* 






over Ihnt wlileh Ihcy bud forme: 
I, for Uie parpetnia benefit of tb 
led by Eicbnrd Field, Jor Thoin 
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At a court lield for Virginia the 19tli of December, 1G21, Mi', Balra^ 
Geld signified unto the court of a book " compiled by ft painful scliool- 
maeter, oKe Mr. JolinBiinBley;" ■wherenpon tbe court gave order tbat 
the company's thanks should be given unto him, and appointed a select 
committee to peruse the said book, viz: Sir John Danvevs, Sir. 
Deputy, Mr, Gibbs, Mr. Wroth, Mr, Bamfield, Mv. Copland, Mr. 
Ayrcs, and Mr. Nicho. F^rar, who are entreated to meet when Mr. 
Deputy shall appoint, and after to make r&port of their opinions touch- 
ing the same at tUe nest wurt. 

At a court held for Virginia, on Wednesday, the 16th January, 
1621, [1623,] the eomEiittee appointed to peruse the book which Mr. 
John Brinsley, schoolmaster, presented at the last court, touching the 
education of the younger sort of scholars, forasmuch as they 3iad as 
yet no time to peruse the same, by reason of many businesses that did 
arise, they desired of tlie court some longer respite, which was grantefl 
unto diero. Mr. Oopiand, befeig present, was entreated to peruse it in 
the mean time, and deliver his opinion thereof to the committee, at their 
meeting, about it. 

At a quarter court held on Jamiary 30, 1621-'S, "the letter sub- 
scribed D. and. A., brought to the for'mev court by an unknown mes- 
sengei", was now again presented to be read, the contends whereof are 
as follows: 

'"JA^^AflY SSth, 1621., 

'"Most Worthy Oompany: Whereas I sent the Treasurer and 
yourselves a letter, subscribed 'Dust and Ashes," which promised 
i=£550. and did, some time afterward, according to my promise, send the 
said money to Sir Edwin Sandys, to be delivered to the company. 
In which letter I did not directly order the bestowing of the said 
money, bat showed my interest for the conversion of infidels' children, 
as it will appear by that letter, which I desire may be read in open 
eonrt, wherein I chiefly commended the ordering thereof to tlie wisdom 
of the honorable company. And whereas the gentlemen of South- 
ampton Hundred have undertaken the disposing of the said =6550, 1 
have long attended to see the erecting of some schools, or other way 
whereby some of the children of the Vii'ginians might have been 
taught and brought up in the Christian religion and good manners, 
which are not being done according to my inteut, but the money 
detained hy a private hundred all tliis while, contrary to my mind, 
though I jndge veiy charitably of that honorable society. And as 
ah-eady you have received a great and the most painfully gained part 
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of my estate towards the laying of the foundation of the Ciiristiau 
religion, and helping forward of this pioua work in tliat beatheu, now 
ChriBtian, land, so now I require of the whole body of the honorable 
and worthy company, whom I entrusted with the disposal of said 
moneys, to see the same speedily and faithfully converted to the work 
iutended. And I do further propound to your honorable company, 
that if you will procure that some of the male children of the Vii'gi- 
nians, though but a few, be brought over into England here to be 
educated and taught, and to wear a habit as the children of Christ's 
Hospital do, and that you will be pleased to see the ^6550 converted 
to this use, then I faithfully promise to add de4S0 more, to make the 
sum ,il,0OO, which, if God permit, I will cheerfully send you, only I 
desire to nominate the first tutor or governor who shall take charge 
to nurse and inati'uct them. But if you, in your wisdom, like not this 
motion, then my humble suit unto the whole body of your honorahie 
company is that my former gift of <=£550 be wholly employed and be- 
stowed upon a free school to be erected in Southampton Huudred, so 
it be presently employed, or such other. place as I or my friends shall 
well like, wherein both English and Vii'giniaiis may be taught together, 
and that the said scliool be endowed with such privileges as you, in 
your wisdom, shall think fit. The master of which school, I humbly 
crave, may not he allowed to go over except he first bring to the com- 
pany sound testimony of hia sufficiency in learning and sincerity of life. 

" ' The Lord give you wise and undei'Standing hearts, that his work 
therein he not negligently performed. 

"'D. and A. 

'■ ' The Right Honorable and Worthy the 

" ' Treasurer, Council, and Company of Virginia.' " 

The letter being refeiTcd to the consideration of this court, foras- 
mnch as it did require an account of this company how they have 
expended the said money, viz : the =£550 in gold for the bringing up 
of the infidels' children in true religion and Christianity, Sir Edwin 
Sandys declared that the said money coming unto him enclosed in a 
box in the time of his being treasurer, not long after a letter subscribed 
"Dust and Ashes" had been directed unto him in thequality of treasurer, 
and delivered in the court and there openly read. He brought the money 
also to the next court in the box unopened, whereupon the court, 
after a large and serious deliberation how the said money might be best 
employed to the use intended, at length resolved that it was fittest to 
be entertwned by the societies of Southampton Hundred and Martin's 
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Hiiudrec], aad easy to undertake for a certain number of infidels' cliil- 
drea to be brought up by them and amongst them in Ohriatian religion, 
and some good trade to live by according to the donor's religious desire. 

ButUIartiri'a Hundred desired to be excused by reason their plantation 
was sorely weakened and then in mncli confuaion ; wherefore it being 
pressed that Southampton Hundred should undertake the whole, they 
also considering, together with the weight, the difficulty also and haz- 
ard of the business, were likewise very uuwilling to undertake the man- 
aging thereof, and offered an addition of .£100 more xinto the former 
sum of c65oO, that it miglit not be put upon them. 

But being earnestly pressed thereunto by tlie court, and finding no 
other means how to set forward that great work, yieJded in fine to ac- 
cept thereof. 

Whereupon, soon after, at an assembly of that society, the adven- 
turers entered into a careful consideration hovi' this great and mighty 
business might, with the most speed and great advantage, be effected. 

Whereupon it was agreed aad reported by them to employ the said 
money, togetlier with an addition out of the society's parse of a far 
greater sum, toward the furnishing out of Captain Bluett and his com- 
panions, being bo very able and suf&cient workmen with all maimer of 
provisions for the setting up of an iron work in Virginia, whereof the 
profits arising wei'e intended and ordered in a I'atable proportion to be 
faithfully employed for the educating of thirty of the infidels' children 
in Ohiistiau jeligion, and otherwise as the donor had re([aired. 

To wliicli end they writ very effectual letters unto Sir George 
Teardley, then governor of Virginia, and captain also of Southampton 
plantation, not only commending the excellence of the work, bnt also 
furnishing him at large with advice and direction how to proceed 
therein, with ii most earnest adjuration, and that often iterated in all 
their succeeding letters, so to employ his beat care and indnstry therein, 
as a work wherein the eyes of God, angels, and men were fixed. The 
copy of my letter and direction, through some omission of their officer, 
was not entered in their book, but a course sliould bo taken to have it 
recovered. 

. In auawei- of this letter they received a letter from Sir George 
Teaidley, showing how difficult a thing it was at that lime to obtain 
any of their children with the consent and good liking of their parents, 
by reason of their tenderness of them, or fear of hard usage by the 
English, unless it might he by a treaty with Opachaakaao, the King, 
which treaty was appointed to be that summer, wherein ho would not 
fail to do his uttermost endeavors. 
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But Captain Bluett dying shortly nfter liis arrival, it was a gi'eat 
setting back of tiie iron work intended ; yet since that time ihcre had 
been orders to restore that businesa with a fresh snpply, so as he hoped 
will the gentleman that gave this gift should receive good' eatisfactioa 
by the faittfal account which they should be able aad at all times 
would be ready to give, touching the employment of the said money. 

Couceniing which Sir Edwin Saudys further said that, as he could 
not but liiglily commend the gentleman for his worthy and most 
Christian act, so bo had observed so great incouvenionco by his mod- 
esty and eschewing of show of vain glory by concealing his name, 
whereby they were deprived of tbe mutual help and advice which they 
might have had by conferring with him; and whereby also he might 
have received more clear satisfaction with what integrity, care, and 
industry tbey had managed that business, the success whereof must be 
si\bmitted to the pleasure of God, as it had been commended to his 
blessing. 

He concluded that if the gentlemen woald either vouchsafe himself 
or send any of his friends to confer with the said society, they would 
be glad to apply theniBelvee to give him all good satisfaction. But for 
his own particular judgment be doubted that neither of the two courses 
particularized iq this last letter, now read in court, would attain the 
effect so much desired. Now, to send for them into England and 
to have them educated here, he found, upon experience of those brought 
by Sir Tho. Dale, might be far from the Christian work intended. 
Again, to begin witb building of a free school for them ia Virginia, he 
doubted, considering that noae of the buildings they there intended 
had yet prospered, by reason that as yet, tliTOUgh their doting so much 
upon tobacco, no fil workman could be had but at intolerable rates, it 
might rather tend to the exhausting of this sacred treasure ia some 
«mall fabric, than to accomplish such a foundation as might satisfy 
men's expectations. 

Whereupon, be wished again some meeting between the gentleraau 
m his friends and Southampton society, that all things being debated 
at full, and judiciously weighed, some constant course might be re- 
solved on and pursued for proceeding in aad perfecting of this most 
pious work, for which he prayed the blessing of Cod to be upon the 
jiuthor thereof; and all tbe company said Amen. 

In the midst of this narration a strangei' stepped iu, pi-esenting four 
books, fairly bound, sent fiom a pereou refusing to be named, who 
had bestowed them upon the college in Virginia, being from the same 
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man that gave lierctofore four other great books ; tlie namos of those 
he now sent were, viz : a large church Bible, the Common Prayer 
Book, TTrsinus's Catechiam, and a email Bible richly embroidered. 

The court desired tlie messenger to relmii the gentleman that gave 
them, general acknowledgment of miich respect and thanks due unto 

A letter was also presented from one tbat desired not as yet to be 
named, with ^25 in gold, to be employed byway of addition to the 
former contribution towards the building of a free school in Virginia, 
to make the othei sum cClSS, for wliich the company desired tL.6 
messenger to return him their hearty thanks. 

Mr. Copland moved that, whereas it was ordered by the last quar- 
ter court that an usher should he sent to Virginia, with the first con- 
venience, to instruct the children in the free school there intended to be 
erected, that forasmuch as there was now a very good scholar whom 
he well knew, aod had good testimony for his Bnfficiency in learning 
and good carriage, who offered himself to go for the performance of this 
service, lie therefore thought good to acquaint the court therewith, and 
to leave it to their better judgment. and consideration, whereupon the 
court appointed a committee to treat with the said party, viz : Mr. 
Gibbs, Mr. Wroth, Mr. Wrote, Mr, Copland, Mr. Ealmford, Ut. Rob- 
erts, who are to join herein with the rest of the committee and to meet 
about it npoa Monday next, in the morning about eight, at Mr, 
Deputy's, and hereof to make report. 

On February 27, 1621-'2, the committee's report touching the allow- 
ance grauted unto the usher of the free school intended in Virginia 
being read, Mr. Copland signified that the said usher having lately 
imparted his mind unto him, seemed unwilling to go as usher or any 
less title than master of the said school, and also to be assured of 
that allowance that is inlcnded to he appropriated to the master for 
his proper maintenance. 

But it was answered that they might not swerve from the order of 
the quarter court, which did appoint the ueher to be first established, 
for the better advancement of which action divere had underwritten to 
a roll for that purpose drawn, which did already arise to a good sum of 
money, and was like daily to increase by reason of men's affections to 
forward so good a work. In which respect many sufficient scholars 
did now offer themselves to go upon the same condition as had been 
ihis party, yet in favor of him, forsomuch as he was 
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specinlly rpi:oinn] ended by Mr. Copland, whom tlie company do much, 
respect, the court ifl pleased to give him some time to considei- of it 
between thia nnd the next court, desiring tiien to kaow' his direct 
answer, whether he will accept of the place of usher ae has been 
offered unto him. And if he shall accept thereof, then the court have 
entreated Sir. Ealmford, Mr. Oupland, Mr. Caswell, Mr. Mollinge, 
to confer with him about ihe method of teaching, and the hooks he 
intends to instmct children by. 

On the thirteenth of March the court, taking into their considera- 
tioB certain propositions presumed mito them by Mr. Copland ia be- 
half of Mr. Dike, formerly commended for the usher's place in the 
free school intended at Charles city, in Vii'ginia, they have agreed in 
effect unto his several requests, namely, that upon certificates from 
the governor of Virginia of his safficiency and diligence in training up 
of youth committed to bis charge, he shall be confirmed iti the place of 
the master of tlie said school. 

Secondly, that if he can prociiie an expert writer to go over with 
him that can withal teach the grounds of arithmetic whereby to in- 
struct ibe children in matters of account, the eompany are contented 
to give such a one his passage, whose pains they douht not but will 
well he rewarded by tliose whose children shall be taught by him. 

And for the allowance of one hundred acres of land he desires for 
his own proper iaheritance, it is agreed that after be hath served out 
his time, which is to be five years at least, and longer daring his own 
pleasure, he giving a year's warning upon his remove, whereby an- 
other may be provided in his room, the company are pleased to grant 
him one hundred acres. 

It is also agreed that he shall be furnished with books, first for the 
school for which he is to be accoantable ; and for the children the 
company have likewise undertaken to provide good store of books, 
fitting for their use, for which their parents are to be answerable. 

Lastly, it is ordered that the agreement between him and the com- 
pany shall, according to his own request, be set down in writing, by 
way of articles indented. 

Upon the same day the following minute was catered on the journiil 
of the company : 

"Whereas, Mr. Deputy acc[uain ted ihe former court with that news 
he had received by word of mouth, of the safe arrival of eight of their 
ships ill Virginia with all their people and provisions sent out this 
now signified that the general letter has come to his 



„ Google 



I MR i\r4 itiiiou li Is — I7{iij a 

hiud?, impaiting as muc5i as iiid hpra fovmcrly delivcitl, wliit,li let 
tei foi moie pirticukr lelations diJ lefci to the letters sent by tJie 
Geoige, ivliieh ht. Loped they should shoitly hear of 

" Upon deelaiation of the companj 's thankfulness unto 0-od for 
the jOyful and welcome nei/B fiom Virgim ■» mot 1% maJp that 

this acknowleijgmpnt f tl tl kf 1 n ght t mly he done 
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to that purpose, before a a 1 bij f tU mp ay, which mo- 

tion was well approved f and tl ht fit t b t k n nto conaiderar 
tiou npon return of the I g wl h as 
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their affairs iit Virginia 

Ewly in April, 162 th f II w at 

" Forasmuch as the C g 
confirming' the good n th y 1 d f m 
rival of their ships and p ll V 
now thought fit and resolved according to 

the like effect, that a sermon should be preached to express the com- 
pany's thaokfulnesB unto God for this his great and extraordinary 
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" To which end the court entreated Mr. Copland, being present, to 
take the pains to preach the said sermon, being a brother of the com- 
pany, and one that was well acc[uainted with the happy success of 
their affairs in Virginia this last year. 

" Upon which request, Mr. Copland was pleased to undertake it, and 
therefore two places being proposed where this exercise should be per- 
formed, namely, St. Michael's ia Cornhill or Bowo church, it was by 
erection of hands appointed to be in Bowe church, on Wednesday 
next, being the 17th day of this prt^eat month of April, about 4 
o'clock in the afternoon, for which purpose Mi'. Carter is appointed to 
give notice of the time aud place to all the company."* 

In the month of Juae there sailed from England Leonard Hudson, 
a carpenter, his wife, and five apprentices, for the purpose of erecting 
the EaPt India school at Chai'Ies city. 

The governor and councilof Virginia were at the same time informed, 
that as the company had failed to secure an usher, upon second consid- 
eration it was thought good to give tlie colony the choice of the school- 
master or usher, if there was any suitable person for the office. If 
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they coiiltl find no one, lliey were requeBted to inform tliem what tliey 
■would contribute toward the support of a schoolmaster, and they would 
then again strive to provide " an honest and euffieient man," The let- 
ter concludes hy saying, " there is very much in thia husiness that we 
must leave to your care and wisdom, and tbo help and assistance of 
good people, of wiiicU we doubt uot." 

On July 3, 1622, the court gave order that a receipt should be 
sealed, for £i7 16s., which the gentleman mariners had given to the 
East India Company to be employed in laying the foundation of a 
church in Virginia. 

The court thought fit to make Captain Martin Prim (the captain of 
the Royal James) a freeman of the company, and to ^ive him two 
ahares of land in regard of the large contnbution which the gentle- 
men anil mariners of that ship had given towards good works in Vir- 
ginia, whereof he was an especial furtherer. 

The placing and entertainment of Mr. Copland in Virginia being 
referred by the former court to the consideration of a committee, 
they having accordingly advised about it, did noiv make report of 
what they had done therein, as foUoweth, viz r 

1. First, they thought fit that he be made reclor of the intended 
college in Virginia for the conversion of the infidels, and to have the 
pastoral charge of the college tenants about him. 

S. In regard of his rectorship, to have the tenth part of the profits due 
to the college out of their lands and arising from the labors of theiu 
tenants. 

3. In regard of his pastoral charge, to have a pareonage there erected, 
according to the general order for paiaonages. 

And for that it was now further moved that he might be admitted of 
the council, then it was refei'red to the former commitee to consider 
thereof and of some other things propounded for his better accommo- 
dation there. 

The committee appointed for the college for this present year are 
the ensning, viz: Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir John Danvers, Mr. Gibbs, 
M,'. J. Fei'rar, Mr. R. Smith, Mr. Wrote, Mr. Barbor. 

The report of the eommittee touching Mr. Copland's placing and en- 
tertainment in Virginia was now read, they having thought fit he be 
made rector of the intended college there for the conversion of the 
infidels, and to have the pastoral charge of tbe college there for tlie 
conversion of ihe infidels, and to have tlie pastoral charge of the college 
tenants ahout him ; and in regard of his rectoi-ship, to have the tenth 
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part of tLe profits due to the college out of the lands and arising from 
the lahora of their tenants ; and in respect of his pastoral charge, to 
have a pai-sonage there erected aecordiag to the general order for par- 
sonages which this court hath well approved of ; and have likewise 
admitted him to he one of the council of Virginia. 

The memovahle massacre by the aavagca, in the spring of 1692, was 
a great ohstacle to all educational progress. Among the mutilated 
bodies of the slain was that of the refined and educated gentleman, 
George Thorpe, who had the oversight of the college lands and tenants. 
After the company received intelligence of his death, they made a 
particular request that George Sandys, the brother of Sir Edwia, a 
poet and ti'anslator of the Metamorphoses of Ovid, then Treasurer of the 
colony, should take charge of the college interests ; apd they wrote : 
" we esteem the college affairs not only a public bat a sacred busi- 
ness." After this we know of but one allusion to the college. In 
1623, Edward Doirnea petitioued "that his son Bichard Dowues, 
having continued iu Virginia these four years, and being bred a scholar, 
went over iu search of preferments in the college there, might now be 
free to live there of himself, and have fifty acres of land." 

One 3'ear after the diseoluiion of the Virgiuia Company, in 1634, 
another attempt was made to erect the East India free school. Mr. 
Oavoloff and others were sent over for the purpose, but he seems to 
have become unpopiilai-. 'I'lie governor and council, uuder date of 
June 15, 1625, write: 

" We should be ready with our utmost endeavors to assist the pious 
work of the East India free school, but we must not dissemble that, 
besides the unseasonable arrival, we thought the acta of Mr. Caroloff 
will overbalance all his other sufficiency though exceeding good." 

1 nlle Lis "Worthies," speaks of another attempt to establish an 
academj n Virginia by one Edward Palmer. He says, " his plenteous 
estate aiiorled hira opportuaity to put forward the ingenuity, im- 
pla tel hy iture, for the public good, resolving to erect an academy 
n V rg a In order whereunto he purchased an island, called 
Palme a sland unto this day, hut ia pursnanee lbei:eof was at many 
thousand pounds' expense, some iiistrumenls employed therein not 
discharging the trust reposed in them with corresponding fidelity. He 
was trans^danted to another world, leading tc posterity the monument 
of his worthy but unfinished intention. This Edward Palmer died in 
London, iibout 16S5." 

Tinning to the manuscript records of the Virginia Company, we 
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learii that on July 3, 1622, " Francis Carter passed over sixteen shares 
of land in Virgiaia to iU: Edward Palmer, of the Middle Temple, 
Loudon, esqnire," who may have heen the individual refeiTed to by 
Puller, and Palmer's island, at the mouth of the Susquehanna, is where 
Clayborne traded with the Indians hefore Lord Baltimore obtained a 
grant for Maryland. 

Although unforeseen circamstances prevented C opel and 's acceptance 
of the rectorship of the proposed college at Henrico, he continued to 
feel an interest in the American plantations. The leading men of the 
Virginia Company were also niembera of the Somers Island or Bei-mw- 
das Compa,iiy, and under the auspices of the latter Oopeland became 
a n on -conformist minister at those isles of the sea. 

Since 1C15 the Rev, Eichard Norwood, a distinguished snrveyor 
and Puritan, had taught school there, and old records show that both 
Copeiand and Perrar were contributor? to the free school in that 
locahty. 

Norwood continued as school teacher for more than thirty years, and 
in 1648 Copelaad, when nearly eighty years of age, accompanied G-ov- 
ernor Sayle to establish a new plautation at Eleuthera, one of the Ba- 
hamas, la the charter of the colony it was stipulated that each settler 
should enjoy eatire freedom of conscience. 

Sayle, shortly after he reached Eleuthera, visited the Puritan parishes 
of Virginia, and invited the paA-ishionexs, who were uncomfortable under 
the strictness of Governor Beikeley, to remove to the new colony. 

Ti;e Rev. Mr. Harrison, formerly Berkeley's chaplain, but now a 
Puritan, wiis sent to Boston to ast the advice of tbe ministers there 
relative to emigration to Eleuthera. They decided that it was inex- 
pedient, partly because an entire separation of chf.rcli and state was 
proposed by the projectors of the new settlement. From this period 
we can learn nothing of Oopeland, and probably this early friend of 
education in America died at the Bahamas, 

Four ycara before John Harvard, the gentle minister of Oharlea- 
towu, died, and becpeathed his estate to the college at Cambridge, 
Missachnsetts, Benjamin Symmes, of Virginia, left the first legacy by 
a resident of the American plantations for founding a school. In a 
wiil, made in 1634, he gave two hundred acres on the PociuoBon, a small 
stream that enters Chesapeake bay below Torktown, " with the milk 
and increase of eight cows, for the maintenance of a learned and honest 
man, to keep tipon the said ground a free school, for the education and 
instruction of the children of the adjoining parishes of Elizabeth City 
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and Kiquotan, from Mary's Mount downwards, to the PoquoRoii river." 
The author of a little pamphlet on Virginia, pahlished in 1649, al- 
lindea to the early friend of education in this language r " I may not 
forget to tell you that we have a fee* school, with two hundred aci-es 
of land, a fine house upon it, forty milch kine, and other accommoda- 
tion to it. The benefactor deaerveth perpetual mention, Mr. Benjamin 
Symmes, worthy to he chronicled. Other petty schools we have." 

Along period now elapsed hefore another benefaction to schools was 
chronicled. Dr. Gataker, in a work dedicated to Oliver Oromwe.U, and 
published in 1657, deplores the neglect of education in Virginia. In 
March, 1660-'l, the assembly of the colony enacted : " That for the 
advance of learning, education of youth, supply of the ministry, and 
promotion of piety, there be land taken upon purchase for a college 
and free school, and that there be, with as much speed as may be con- 
venient, houseing erected thereon for entertainment of atndeiits and 
acholais;" and at the same session a petition to tlie King was drawn 
np, praying for "letters patent to collect and gather the charity of 
well disposed people in England, for the erecting of colleges and 
schools." The year after the reatoration of Charles the Second, a 
pamphlet, dedicated to the Bishop of London, written by a minister 
who had lived many years in America, was published, called " Vir- 
ginia's Cure, or an Advisive Narrative Concerning Virginia," in which 
it was suggested that chaiitable persona in England should endow 
Vii^inia fellowships in tlie universities of Oxford and Cambridge. He 
stated that schools in the colony were so few that "there waa a veiy 
numerous generation of Christian children born in Virginia, unservice- 
able for any employment of church or state;" and also adds that the 
members of the House of Burgesses were "usually such as went over 
servants thither, and though by time and industry they may have 
obtained competent estates, yet by reason of their poor and mean con- 
dition were unskilful in judging of a good estate, either of church or 
commonwealth, or of the means of procuring it." 

Berkeley, who had been deposed from the governorship during the 
Cromwellian era, was reinstated in 1661 , and proved more churlish than 
before. In 1671, the home government made a numberof queries, the 
last of which was ; " What course is taken about insti'Ucting the people 
within your government in the Christian religion; and what provision 
is there made for the paying of your ministry?" To which he answered: 
" The same course that is taken in England ont of towns ; every man, 
according to his ability, instructing his children. We have forty-eight 
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paiislies ind our ministeis aie ^ell pail and bi my oisent would 
be better if they would piay ofteupi and pieach lees But, aa of all 
othei commodities to of thi« the w I't ate sent u" and we had few 
that we could loMt of siuce the ppisecufion in Ciomwell's tyranny 
dio\6 dneis woithy men hithei But I tb«ink &01I there aie no ftee 
schools nor printing and I hope we shall not have these hundred 
yearn foi learn og has bioug-ht liiobedieut md here&j and sects, 
into the woild and pi nting has divi Igpd them and libels against the 
best govtinmenl 

Notwithstanding this ■'plenitive decHiation of the aged governor, 
in 1675 Hemy Peaeley bequeathed ^ix hundred atie in Abingdon 
pansb Glouee ter ccunty together with ttn eowi and ono breeding 
maie foi the maintenance of a fiee school foieier to 1 e kept with a 
Bchoolmaeter for the education of the children of the parishes of Ab- 
ingdon and Ware." 

About the period of the accession of William and Mary, a new ele- 
ment in the emigration to Virginia appeared. They were men of 
angulav manners and brawny frames, but aJso of educated minds and 
warm hearts. They had been nurtared iu a laud which for more than 
a hundred years had enacted in solemn assembly that there should be 
a Beliool in every pariah, for the instruction of youth in grammar, the 
Latin language, and the principles of religion ; and at a later period 
that the school should he so far snppoited by the public funds as to 
render education accessible to even the poorest in the community. 
Macaulay, in his History of England, referring to the school law of 
Scotland, says the effect of its passage was immediately felt; "Before 
a passed away it began to he evident that the common 
if Scotland were superior in intelligence to the common people 
of any other country in Europe. To whatever land the Scotchman, 
might wander, to whatever calling he might betake himself, iu America 
or India, in ti'ade or in war, by the advantage which he derived from 
his eaidy training, he was raised above his competitora." 

When these men, bearing the names of Grordoa, Monro, Inglis, Irvine, 
Blair, Porteus, the ancestor of a bishop of the church of England, came 
to Virginia, there was a stirring of life in communities long torpid. 
They felt that they had no home unless they had a school-house near, 
and began anew to agitate the subject of establishing the free school 
and college. The leader of the movement was the Eev. James Blair, 
a graduate of the University of Edinburgh in 1673, and gifted with the 
"fervidam vim Scutorum." His projects met with opposition, hut he 
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was canny and did not shrink from a good figlit ; and, after controversy 
with Sir Edimind Androa, of Connecticut fame, and with the assembly 
of Virginia, and hie brethren of the church, toward tlie close of the cen- 
tury succeeded io eBtabiiahing the College of William and Mary, of 
which, in a sketch of education dtiring the eighteenth centttry, it ia 
proposed to give a full history. The preamble to the statutes of Wil- 
liam and Mary College, published at aa early period both in Latin and 
English, fully -ttates the influences that led to the oiganization of the 
institution, with a poition of which we conclude this historical sketch: 

"Nowhere was theip any gieitei danger on account of ignorance 
and want of in^tiuefion than m thr English eoloniHS of America, in 
which the first planter had ranch to do in a countiy overrun with 
weeds and briers, and for many ye^ri mteeted with the incursions of 
the barbarous Indians, to earn a mean livelihood with hard labor. 
There were no schools to be found in those days, nor any opportunity 
for good education. 

"Some few, and a very few indeed, of the richer sort, seat their 
children to England to be educated, and there, after many dangers 
from the seas and enemies, and unusual distempers occasioned by the 
change of country and climate, they were often taken off by small-pox 
and other diseases. It was no wonder if this occasioned a great defect 
of understanding and all soi-t of literature, and that it was followed 
with a new generation of men far short of their forefathers, which, if 
they had the good fortune, though at a very indifferent rate, to read 
and wi'ite, had no further commerce with the muses or learned sciences, 
but spent their life ignobly with the hoe and spade, and othei- employ- 
ments of an uncultivated and unpolished country. There remained 
still, notwithstanding, a small remnant of men of better spirit, who had 
the benefit of better education themselves in their mother country, or 
at least had heard of it from others. These men's private conferences 
among themselves produced at last a scheme of a free school and col- 
lege," which was exhibited to the president and council in 1690, a little 
before the arrival of Lieutenant Governor Nicholson, and the next year 
to the assembly, when Blair was sent to England to collect funds for 
the college. 
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KOTPJS ON AMERICAN HISTORY. 



No. IX. 

English Maids tor Virginia Planters. 



xi" 



Edwin Sandys becBme the presiding officer of the London 
Company, waa the transportation of virtuous young women to 
Virginia. 

On the 3d of November, O. S., 1619, Sandys at the usual weekly 
meeting of the Company suggested "that a fit hundred might he 
sent of women, maids young and uncorrupt to mate wives to the 
inhabitants." 

At the regular quarterly meeting held on Wednesday the 17th of 
the same month he again alluded to the subject. "He understood 
that the people thither transported, though seated there in their 
persons for some four years, are not settled in their minds to 
niiike it their place of rest and continuance ; but having gotten 
some wealth to return again to England. For the remedying of 
that mischief and of the establishing a perpetuity of the plantation 
he advised to send them over one hundred young maids to become 
wives, that wives, children and families might make them less 
movable, and settle them together with their posterity in that soil." 

First Shipment of Maids. 

The first shipment to the number of ninety was made by the 
"Jonathan" and "London Merchant," vessels which arrived in 
May, 1620, at Jamestown. 

In a cii-cular of the London Company dated July 18, 1620, they 
declare their intention to send more young women like "the ninety 
which have been lately sent." 

Shipment per " Marmadwke," 

In August, 1621, the Marmaduke left the Thames for Virginia 
with a letter to the Governor, from which we extract the following : 

"We send you in this ship one widow and eleven maids for wives 
for the people in Virginia." 

A clioice Lot. 
"There hath been especial care had in the choice of them for there 
hath not any one of them been received but upon good commenda^ 
tions, as by a note herewith sent you may perceive." 
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To he cared for. 
"We pray you all therefore in general to take them into your care, 
and most eapeciaiiy wc recommend them to you Mr. Pountes, that 
at their first landinff they may be housed, lodged, and provided for 
of diet till they be married, for such was the haate of sending them 
away, we had no means to put provisions aboard, which defect shall 
be supplied by the Magazine ship. In case they cannot he presently 
married, we desire they may be put to several householders that 
have wives, tdl they can be provided of husbands." 

More to come. 

"There are near fifty more which are shortly to come, sent by 
the Earl of Southampton, and certain worthy gentlemen, who taking 
into their consideration, that the Plantation can never flourish till 
families be planted, and the respect of wives and children fix the 
people in the soil, therefore have given this fair beginning." 
Price of a Wife. 

"For the reimbursing of whose charges, it is ordered that every 
man who marries one of them gives 1201b weight of best leaf 
tobacco, and in case any of them die, that proportion must be 
advanced to make it up, upon those who survive." 

Marriage to he Fre.e. 
"We pray you to be fathers to them in this business, not enforcing 
them to marry against their wills ; neither send we them to be 
servants but in case of extremities, for we would have their condition 
as much better aa multitudes may be allured thereby to come unto 
you. And you may assure such men as marry these women, that 
the first servants sent over by the Company shall be consigned to 
them, it being our intent to preserve families and proper . married 
men, before single persons." 

The Marmaduke Maids Married. 
With the help of an old Virginia muster roll, we hn.ve found out 
that four of the twelve that came in the Murmaduke were married, 
and alive in 1(124. 

Maiden. Husband. His arrival. 

Adrin murried Tho's Han-is Ship Prosperous, May, 16(0 

Anna " Tli&'s Douglitj " Marigold, 1619 

Katharine " Eiib't Finher " Elizabeth, 1611 

Ann " Uich. Bajly " Jonathan, Hi20 

Gonsignment hy the " Warwick" and " Tiger." 
On Sept. 11, ll>21, the London Company again write : 
"By this ship [Warwick] and pinnace called the Tiger we also 
send as many maids and young women as will make up the number 
of fifty, with those twelve formerly sent in the Marmaduke, which 
we hope shall be received with the same Christian piety and charity 
as they were sent from hence." 
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Price of a Wife raised. 
"The providing fiiv iiiem at tlieii' Srat landing iind disposing of 
them in marriiij^e we leave to your care and wisdom to take that 
order as may moat conduce to their good and the satiefaction of the 
Adventurers for the charges disbursed in setting them iorth, which 
coming to £12 and upwards, they require ISOibs of the beat le^if 
tobacco for each of them. This increase of thirty pounds weight 
since those sent in the Marmaduke they have resolved to make, 
finding the great shrinkage anil other losses upon the tobacco fiora 
Virginia will not bear lees," 

Extram-dinary Owe in Selection. 
" We have used extraordinary care and diligence in the choice of 
them, and have received none of whom we have not had good testi- 
mony of their honest life and carriage, wJtich together with their 
names, we send enclosed for the aatiefaction of such as shall marry 
them." 



The followin 
the Warwick. 
Maiden, 
M&rs&ret 

Ann 
Ellen 
Elizabeth 
Hndget 






Marriage of " Warn 
; maids were living ;i 






Husband. 
Tied Hezekiah Eiaiigiiton in 

Edward Jisher " 
John Stocks 

Michftl Batt " 

Thii'a Gates " 

Jnhn VVilliins " 

John Jaokson " 

" Tiger" Maids. 
o came in the Tiger were aliv 
Uushand. 



1 1624, who came in 

His arrival. 
in Bona Nora, 1690 
" Jonathan, " 






At a quarterly meeting of the London Company on Nop. 21, 
1621, it was mentioned that care had been taken to provide the 
planters in Virginia with "young, handsome and honestly educated 
maids," whereof sixty were already sent. 

No. X. 

TlIE MaYFLO^VEK PEOi*LE. 

The action of the passengers of the Mayflower in forming a 
social compact before landing at Plymouth Eock seems to have been 
in strict accordance with the policy of the London Company under 
whose patent the ship sailed. 

On June 9, 1619, O. S., John Whincop's patent was duly sealed 
by the Company, but this which had cost the Puritans so much 
labor and money was not used. Several months after, the Leyden 
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people became intereeted in a new project. On Feb. 2, 1619—20, 
at a meeting at the house of Sir Edwin Sandys in Aldersgate, he 
stated to the Company that a grant had been made to John Peirce 
and his associates. At the same quarterly meeting it was expressly 
ordered that leaders of particular plantations, associating unto them 
divers of the gravest and diacreetest of their companies, shall have 
liberty to make orders, ordinances, and constitutions for the better 
ordering and directing of their business and servanta, provided they 
be not repugnant to the Laws of England, 

Five hundred pounds sterling had been presented to the Company 
for the education of Indian children, and it had been proposed by 
Sir John Wolstenholme, that John Peirce and hia associates might 
have the training of some of these children, but on the 16th of 
February a Committee re[)orted "that for divers reasons they think 
it inconvenient. First, because after their arrival they will be long 
in settling themselves : As also, that the Indians are not acquainted 
with them, and so they may stay four or five years before they have 
account that any good is done." 

Under the Peirce patent the Mayflower sailed in September, 1620. 
She did not return to England until May, 1621. The next month 
John Peirce and associates took out a new patent from the "Council 
of New England." In view of this action on July 16th, at a meet- 
ing of the London Company, "It was moved .seeing that Mr. John 
Peirce had taken a patent of Sir Ferdinando Gorges, and thereupon 
■seated his company within the limits of the Northern Plantations as 
by some was supposed, whereby he seemed to relinquish the benefit 
of the patent he took of this Company, that therefore the said 
patent might be called in, unless it might appear he would begin to 
plant within the limits of the Southern Colony." 

From this minute it would seem as if Peirce had some understand- 
ing with Gorges, in view of the profits from fishing, of settling the 
Leyden people beyond the confines of the territory of the London 
Company, aSthongh he did not until June 1, 1621, receive a patent 
from the "Council of New England." 

No. xr. 

Tkanspoktation of homeless London Childken, 
Sir George Bowles or Bolles, the Lord Mayor of London, and 
the Aldermen thereof in 1617, " fearing lest the overflowing multitude 
of inhabitants should, like too much blood, infect the whole city with 
plague and poverty," devised as a remedy, the transportation to 
Virginia of their overflowing multitude, and in 1618—19 one hundred 
children were sent to Virginia. 

The next year, 1619, the Mayor Sir William Cockaine resolved 
to ease the city of many that were ready to starve, and conferred 
with the Virginia Company. The following memorial from the 
Company was presented to the Mayor and Aldermen. 
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" The Treasurer and Company of Virginia assembled in their great 
and general Court, the 17th of November, 1619, have taken into 
consideration, the continual great forwardness of thia honourable 
City, in advancing the plantation of Virginia, and particularly in 
furnishing one hundred children this laat year, which by the good- 
ness of God have safely arrived (save such as died on the way) and 
are well pleased we doubt not, for this benefit, for which your 
bountiful assistance we in the name of the whole Plantation, do 
yield unto you deserved thanks. 

"And forasmuch as we have resolved to send this next spring very 
large supplies for the strength and increasing of the Colony styled 
by the name of the London Colony, and find that the sending of 
these children to be apprenticed hath been very grateful to the 
people, we pray your Lordship and the rest, tfi renew the like favours 
and furnish us again with one hundred more for the next spring. 

"Our desire is, that we may have them of twelve years old and 
upward, with allowance of £3 apiece for their transportation, and 
40s. apiece for their apparel as was formerly granted. They shall 
be apprenticed, the boys till they come to 21 years of age ; the girls 
till like age, or till they be married. * * • And so we leave this 
motion to your honourable and grave consideration." 

The City co-operated in procuring the second company of children, 
but some were unwilling to leave London, as the following letter of 
Sir Edwin Sandys, the presiding officer of the Company, written in 
January, 1(320, N. S,, to Sir Robert Naunton, one of the King's 
Secretaries, indicates. 

"The City of London have appointed one hundred children from 
the superfluous multitude to he transported to Virginia, there to be 
bound apprentices upon very beneficial conditions. They have also 
granted £500 for their passage and outfit. Some of the ill-disposed, 
who under severe masters in Virginia may be brought to goodness, 
and of whom the City is especially desirous to be disburdened, 
declare their unwillingness to go. The City wanting authority to 
deliver, and the Virginia Company to transport these children against 
their will, desire higher authority to get over the difficulty." 

The necessary authority was granted, and the second company of 
children duly shipped. 

In April, 162^, it was proposed to send a third company, but no 
data can be found to show that they sailed. 

No. XII. 

Ships arriving at Jajiestown, from the Settlement oe 

VlltGINIA us TIL THE REVOCATION OE CHARTER OF 

London Comfant. 
It must always be regretted that the London Company did not 
keep a proper ship and passenger register. The good Nicholas 
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Fcri-ar, Dep. Gov. of the Company, on Oct. 23, 1622, alluded to 
the errors of management in the transportation of persons and 
goods. He alluded to ships now going from London and other 
parts, and that "there was no note or register kept of the names of 
persons transported wherehy himself and other officers were not able 
to give any satisfaction to the persons that did daily and hourly 
enquire after their friends gone to Virginia." 

The following list of vessels, made up from various sources, 
although not complete, approaches to accuracy, and is submitted 
for correction. 

Ships which arrived al, Jamestown. 
1607—1624, 





^' 


Godspeed 40 " 


" Bart. Gosnold, 53 






Disoovei7 SO " 
John and Francis* 


" John Ratcliffe, 20 


1607- 


■« Jan'y 


" Newport, 50 colimists 


1(©8 


April 


PhcenJs' 


" Nelson, 70 " 




Oct. 


Mary Margaret 


" Newport, 60 


1609 


July 


Discovery* 


" Robt Tindal, Fa^itor Sam. ArgaU 




Aug. 




" Eatclifie, Gates & Somers Fleet 






Faicuii 


'■ Mn,rtin, Nelson Master 






Blessing 


■' Archer, Adams " 






Unity 


■' Martin, Pett 






Swallow' 


" Moore 






Virginia^ 


" Davies, Bnilt in 1607 at Sagadahoc 


1610 


May 


Deliverance 70 tons' 


) Built at Bermudas, and brouglit 
5 Gates and Somers with 100 colonists 






Patience 30 




June 


Delaware 
BlessiEg 
Hercules 


Lord Delaware's fleet 




Oct, 


Dainty 
Hercules 


Brought 13 men, 1 woman, 2 or 3 horses 


1611 


April 


' ' 30 colonists 




4y 


llizabeth 
Mary and James 
Prosperous 


Diile'8 fleet 




Aug. 


Star' 
Swan 
Trial 
Tliree Carvills 


Gates " 



' The Snsan Constant, Cftpt. Newport, left Jameiftown for England with mineral and 
fbrest specimens on 2'J Jnne, Ifl07, and arrived In the Thames in less than five weeks. 

' Loaded with iron ore, saseafras, cedar pnsts, and walnnt wood, sailed from Jamestown 
10th oC April, and on 20tli of May reached England. The iron ore seems lo hive l>eBn 
smelted, and 17 tons sold to East Indut Co. at £4 per ton. 

' Cftpt. Nelson returned to England In Jnlj, 1608. 

' Ciseovory hronght no passengers nor supplies, lint was intended for private tradp. 

" Twenty-eight or ttiuty were senc in ship Swallow to trade for com with the Indians. 
The? stole away with what was the best ship, and some became pirates. Others returned 
to Ensiand and told the tragical storjr of a man at jHmsstoivn so pinched with hunger as lo 
eat his dead wltb. — Sea Pxrehaa, vol. Iv, p. 1757- 

« This vessel wbs built at Sagadahoc by the Popham colonlsti in 1607. Disheartened by 
Popham's death t bey set sail forBnghuid In a ship from Kxeter, " and in the new nynnacs 
the Virginia."— HaA&yi Fob., vol. vi. p. ISO 

' The DcliTcrance was bnllL by Richard Frobisher.— See JVeiD-En?. Hist.caid Qen. Reg., 
vol. xxviii. p. 317, for a sketch of this shipwright, 

8 In the autumn of 161 1 the Star, of 300 tons, sailed from Jameslown Ibr England with 
forty fiur and lai^ pines for masts.— SoiJu^f Pvb., vol. vi. p. 130. 
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John and Francis 

Treasurer 
Elizabeth 

John and Tranois 



1617 May 

1618 April 



Aug. 



George^ 

Pinnace 

George 

Diana 

Sa,mpsori 

Neptune 

Treasurer 

Wm. and Thomas' 

Eleanor 



George 
Duty 

Marijrold 
Edwiu 
Trial 
Privateer' 



Came in October laden with supplies 
Gov, Argall and Kev. Mr. Keith, 

aengers 
Owned by Capt. Martin 



Lord Delaware died on the voyage ; 

among the paasengers Wni. rerrar 

who settled FerraPs Island 
Oapt. Elfred, Gov. Argall part owner 
Probably the vessel in which Blackwell 

and other puritans sailed 
Swift pinnace in which Argall secretly 

Gov. 'Yeardloy passenger. 14 pcrsonsdied. 
on the voyage 



Oomraiasioned by Duke of Savoy, consort' 

of Treasurer, brought " 20 negarB " 
Of SOO tons. Brought Rev. Jonas Stock- 
i.L,,. ^^^^ .,1,.^ j^^jj^ g^ij jjnij j^Q colonists 

' In April when the George anived Iha number of men, women and children in Vlrdnla 
was ahont 400, " and but one plough was going In all the country ."—Sir Edioia Sandi/s io- 
Virginia Cornpany. 

'The " William and Thomaa " was without doubt the vose©! in which the first body of 
Puritans embarked nnder Bluckwell, formerly an Elder in the Amsterdam Church. 

In Bradford's Miatory, Cuahman the Agent of the Leyden people writes under date of 
London, May 8, 16I9,iiBibllow8; "CaptaiuArgoMscQmehometmsweelt, * • • eameaway 
before Sir Geo. Teardley ofime there. • • * He salth Mr. Blitckwell's ship eame not there till 
Jjarch, bat going towards winier they had north-west winds which caiTied them to the aouth- 
warcl beyoncl their course. And the master of the ship and some six of the mariners 
dving, it seemed they coald not find the Bay ijll atlev long seeking and beating about. 
Mr. Blachwoll is dead, and Mr. Maggner the rapt^n ; yea,, there are dead ho aaith 130 
persons one and othei' in that ship ; it is said there were in all 180 persons in the ship,, 
so as they were packed together like henihgs. They had. amongst them the dux, and 
also the want of fresh water, so as it is here rather wondered at chat so many are alive, 
than that so many are dead. The merchants here say it was Mr. Blackwell 's f^ilt to pack 
so many in the ship." 

" The Troasni-er with a commission as privateer trom tha Duke of Savoy agmnst the 
Spaniards left Virginia on a cruise to the West Indies, where she consorted with the Flemish 
ship, and raptured a Spanish vessel with some negroes. The Flemish ship brought twenty 
negi'oes to Virginia in Angust, 16IS, the first introduced. 
On February 16, 1623-4, there hsd been hut a small Increase. 
At Fleur Dien Hundred U negroes 
" James City 3 " 

" James Island 1 " 

" Plantation opposite 1 " 
" Warasqooyafc 4 " 

" Ellaabeth City 1 " 



' The Bona Kova vrith th 
Tist. Virginia Co. of London, p. 181. 
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11 ships that follow in the list brought o 
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fj J Of 70 tons, Capt, Damyron, bronght 50 

EridemeU vagahoDds 

Jonatlian' Of 350 tons. Brought maids for planters' 

m ■ , Of 200 tuns, Capt, Edmonds, 60 kine, 40 

persona 

iiLi^„ Of J50 tons, Capt, Jones, 4 roares, 52 

'^"^''" kioe, 30 persons 

London Merchant Of 300 tons, Capt. Shaw, 200 persons 

Swan " iOO ■' brought 71 peisoQH 

F,anriEB™aVpntnra= " ^^'^ " " '5' " KeT. David 

iianeiE Bona Ventura g^^^^^ passengers 

Auijjail 

Adam 

Margaret ai^d Juhn 

Buna Nova' 

Charles 



Duty 

,, . . „ J , Capt. John Dennis, brought for wives, 1 

tuaiinauune ^.^^^^ ^^^ j, ^^^^^ 

Capt. Cornelius Johnson, a Dntchruan, 
Flying Hart' brought cattle of Daniel Qookin from 

Ireland 

VVai-wiek '^'''^ ship and the Tiger brought 38 maids 

Tiger' Captured by Turks and released 

\d icaa anions the DrsC to hrlug maids for wives. 

-,. , . J a meeting of Virginia Company " wislied tJlat B fit 

hundred mi^bt he sent of women, mftl<ls young and uncurrupt to make wives to the 
Inhabitants." The giria wera sent from time U> time, but not In one ship. 

' Oil Dec. IS, 1620, Sir Edwin Sandys reported to tJie Vii^tnia Coinpany " that they had 
received eurtitlcflte of the safb arrival of all their ships sent the last Spring, as namely', the 
Francis Bonn Vcnlnni with ali save one, the Trial and Falcon with all chelr passengers, 
the London Merchant with all theire, the Duty with all save one. And eo likewise the 
Swan of Barnstai>le. But the Jonathan, in her (odions passage, had lost sixteen of two 
hundred. So by this Inst snpply they had landed in Virginia, near the number of 8O0 persons, 
for which great blessing, be ronder«i unto tba AlmigbQ' all possible thanks." 

° The ships sent out by the London Company In 1621 were nine In number : the George. 
Sea FJower, Bona Nova. Concord, Marmadnko, Warwick, Tiger, etc Upon the return of 
the "George" in ll32'2, the Company Invtted the Kev. Patrick Copland Co preachalbunks- 
glvlng Sermon in view of the safe arrival of all their ships at Jamestown. Upon the ISth 
of April, Copland In liccordance with the reqaest preaclied at Bow Chnrcli. Alluding tc 



te words: "The fittest season of the year fbr a speedy passage being 
■ tar Detter Rnown than before, and by that means, the passage itself made almost in bo 
ly weeks as formerly It was wont to be made In months, wbicb I conceive to be, through 



the blessing of Oo(l, the main cause of the sufe artlval of your last fleet of nine sail of 
ships that not one (hut one, in whose room there was another borne) if! eight hundred 
which were transported ont of England and Ireland should misiariy by the way." 

' The Flying Hart brought Daniel Gookin of Irtlaml, with fifty men of his own, thirty 
other passengers, and a number of cattle. Tlie London Company writing to the anthorities 
of Virginia under date of ADg. 12, 1621, allude to Gookin. They say : " Let him havu very 
good tobacco tor hie cows now at his first voyage, for if he make a guod retom, it may be the 
occasion of a trade with yon from those pmts, whereby yon may be abundantly supplied, 
not only with tattle, but with most of those commodilies you want at better and easier 
rate."' Clarke seems to have been the pilot of the ship. 

' The Tiger was captured by the Turks and lelcased. Copland In his sermon alludes to 
it in these quaint words : 

" When God brought some of the ships of your former fleets to Virginia in safety, here 
God's providence was seen and felt privately by some; and this was a deliverance written 
as it were on quarto, on a lesser paper and letter. 

" Bat now, when God brought all of your nine ships, and all your people In them, in 



!,*^.OOgLC 



1632 Apiil 


Bonn Nova' 


2fl0 Tone. Capt. Julin Hudl.ston 




Discovery^ 


Capt. ThoB. Jones 


" July 


Charity 
God's Gift 
Darling 


Came by way of Plymouth in Now 




Furtherance 


mthaniel Basse, Passenmr 




Ab-gnil 


Cattierine, wileof Rev. W. Buiimtt, 




Pa^eitger 




SiiuthamptoQ 






Jamfs 


Rsv. Qrevillc PoolKy, PiiHFeiiger 


1033 April 


Providence" 
Mai-ftnref and John 
Sea Flower 


Capt. Clarke, chattered by Daniel 
Qookin 


;; J.lj 


Samuel 
Trae Love 




" Aig- 


Ann 




" Oct. 


George 




1634 


Susan 






Due Return 


Capt. Win. Poii-ee 



had taken from them n 



safety anS health to Virginia, yea, anrl that ship Tiger of yours, which had fallen into iho 
hands of the Turkish men-of-wnr, throtiRh tempests and contrary winds she not iielng able 
to bear sail, and by that means driven out of her coarse, some hundreds of miles, • • • • 
■ When this your Tiger had fallen into iha hands of those merciless TiirltB who 
ist of their victuals, and all of their serviceable sails, tackilng and 
anchors, and had not left them so much as an hour-glase, or compass to steer their course, 
thereby utterly disabling them from going from thorn ; when I tay God had ransomed her 
ont of their hands, by another sail which thoy espied, and hronght her likewise safely to 
"Virginia, with all her people, two English t>ov8 only excepted, for which the Turks gave 
them two others, a French yoath and an Irish, was not here the pi-esence of God printed 
as it were in foHo, on royal crown paper, and capital letters." 

' Capt. Hudlestone arrived at Jamestown sixteen days after the firsc great massacre of 
thewhiies by Indians. In June, 1622, he was fishing ofTthe coast of Maine, and seiitabou 
(othc Fuiltansof Plymouth B ocis with a letter containing the sad news. He said, "I will 
^, K._ i^c — ...,u ([,a( myself wiih many good friends in the Southern Colony of Virginia 
...t . I., — ...^ jQd persons large w'H not make good our iosies."— See 






have received b 
Bradford. 

' For Sketch of Capt. Jones, k 



; vol. xxvlll, p. 31*. 



„ .. _., , ., , , d another pilot here, one Mr. 

Clarke who went last vear to Virginia with a ship of hlne." 
On Feb. 13, 1621-^, the Fresiding Officer of the London Company Hcqn^nted them 
.. ™_..,._ ,....._ ._. .^ i^^^ Vu-ginia long since by a Spanish ship that 
inch as he hath since that time done the Company 
Into Ireland for the transporla- 
night be admitted a free lirother 



le Mr. John Clarke being ts 

taniB 111 disarm that plantation, for, 

good service in many voyages to Virginia a.nd of late wci 
tion of cattle to Virginia, he was an humble suitor Ui at hi 
of the Company." 
Soon after he arrived in the "Providence" he died. 
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EARLY SETTLEMENT 



VIRGINIA AM) VIRGINIOLA, 



POETS AND PL4YEKS 




Hv REV. EDWARD D. NEIIJ, A. U., 

" tngiKh CoLoniotiop of Ametica," " Vi^taia Company of London," '■ Vineii 

Qcray, r«m MntiK," " Foi.nders of Maryland," ■■ Fairfaie. of 

Kngland and Aniarica," and " HisIDiy ol' Minnesota," 
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EARLY SETTLEMENT 



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIOLA, 



POETS AND PLAYERS 



>, '1 






Bv REV. EDWARD D. NEILL, A. B., 
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Virginia and Virginiola. 



A PUPIL of Westminster School, in Londi)]i, one day visited 
a relative at the Middle Temple, upon whose table were 
opened hooks of travel and a map of the world. As distant seas 
and vaat kingdoms but little known were exhibited, the schoolboy 
resolved, if he ever entered the University, he would pursue geo- 
graphical studies, and in consequence of the purpose then formed, 
became Richard Hakluyt, the best authot-ity of his period, in 
England, relative to the chmat-e, races and productions of the four 
quarters of the globe. 

At the time that Sir Francis Drake was fitting out his expedition 
for America, he was chaplain to the English Embassy in Paris, and 
so great was his interest in the project, that he wrote that he was 
ready to fly to England " with wmgs of Pegasus," to devote his 
reading and observation to the furtherance of the work. And after 
the gallant navigator sailed up the Pacific coast to the fortieth 
degree north, "the first to loose the girdle of the world, and encom- 
pass her in his fortunate arms," ^ he wa,s delighted in listening to the 
tales of returning marineiB. The Muscovy, Greenland, and other 
trading couipani® did not plan expeditions without seeking his 
advice. In the minute of the East India Company, under date of 
Januaiy 29, 1601-3, is the following :— "Mr. Hakluyt, the historio- 
grapher of the East India Company, being here before the Com- 
mittees, and having read unto them out of his notes and books, 
was requested to set down in writing a note of the principal places 
in the East Indies, and where trade is to be had, to the end that 
the same may be used for the better instruction of our factors ui 
the said voyage." 
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4 GOSNOLD, HAKLUYT, WEYMOUTH, 

On the 14th of May, 1603, Bai-tholomew Gosnokl, a man of 
integrity, landed from the ship " Concord," witli Gfabriel Archer 
and others, on the coast of what is now called Massachusetts, and 
passed a month in examining the shores, today conspicuoas with the 
domes and monuments of Boston, the chtirch spires of peaceful 
Tillages, and the tall chimneys of maaufticturing towns, and gave 
to one of its headlands, a name still retained, Cape Cod, Embark- 
ing for the return voyage on the 18th of June, he cast anchor in 
English watera on the 23d of July, and astonished the mercantile 
world not only by the shortne^ of his parage by the new ronte, 
but by his calm and reasonable statements as to the healthfulness 
of the region visited, aaid its capabilities for sustaining an English 
speaJdng population. 

Prominent among et^er listeners to \i\ii Ktatement was Hakluyt, 
then connected with the cathedral at Bristol, who cordially 
seconded his desire to found a Nova Britannia on the western con- 
tinent. Many meetings were held by Gosnold and Halduyt with 
the Bristol merchants; and Robert Salterns, who had accompanied 
the former in the voyage to America,, was appointed with Hakluyt 
to obtain permission from Sir Walter Raleigh to make a settlement 
under his pateut.i Raleigh's consent obtained, Salterne in 1603 
made a second visit with an expedition that left Bristol, who 
was followed in 1603 bj' Captain H^orge Weymouth, who returned 
with several Indians, who remained for more than two yeai-s in 
England. 

These successive voyages, under the auspices of the most distin- 
guished and enterprising men of Bristol, Plymouth and London, 
deepened the conviction that British pride and interests demanded 
that they should separate the French settlements on the St. Law- 
I'ence, and the Spanish plantations near the Gulf of Mexico, by an 
English colony. The stage is always quick to allude to the absorb- 
ing questions of the hour, and in 1605 the play of "Eietwacd Ho," a 
in the coarse language of the period, i-eproduced the conversations 

1 Goi^es. 

2 " Eastward Ho " was the imited praduet 
.foiisoii." LfHiKbaine writes of Cliapniiiu, ' 
than that lie WHS 30 Inthiiiite wltli the &mc 
wlLli liliii iiiul Mjivstorv in a play oalleil ' Eas 
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PLAT OF "EASTW4BD HO." r, 

tliiit liad taken place on tbe paTements aroiinil the Ifoyal ilx- 
cluinge : — 

"Sen Giill. — Come, drawei', pierce your iieateet hogshead, tmcl let's have 
cheer, not fit for youi' Billmgsgate tarem, hut for our Virginiim Coloael; he will 
be here inatantlj, 

" Dixitc^r.—Yaa ahaJlhave all tilings lit, sit; please you have anymore wine? 

"SjjeHii-dii.— More wine, slave! whether we dnnk it or no; spill it and draw 

"Sea Gull, — Come, hojfi, Virginia longa till we share the rest of hor maiden- 

" Spend All. — Why, is she inhabited already with any Eagheh? 

" Sea Gull.— A whole countiy of English is thffl'e, man, hred of those left 
there in'79; ihey have married with the Indians, and maJie 'hem bring foriii aa 
beautiM faces as any we have in EiiglaJid; and therefcae Hie Enghsh are so in 
love with 'hem that all the treasare they have they lay at then- feet. 

"A'wyjeffc-i/;^.— But is there such treasure there, Captain, aa I have heard? 

" ,s'e« Gull. — I tdl tliee, gold is more plentiful there than copper is with ua, 
imd for as much i-ed coppei' as I can bring I'E have thrice weight in gold. Why, 
man, all their dripping-pane and chamber-pota are pure gold; and all the chains 
with which they chain up their streets ai'e massive gold; aJl the piisoners they 
take are fettered in gold; and for mbies and diamonds they go foi-th in holy 
days and gather 'hem by the sea-shore to hang on their children's coats and 
stick in their children's caps as commonly aa our children wear saffron-jiilt 
brooches and groates with holes in 'hem. 

" Seapethrift. ^AdA it is a pleasant country withal? 

"Sea G11U.—A& evei- the sun shin'd on; tempei-ate and full oi all soi-ta of 
excellent viand^t; wild boai ia as common there as oui tamest bacon is heie, 
venison as mutton. And then you shall hve treely there, without saigeants 01 
courtiers, or lawyers or intelhgencers. Then foi youi means to advanument — 
there it is simple, and not prepceteronsly mixt You m.iy be an alderman theie, 
and never be a scavenger; yon may be any othei ofticei, and nevei be a slave. 
Tou may come to preferment enough, and never be a pajicler; to riches and 
foi-tnne and have never the more villany nor the less wit. Braides, thei'e we 
shall have no more law than conscience, anil not too much of either; sei-ve God 
enough, eat and drink enough, and ' enough is as good as a feast. ' ' ' 

The statesmen of the day were not iudifferent to the eiitei-priau, 
foe since the war with Spain had ceased, the streets of Londou had 
been filled with men, who had been soldiei^ in Ireland and in the 
Netherlands, averse to return to the quiet peasant life from which 
they had been pressed into military service, and yet unfitted to 
obtain a living by honest industry. Too indolent to handle the 
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6 I-'IRST CHARTER OF VISfflNIA GOMFANY. 

spiule, thuy were forced to beg or to steal, iuid Ijecame ii terror to 
the peaeeaWe citizen on the side-walk, or the traveller on the high- 
way. 

Military officers also favored the scheme, in the hope that the 
development of a new commonwealth would furnish an occasion 
for them to draw once more the swords that hung upon the wain- 
acoted walls of their houses, and beginning to rust in the scabbards. 
Merchants were willing to make pecuniary advances, believing that 
their money would be returned with interest; and clergymen were 
eloquent in urging their parishioners to aid in an effort which 
might lead to the conversion of the savages. Gosnold occupied a 
whole year in obtaining associates to engage in founding a eom- 
ujonwealth in America, and then a second year in obtaining 
colonisb?, and procuring ships and supplies. i In answer to a peti- 
tion to King James, on the 6th of April, 1606, a patent was sealed 
for Sir Thomas Gat^, an officer in the employ of the Netherlands, 
Sir George Somers, well acquainted with navigation, Richard 
Hakluyt, who had become Prebendary of Westminster; Edwai-d 
Maria Wingfleld, Bartholomew Gosnold, and^ othera, " to reduce a 
colony of sundry people into that part of America commonly 
called Virginia," between the 34th a.nd 43th degrees of north 
latitude. 

The patentees coiiterapiated two plantations. Gates, Somers, 
Hakluyt, and othere, chiefly of London, under the charter, were 
designated the First Colony, and authorized to settle between the 
34th and 4Ist degrees of north latitude, while Hannam, Gilbert, 
Pai'ker, Popham, and associates of Plymouth, were called the 
Second Colony, and permitted to plant between the 38th and 45th 
degrees of the same latitude. 

Early in the winter there was gathered, as a nucleus for a colony, 
a hundred men, no better than those that sun-ounded David at the 
cave of Adullam. 

The directions prepared for the first Council of Virginia, by the 
London Company concludes as follows: 

" You must take care that your mariners that go for wages do 
not mar your trade, for those that mind not to inhabit, for a little 
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DIRECTIONS TO COUNCIL IN VIRGINIA. 7 

gain will debase the estimation of exchange, and hinder the trade 
for ever after; and therefore you shall not admit or snffer any per- 
son whatsoever, other than snch as shall he appointed by the 
President and Counsel there, to buy any merchandizes, or other 
things whatsoever. 

" It were necessary that all your carpenters, and all other such- 
Idie unknown about building, do first huild your store-house, aoid 
those other rooms of public and necessary use, before any house be 
set up for any private person; and though the imknown may belong 
to any private persons, yet let them all work together — ^first for the 
Company, then for private men. 

"And seeing order is at the same price with confusion, it shall be 
advisably done to set your houses even, and by a line; that your 
street may have a good breadth, and be carried square about your 
market-place, and every street's end opening into it; that from 
thence, with a few field pieces, you may command every street 
throughout, which market place you may also fortify, if you thinli 
needful. 

"You shall do well to send a perfect relation by Capt. Newpoi^t i of 
all that is done, what length you are seated, how far into the land, 
what commodities you find, what soil , woods, and their several kinds, 
and so of all other things else, to advertise particularly; and to 
suffer no man to returu but by passport from the President and 
Counsel, nor to write any letter of anything that may discourage 
others. 

" Lastly and chiefly, the way to prosper and achieve good success 
is to make yourselves all of one mind, for the good of your country 
and your own, and to serve and fear G-od, the Giver of all goodness; 
for every plantation which our Heavenly Father hath not planted 
shall be rooted out." 

Newport was an experienced mariner, and about a year before 
had returned from the West Indies with a present to King James, 
who was fond of the rare and curious, of a wild boar imd two young 
crocodiles. 

1 A Belntioii was pi-epareilby Newyoi-t, bub not puWlslied by Purdias, who had ej:- 
iuiilnea It. Tne MS. le in the Lainbetli libcaiy, and tlie Relation was lately, and for tlie 
ftrat time, printed by the American Antiq.uanan Society, It Is a lair and accurate 
description oJ the first ViiBliiia exploration. 
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S DRAYTON'S ODE. 

.As the lioiir fur tlm Biiiling of the expedition iirriveil, iiiiiuy priiy- 
ei-s aBcended for its welfare. Scholai's, divines, statesmen, nier- 
eliants, labourers, all classes and conditions of men heartily adopted 
the sentiment of Drayton's spirited ode called the— 

VIRGTNTAX VOYAGE, 



" Yoa brave, haroic nimclw, 
Worthy your eonntry's iiaiiit', 
That hoaour still pursue, 
Whilst loit'ring hinda 
Lork here at home with shamo; 
Go, aotl subdue! 

" Britons! you stay too long. 

Quickly abroad bestow you; 

And with a mecry gale 

Swell your stretch'tl sail, 

With vows as strong 

As the winds that Mow you. 

" Your couMe securely steer, 
West and by south, forth keep, 
Rocks, lee shores nor shoals. 
When Eolns scowls, 
You need not fear, 
So absolute the deep. 

" And cheerfully at sea, 
Suosess you still entice, 

To get the pearl and goM, 
And ours to hokl 
Virginia, 
Baith's only paradise. 



" In kenning the shoro, 
Thanks to God, lirst given, 

you, the happiest incii. 

Be frolic then. 
l^i camions max, 
S'ighting the wide heiwen. 

" And in regions far. 
Such heroes bring ye fortb, 

As those from whence wc cai 
And plant our name 
Under that star 
Not Imowii to our noifli. 

' ' And as there plenty grows 
Of laurel, everywhere 
Apollo's sacred tree. 
You, it may see 
A poet's brows 
To crown, that may sing tlioii;. 

" Thy voyages attend, 
Tndnatiious Hackluit, 

Whose reading shall itiHaiiie 

Men, to seek fame 
And niucli commend 
To after time, thy wit." 



On the 19th of December the vessels started do wn the Thames, hirfc 
owing to the weather, did not sail from the Downs until the 1st of 
January, 1606-7. 

Newport, in command of the fleet, sailed in the " Susan Con- 
stant," a ship of one hundred tons, with seventy-one passengers. 
The zealous promoter of the project, Capt. Bartholomew Gc^nold, 
and fifty-two colonists were in the " Godspeed," a small vessel of 
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EXPLORATION OF JAMES lilVES. II 

fifty tons ; iiiitl Capt. John Ratcliife, witli twenty others, sailed in 
the " Discoveiy," a pinnace of only twenty tons burthen. 

Among those who embarked was a quick-witted, illiterate and 
self-reliaat man, John Smith, who in six weeks after they were out 
of sight of the coast of England, was suspected of a design to lead a 
mutiny. 

On the 26th of April 1607, the expedition entered the broad and 
beautiful Chesapeake Bay, and that night the sealed orders were 
opened, and the following persons were designated as members of 
the Colonial Coanci! : Edward Maria .Wingfield, Bartholomew 
Gosnold, John Smith, Christopher Newport, John Rateliffe, John 
Martin and John Kendall. The Council, in accordance with their 
instructions, soon selected Wingfield, a man of honourable birth and 
a strict disciplinarian, as their President.' 

On the 29th a cross was planted at Cape Henry, and the country 
claimed in the name of King James ; and the next day the ships 
anchored off Point Comfori, now Foriress Monroe. The Ist of May 
they began cautiously to ascend the James river ; and on the 13th 
landed on a peninsula, in front of which there was good ajichorage. 
All of the Councillors were duly sworn, except Smith, whose con- 
duct during the voyage had been disreputable. 

In aeeoi'dance with the orders prepai-ed at London, Captain New- 
port, in a shallop, with five gentlemen and nineteen others, explored 
the river above the site of Jamestown. 

At one of the Indian villages, not far from where is now the city 
of Richmond, they saw a lad ten years of age with yellow hair and 
light skin, probably the oflspring of one of the colonists, left at 
Roanoke by White, and an Indian concubine.^ On the 21th of May 
at the foot of the falls of the James River, Newport planted a cross 
on which were inscribed his own name and that of King James. 
On the 36th, a day befoi^ the return of the explorers, two hundred 
1 He Wiia tlie tn'iiiidtion of Siv Eobert Whisflelil nrHiuiMagiioiisliIre, nnfltbescm of 
TlLoiiias Maria ■WiiiEllelii, who was tliiis christened, in eoiiiplinieiit to ijueeii Maiy, by 
Ciirdliial Pole.— Oomdew Society Pub., So, 4S. In 168S FeriUivaiido Surges and Eilwaj'il 
Whiirtleld were iirisoiierB of war at Lisle. 

\ liin-n ne(|Hiiiutcil tliat tlie men, women »uiJ 

1... M fir., iiy coimiiiiiuliiteut of PornhBttMii, lie 

■ l.ii._iLi('!-i>d, witliout any iiKeiioe frtvenljy 

I : laiinibiy iiyed intermixed witlitiiose 

•'■'idy PHl>.,iti\. vi. p. 65. 
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10 FIMST Ol^FJCIAL DOCUMENT. 

sjiviigea attacked Jamestown, itnd Wingfield bravely resisted tliuiu, 
being t'oremoat in danger, and an arrow of the enemy passing 
througli Ilia Ijeard- 

After they had been nearly a month on shore, on the 10th of June, 
John Smith was permitted to take the oath of councillor. On San- 
day, the 2l3t, the communion was administered by the devoted 
Chaplain of the colony, Robert Hunt, and in the evening Newport 
gave a farewell supper on board of his vessel, and the next day, lift- 
ing anchor, sailed, and i-eaclied England in less than six weeks by 
the new and more direct route, bearing the first official communi- 
cation from an English colony in North America, which is still pre- 
served among the Percy papers with its endorsement in the library 
of the Earl of Northumberland. 

GOITIE OF A LETTER FROM VIRGINIA, DATED 22d OF JUNE, ItJUT, THE 
COUNOBLL IHEIR TO THE COCNCELL OF VIRGINIA HERE IN ENGLAND. 

Wee acknowledge our selues accomptable for o'' time here speute 
were it but to giue yon aatisfaccon of o'' industries and affeeeons to 
this moste Ho'^'^ aecon, and the better to quicken those good spirritts 
w*^'' haue alreadie bestowed themselues hcere, and to put life into 
such dead understandings or beleefe that miiste iirste see and teeie 
the wombe of o'' labour and this land before they will entertains anie 
good hope of vs or of the land: 

W^'in less than seauen weekes, wee are fortified well against the 
Indians, we haue sowen good store of wheats, wee haue sent yow a 
tiiste of Clappboord, wee haue built some houses, wee haue spared 
some hands to a diseouerie, and still as god shall euhable vs w''' 
strength wee will better and better our proceedinges. 

Onr easiest and richest comodity being Sasafrax rootes were gath- 
ered vpp by the Sailors w*'' losse and spoile of manie of our tools 
and w*''drawing of o^' men from our labour to their vses againste our 
knowledge to our preindice, wee earnestlie entreat yow (and doe 
trnate) that yow take such order as wee be not in this thus defrauded, 
since they be all our waged men, yet doe wee wisbe that they be 
reasonablie dealt w^^'all so as all the losse, neither fall on vs nor 
them, I beleeue they hane thereof two tonnes at the leaste w"i' if 
they scatter abroad at their pleasure will pull down onr price for a 
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long- timc! thiw wee lesiue to your wisedoraes. The htiid would fflowe 
lytii miiije and honey if so seconded by yo'' carefeU wisedomes and 
bountiful! hands, wee doe not perswade to shoote one Arrowe to seeke 
another but to finde them both. And wee doubt not but to send 
them home w*'' gonlden heads at leaste our desires, labonres and Hues 
shall to thftt engage theraselues. 

Wee ai-e sett downe 80 miles w^"in a River, for bi-eudtk sweetness 
of water, length navigable vpp into the country deepe and bold 
ehaiinell so stored w*'' Sturgion and other sweete Fishe as no mans 
fortune hath euer possessed the like. And as wee thincke if more 
male be wished in a River it will be founde. The soile is moste 
fruictfiill, laden w*" good Oake, Ashe, Walhiut tree, Popler, Pine, 
sweete woodes, Cectar and others yett w''''out names that yeald gumes 
pleasant as Franckumcense, and experienced amongest ts for greate 
vertewe in healing greene woundes and aches, wee entreat your 
succours for o'' seconds w*^' all expedition leaste that all deuouringe 
Spaniard lay his rauenous hands nppon theas gold showing moun- 
tains, w"" if it be BO enhabled he shall neuer dare to thinck one: 

This noate doth make known where o'' necessities do moste 
strike vs, we beseech yo'' pi-esent releiffe accoixlinglie otherwii* to 
o'' greatest and laste griefes, wee shall against our ^villes not will that 
w"'' wee most wilhngly would. 

Captaine Newporte hath seene all and knoweth all, he can fuUie 
satisfie your further expectations, and ease you of our tedious letters, 
wee most hnmblie praie the heanenly Kings hand to bless o'' labours 
w'"* such counsailes and helpes as we may further and stronger pro- 
eeede in this our Kingea and countries service. 

James towne in Vii'ginia this 22th of June An" 1607. 
Yonr poore Friends. 

Edwabd Makia WiKeriELJi, Ba.rtholomew Gobnold, 

John Smith, John Rattoliffe, 

JosiN Martike, George KENnALL. 

After a speedy voyage from Jamestown, of thirty-seven days, 
Newport anchored in Plymouth Sound, and the same day wrote a 
letter, which is also in the Percy manuscripts, with iui ancient en- 
dorsement : 
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\'i LETTER OF CAPTAIX NEWPORT. 

IJUl'iE OF \ LETTER TO X"- LOED OF SALISBTRIE SHOM CAPTAiNE JSF.W- 

I'ORT Y"' 29th of .julik, 1607, from: pltmoutk. 
Eij/ht Ho''^"- 

My verie good Lo. my daty in most hamble wise i-emembred it 
made please yo'' good L^'p I firrived here in the Soimcl of Phmouth 
this dale from the discourie of that parte of Virginia imposed nppon 
me and the rest of the Colonie for the South parte, in w'"' wee haue 
performed o'' duties to the uttermost of o'' powers. And have dis- 
couered into the country near two hundred miles, and a River naui- 
gable for greate Shippes one hundred and fifty miles. The eontrie 
is excellent and very rich in gold and copper, of the gould we liaue 
hroiight a Say and hope to be w'^' y' Lo'i'P shortlie to show it bis 
Ma** and the rest of the Lords. I will not deliver the expeetaonce 
and assiii-anee we haue of great wealth but will leaue it to yo'' Loi''* 
censure when you see the probabilities. I wish I might have come 
in person to haue brought theis glad tidings, but my inability of 
body, and the not having any man to putt in trust with the shippe 
and that in her maketh me to defeiTc my coming till winde and 
weather be fauoiu-able. And so I moste humbly take my leaue. 

From Plunouth this 29th of .Julie, 1607. 
Your lA'^ most hum.bly bounden, 

Christopher Newporte. 

On the 18th of August, 1607, a gentleman in London wrot.e to a 
friend " that Captain Newport has ai-rived without gold or silver, 
and that the adventurers, cumbered by the presence of the natives, 
had fortified themselv^ at a place called Jamestown, no graceful 
name, and doubts not the Spaniards will call it Villiaco. A Dutch- 
man, vrriting in Latin, calls the town Jacoboiis, but George Percy 
names it James Fort, which we like the best of all, because it comes 
near Chelmsford." 

The low situation of the settlement, with the swamps in the rear, 
soon produced sickneas. and during the summer nearly every day a 
new grave was dug. On the 32d of August, the man who had pro- 
jected the expedition, and expended money in its behalf, " that wor- 
thy and religious gentleman," Bartholomew Gosnold,^ was buiied, 
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COUNCIL DISSENSIONS. IH 

aiid the ssiddened snrvivora manifested their respect by firing volleys 
af mxiaketry over his remains. 

The colonists, diaheartened by the loss of their associitea and the 
discomforts of immigrant life, thifed undei the prudent medMues 
and military exactness of Wingfield In September the memlwi'^ 
of the Council demanded a larger daily allowince of foofl but he 
refused, because, with strict economy their auppbes would last but 
thirteen and a half weeks. As i piectutionaiy measuie he also 
withheld the ration from any that hoA upon anj liy obt^ned fiesb 
fish or wild game. The two gallonb of sack and aqua vitce reserved 
for the sick and sacramental purpose were even coveted by members 
of the Coimeil. The President says they " longed for to sup up that 
little remnant, for they had now emptied their own bottles." 

As Wingfield would not yield to the clamor of his associates, Rat- 
cliffe, Smith and Martin, they dept^ed him, and formed a triumvi- 
rate. On the 11th of September he was an-aigned before them, and 
Ratcliffe accused him of refusing him a chicken, a penny whittle, a 
spoonful of beer, and of giving him damaged com. Martin charged 
him vrith calling him an indolent fellow, and Smith alleged that he 
called him a liar. After this procedure, contrary to all forms of law, 
he was imprisoned on board of the pinnace. 

The colonists soon discovered that it was easier to live by imgling, 
hunting, and roaming with the Indians, than by tilling the eai-th. 
The first winter they pursued their own pleasure, and cared httle 
for the mterests of the company they had contracted to serve. 

On the loth of December, Captain Smith ascended the Chichar 
hominy to trade with the Indians, and was treated with great 
respect and kindness by Powhattan,^ although two colonists, Emery 
and Robinson, who went with him, were killed by some hostile sav- 
ages. 

Upon his retuin to ioiiie-itown (rabiiel Aicher whohadbecmie 
a member of the Council on the 8th of Januiry 160" 8 placed 
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14 CAPTAm JOHN SMITH. 

Smith under arrest for allowing his companions to he killeil, but that 
day Captain Newport again amvecl from England, and ordered the re- 
lease both of Wing-field and Smith. 

After recovering from the fatigne of the sea-voyag-e, Newport ex- 
plored the Pamunky river, and was "lovingly entertained" by 
Powhattan. Returning to Jamestown on the 9th of March, he 
loaded his vessel with cedar, walnut hoards, sassafras, and iron ore. 
On the 10th of April, 1608, with Archer and Wingfield as passen- 
gers, he left Virginia, and on the 20th of May arrived in England. 

Wingfield, in reply to the cxjmplaints made against him, prepared 
a full statement of his admiiiistration in Virginia for the perusal of 
the London Company. In it he remarks : ^ "To the President's 
and Council's objeetioiis I say that I do know courtesy and civility 
became a Governor. No penny whittle was ever asked me, hut a 
knife, whereof I had none to spare. The Indians had long before 
stolen my knife. 

" Of chickens I never did eat but one, and that in my sickness. 
Mr. Eatcliffe had before that time tast-ed of four or five. I had by 
my own housewifery bred about thirty-seven, and the miKt part of 
them of my own poultry, [of] all which at my coming away I did 
not see three living. I never denied him, or any other, beer when 
T had it. The com was the same which we all lived upon, 

"Mr. Smith, in the time of our hunger, had spread a rumor in the 
colony that I did feast myself and my servants out of the common 
store, with intent, as I gathered, to have stirred the discontented 
company against me. I told him privately in Mr. Cfosnold's tent 
that indeed I had caused half a pint of pease to be sodden with a 
piece of pork of my own provision for a poor o!d man which, in a 
sickness whereof he died, he much desired ; and said if out of his 
malice he had given out otherwise, that he did tell a lie. 

"It was proved to bis fsice that he begged in Ireland, like a rogue, 
without a license. 

" Mr. Archer's quarrel to me was because he had not the choice 
of the place for our plantation, because I misliked his laying out 

1 Wingflelil's 1118(01111*6 liailbeeii iipruseil liy Piirclias, 1jut he wiis warped iii favor of 
tlie seiitimeiitfl of the plausible Smith. It was copied from tlie iiiniiiisoript in Lmiiljptli 
Libraiy, and printed for tl\B Hvst tlino with Newport's Betofion, In vol, iv, of AbiorifiJiii 
Autiqiiarian Society'!) CoUeetioiis. 
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of OKC town in the pinnnce, because I would not swear him of the 
council for Virginia, which neither would I do nor he diserve ; Mr. 
Smyth's quarrel, because his name was mentioned in the intended 
and confessed mutiny by Galthropp ; Thomas Wooton, the surgeon, 
because I would not subscribe to a warrant to the Treasurer of Vir- 
ginia to dehver him money to famish him with drugs and other 
necessaries, and because I disallowed his living in the pinnace, hav- 
ing many of our men lying sick and wounded in our town, to whose 
dressings by that means he slacked his attendance. 

" Of thesame men also Capt. Gosnold gave me warning, mislilting 
much their dispositions, and assured me they would lay hold of me 
if they could." 

Newport, in accordance with his written instructions, also made 
a report of his explorations. The manuscripts of Wingfiekl and 
Newport were both known to Purchas, yet were not published in 
his collection of voyages, probably because Sir Thomas Smith, who 
had furnished him money to aid in printing his " Pilgrimage," did 
not approve of their statements. 

In the autumn of the year 1608 he completed his third voy^e^ to 
.Jamestown, bringing seventy passengers, among them Francis 
West, brother of Lord Delaware, Daniel Tucker, and Raleigh 
Crashaw. He carried back on hisretnm voyage iron ore, which was 
smelted and sold to the Bast India Company.* 

1 1'or the fourth time lie left England for Jameatown with Gates and Somers, but wns 
wrecked at Bevmurtaa, and did uot avilva until the 23d of May, laio, at Jamestown. 

Oil NoveiJiber s, 1010, Sir Thomaa Smith, Sir Maurice Berkeley, Sir George CofBn and 
the dlstlngulslied lawyer, Bichard Martyii, styled on Ms pocti-alt " Pneco Virglni<^ ai: 
Parms," iitlorney and founder of Virginia, entered a book at StatloaerB' Hall, pralsliiK 
the soil and climate of VilBtaia, and eonfronthig scaiidalous reports. 

When Sir Tnomas Dale (In ini) arrived at Jamestown lie was much disappointed lu 
tlie appearance of the country and the prospeots of the Oolony ; and tlie authorities of 
Virginia, in a coiiunuuicatiou to the London Company, state tliat "he pulled Captain 
Newpoi't hy tie heard and tlireatened to liang liim for iiiat he affirmed Sir Thomas 
Smith'srelattontobe true, demanding of him whether it were meant tliat the people 
here in Virginia should feed upon trees." 

In the autumn of ISll the ship Star, of 300 tons, fitted and prepared in England, with 
scnpper-lioles to take in masts, sailed from Jamestown with forty fine and large phies. 
lu tins vessel Newport was probably a passenger. John Chamberlain, of londoii, on 
Doeeiiiber 18, loll, writes to 8h? Dudley Carleton ; " Newport, the Admiral of Virgmia, 
is newly come home." Soon after this lie was appointed one of the six Masters of the 
Eoyal Navy, and was employed by the Bast fridla Company to cairy Sir Eobert Hherley 
to Persia. Ha was then a married man, as that company allowed £H to his wife during 
liLs absence. On the I3th of June, 1013, lie was in the sliip Expedition at Saldauha, on 
3 StraclieylnH'oftiiwtSocfetj/Pjili. vol. vl. and Cal. of Stiite Papei's, East Indies, A. 
». 1B13— ltil8. 
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Moie than thiep cfntuiies igo m idvpntuioiis SD^Illa^d, John 
Bennuile?, fspiPtl the collection ot islet? set m a coial reef, situated 
111 the Atlantic Ocein about sue hiimliwl mile', fioin the coist of 
C'lrolim 

In the <laj9 of Queen Ehzibnth i loving Engli^himn, Job Hoi- 
top, in'( ' Book ot 1 i,re tn\ T,il," declicpJ that ne'u Beimnd^s he 
had sight of a, seirinonster, which thiee tunes showed himself ftoiu 
the middle upwards m shape hke i man, ^nd of the complexion ot 
1 "mnlato," 01 taway Indian An old chromclei wiote "This 
island has beeii accounted m uninhitnted pile of rocks and 
desolate luhabitatioii foi devih, but all the taanes of the rocks are 
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rSLAND OF DEVILS. 17 

but flocks of birds, and all the devils iii the woods iire but herds of 
swine." 

Strachey. who was wrecked with Gates, Sooiers and Newport, 
speaks of the Bermudas as an Archipelago of many islands, which 
" seem rent with tempests of thunder, lightning and rain, which 
threaten in time to drown them all; the storms keep their un- 
changeable round, winter and summer, rather thundering than 
blowing." 

William Orashaw, the eloquent divine, preacher of the Temple, 
and father of the poet whom Cowley touehingly eulogized as "poet 
and saint," in 1613 used this language: ''Who did uot think till 
within these four years but that these islands had been rather a 
hitbitation of devils than fit for a man to dwell in? Who did not 
hate the name when he was on land, imd Khun the place when he 
was on seas ? But behold the misprision and conceits of the world ! 
For time and large experience hath now told uh, it is one of the 
sweetest Paradises that be upon the earth." 

Henry Wriothesley, the Earl of Southampton, the last presiding 
officer of the Virginia Company of London, the first patron and 
life-long friend of Shakspeare, in a dispatch to King James 
announcing the anival of the fli-st colony at the islets, stated "that 
the Spaniards, dismayed at the frequency of hunicanes durst not 
adventure there, but call it Da;moniorum Insulam, and that the 
English merchants had sent home some amber and seed pearls, 
which the devils of Bermudas love not better to retain, than the 
angels of Castile to recover." 

To the English speaking world the Bermudas islands have be- 
come familiar in consequence of the wreck in A. D. 1609, on a reef, 
of the ship Sea Venture, on bosu'd which, were Sir Thomas Gates, 
Sir George Somers, and a number of colonists on their way to Vir- 
ginia. For several days the vessel, liire the grain ship in which the 
Apostle Paul sailed for Rome, was driven about by the winds, 
" neither sun nor stai-s appeared, and no small tempest Say on them, 
and ail hope that they thould be saved was taken away." 

The ship's seams opened, and from noon on Tuesday until noon 
on the following Pi-iday, the 28th of Ju!y, A. D. 1609, 0. S., the 
men worked the pumps by day and by niglit, and yet ten feet of 
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18 WBECK OF THE 8EA VENTVRH. 

water was in the hold. Some in despair went below the hatches, 
and finding "some good and comfortable waters," drank one to 
another, and " made themselves ready in the cabin for the mis- 
chance of the horn-." ^ Sk George Somers, three score years of age, 
remained ttndaunted, and for three days and tln-ee nights, to use 
the words of Prospero, 

" lufusetl witk a fotiitude fiom Heaveji,'' "^ 
sat, wide-awake, on the poop of the vessel, giving orders and await- 
ing the decrees of Providence, when he descried land ahead. This 
unlocked for iind welcome intelligence hurried up those who had 
been in drunken. sleep or moaning below the hatches "to look for 
that they durst not believe." Hoisting every sail, they made 
toward ahore until the ship stmeli: one of the tortuous passages and 
stood upright between two rocks about one foiu'th of a mile from 
the main island of Bermuda.?. 

The wreck of this ship, and the safe deliverance of the rest of 
the fleet created a deep iiupression upon the Earl of Southampton, 
and from him Shakspeare would learn many particulars, as well as 
from the printed narratives of some of those who were passengers 
in the vessel. How vividly has the dramatist repcodiiced the events 
in the play of the Tempest in the con vera ;ition of Prospero and 
Ariel. 

Prospero. Haet thou, Spirit, 

Performed to point, ' the tempest I bade tliee V 
And. To eveiy ai'tide. 

* ■* * The fire and cracks 

Of sulphurous roaring:, tlie most uughty Neptune 

Seemed to hesieg-e, and make his bold waves tremble. 

Yea, his dread trident shake. 
Prospero. My brave Spirit ! 

Who was so fiiTtt, so constant, that this coil 

Would not infect his reason 'f 
Ariel. Not a soul 

But felt a fever of tke mad, and played 

Some tridts of desperation ; all but mariner3> 

Plunged in the foajning brine and qnit the vessel, 

1 Tfliiipeat, Act 1, Scene l, 

2 Teiupest, Aot 1, Scene 2. 
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FIRST MAEEIAGE AT BERMUDAS. 



Prospero. 


But wiL3 not tJiia nigh shore '^ 


Ariel. 


Close by, my master. 


Prospero. 


But aie they, Ariel, safe '? 


And. 


Hot a hail perish'd ; 



On their suBtOTning garments not a blemish, 

But fresher than before * * » 

Prospero. Of tlie tingr's ship 

The niBiinera, say how thou haat dispraed, 

And the rest of the fieefc ? 
iriel. Safely in harbor 

Is the king's ship ; in the deep nook where once 

Thou call'dst me up at midnig'ht to fetch dew 

Prom tiie itjll vex'd Bennootlies, there she's hid : 

The mariners aJl under hatches etow'd ; 

Wlioin. with a charm join'd to their suffer'd labour 

I hare left asleep ; and for the rest o' the fleet, 

Which I dispere'd, they aU have met again, i 

It rejoiced Gat^, Somers aud Newport that, while the ship was a 
hjss, there was no loss of life. Their residence from Angust to the 
follomng May on the Island, was a sncc^sion of surprises. What 
superstitious sailors had asserted were harah voiced monsters, proved 
to be grunting hogs, the offspring of black swine that years before 
had found their way to shore from some Spanish wreck. Fish 
eagerly leaped upon the hooks placed in the waters ; the birds with 
beautiful plum^e and the simplicity of little children hovered 
around or rested upon the shouldei-s of the castaways. The palmet- 
to tree furnisbed food, and its broad leaves were used in construct- 
ing light cabins. 

Each morning and evening, at the ringing of a hell, the whole 
company assembled to listen to tlie prayers according to the order 
of the Church of England, read by the good Chaplain, Richard Buck. 
In this " wilderness of sweets " amid the " voicefal music of the sea," 
Thomas Powell, the cook of Sir George Somera, was lifted above 
the atmosphere of pots and pans and inspired to tell his love to 
Elizabeth Persons, a servant-maid of a Mistre^ Horton, and took 
her to his wedded wife " for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health." Godsips or go^ips were busy over the 
birth of a boy christened Bermudas, and of a girl who received the 

1 Tempest, Act l, Soptic '2. 
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20 BAPTISM OF BERMUDA EOLFE. 

name of Bermuda. At the baptizing of the latter, Captain New- 
port and Straehey, afterwards secretaiy of Lord Delaware, stood, saya 
an old chronicler, sis " witness^." Bermuda just peeped into the 
world, and then went to a "better land," but is deserving of men- 
tion, as the daughter of -lohn Rolfe and his white wife — the same 
John Rolfe who by a wonderfiil alchemy appears in American his- 
tory as a devout unmarried young Englishman, praying earnratly 
for the convei-sion of Pocahontas, marrying her, says Hamor, " of 
rude education, manners, baa'baroua and cursed generation, merely 
for the good and honor of the Plantation," but in the matter-of-fact 
transactions of the London Company for A. D. 1622 is spoken of as 
John Rolfe, lately deceased, with a surving widow and children, 
besides "a child had by Powhattun's daughter." ^ 

Among the company was also Richard Frobisher, an experienced 
ship cariDenter, who afterwards was employed by tlie East India 
CompLiny, and lived for a time at Malacca with his wife and two 
sons. Under his guidance two cedar vessels, the Deliverance, of 
seventy tons, and the Patience, of thirty tons, were built, their 
beams fastened together by wooden pegs, and their seams rendei"ed 
tight by a smearmg of lime made from shells, and oil extracted from 
fish or swine. Upon a palmetto tree near the ship-yard was a Latin 
inscription, dated May 10th, 3610, the time fchey sailed from the 
island, which stated that a ship had been built by Frobisher to trans- 
port the castaways to Virginia, It v/aa in these words : 

"Conditur, in hoc loco, per Ricardom Probisherum, quic Vir- 
ginias nos omnes hinc transportabit." 

The portion of the tree upon which this statement was, in 1671 
was an honored relic, and hung in the hall of the Governor of Ber- 
mudas. 

Strachey, in his nai-rative, mentions another monument which was 
set up in these words : 

" Before we quitted our old quarter, mid dislodged to the water, 
with our pinnasse, our Gonernor set up in Sir George Sumniers' 

1 The following Is from tliB tcausaotious of tlm-t company under date of October Tth 
1822: "Mr. Henry EoUe in Ms patition ilesltlng the estate of lis brather John Kolte ' 
deceased, left In Virginia, might be enquired ont for Hie niivlutenaiiee i>f his relict wife 
andohiiareii, andfor his indemnity in reaciiig up tlieahQd his said brother hadbyFoiv- 
hattiui's daughter, is yet living and in his onstody." 
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garden, a, i'airc Mnemosynon in figure of a crosse, niiiile of the tim- 
ber of our niuieclshippe,wliieh was screwed in with sti-ong and great 
trummels to a mightie cedar, which grew in the middest of the said 
garden, and whose top and upper branehes he caused to be lopped, 
that the violence of tlie wiinlw and weather might have less power 
ouer her. 

"Ill the middest of the crosse ovr (:ioiienior iasteiied the picture 
of his Maiestie, in a piece of silver of twelve pence, and on each side 
of the crosse, he set an inscription, graven in copper, in the Latine 
and English to this purpose : In memory of our great deliverance, 
both from a mightie storm and leake, we hane set vp this to the 
hono'.n: of God. It is the spoyle of an English ship of three hun- 
dred tunne, called the Sea Venture, bound with seven ships more, 
from which the storm divided vs, to Virginia, or Nova Britannia, 
in America." 

When Gates and Somei's and Newport with their tellow passen- 
gers embarked for Virginia, two persons remained on the island who 
were fugitives from justice, Edward Waters and Christopher Carter. 
The Deliverance and the Patience iirrived at Jamestown on the 
23d of May, and when Sir George Somei's found that the colonists 
were famishing and feeding upon frogs, " the good old gentleman 
out of his own love and zeal," says a dispatch of Lord Delaware to 
the authorities in England, '■ not motioning but most cheerfully 
and resolutely" re-embarked in his little eedai- pinnace of thirty 
tons, for the Bermudas, to procure a supply of black hogs there so 
numerous. While there he died from eating too much of the meat 
which he had hoped to have carried to the colonists of the James 
River. His kinsman and fellow passenger, but not his heir, as 
has been stated, Matthew Somers betrayed his trust, and persuaded 
all the crew bnt one, Edward Chard, to sail dfrect to England. 

There were now three human beings left as companions for tlie 
birds, and they enjoyed at first their lonely residence, feehng that 
they were " monarchs of all they surveyed." Each could appreciate 
the language of Gonzalo in. the Teinpest :' 
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2a DESCRIPTION OF BERMUDAS. 

}Lwl I a planWion of thia iale, my lord, 

No najne of magietrate ; 
Letters should not be known ; no use of service, 
Of riches, or of povertj ; no contracts, 
Successions ; bound of land, tiltli, vineystrd, nonn ; 

No occnpation ; all meu idle, all." 

Time wiis wiled. away in pryiag into crannies and crevices of the 
coral reefe constructed by millions of polypi, and one day they 
stumbled upon a mass of ambergris, weighing many ponnda. Pros- 
perity did not increase the happine^ of the triumvirate ; ihe golden 
age began to vanish with the discovery of treasure ; each urged 
claims wliich to the others seemed unreasonable ; Chard and Waters 
quarreled, called each other hai-d names, and were about to fight a 
duely when Carter had a happy thought, and hiding their weapons, 
enforced peace. 

Matthew Somers gM,ve a glowing description of the Bermudas 
when he returned home, and urged its occupancy. He declared that 
it was not an isle of devils ; in language resembling Caliban's, he 
asserted :i 

"ITie isle is full of voices, 
Sonnda, and sweet airs, that give delight, and hurt not. 
Sometimes a thousand twanging instruments 
Will hum about mine ears ; and sometimes voices 
That if I then had wak'd after long sleep, 
Will make me sleep again ; suid then in dreaming 
The clouds methought would open, and shew riches 
Ready to drop upon me." 

But the merchants of London classed hisstories with the travelers' 



"That there are unicorns ; that in Arabia 
There is one tree, the phcEnix throne ; one phojnix 
At this hour reigning there. "^ 

Virginia had been so highly extolled in the days of Kaleigh's at- 
tempt to colonize America that the stage players often brought down 
the house by some ailusion to the New World. 

1 Tempest, Act 3, Scene 2. 

S Act B, Scene s. 
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STAGE PLAYERS' ALLUSIONS. 23 

The wtage caricatai'es of Virginia were an annoyance to those in- 
terested in planting of an English civilization there, and Crashaw 
in a sermon preached February 21st, 1609-10 in one of the London 
churches before the stockholdei-s of the Virginia Company and Lord 
Delaware, the Governor-General elect of the colony, pours out the 
following invective ; 

" As for players, pai-don me right honorable and beloved for so 
wronging this place and your patience with so base a subject ; they 
play with princes and with potentates, magistrates and ministers, 
nay, with God and religion, and all holy things ; nothing that is 
good, excellent, or holy can escape them ; how, then, can this nation ? 
But this may suffice that they are playei^ ; they abiise Virginia, but 
they ai-e players ; they disgrace it, but they are but players ; and 
they have played with better things, and such for which if they re- 
pent not vengeance awaits them. 

" But let tbem play on ; they make men laugh on earth, but He 
that sits in heaven laughs them to scorn, because, like the fly, they 
so long play with the candle, tiil first it singes their wings, and at 
last burns them altogether. 

" But why are the playei-s enemies to the plantation ? I will teil 
you the cause ; fii-st, for that they are multiplied here that one 
cannot live by another, and they see that we send all trades to Vir- 
ginia, but will send no players, which if we would do, those that 
remain would gain the more at home." 

In September, 1610, Sir Thomas Gates and Captain Christopher 
Newport arrived in London and con'oborated the statements con- 
cerning- the Bermudas', iind only a few months later Lord Delaware 
came back ; and an Indian boy who was brought to England by his 
order, at this time attracted attention £is he walked the streets, and 
perhaps Shakspeare saw him and was led to place these words in 
Trinculo's mouth. 

" What liave we heiB, a man oi-aflshy Dead ov alive V A flsh, he smells like 
a fish I a very ancient andfehhke Buiell; akind of, notoftkeneweBt Poor-John. 
A strange finh ! Were I in Eng-land now, (aa onte I was) and had bnt this fleh 
painted, not a holiday fool there but woiild give apiece of silver ; then would tiis 
monnter make a man ; any strange beast there makes a man. When they -will 
not give a doit to relieve a lame beg-s"i^'i t'^'^J ^vil] lay out fen to see a dead 
Indian.''! 

1 Act 2, Scene J, uf Tempest, 
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24 DISCOVERY OF AMBEUGHIS. 

Ea.rlv in the jeaa' 1613, members of the Virginia Oompaay of 
London sent an expedition to Virgiuiola aa Bermudsis was first called 
but soon changed to Summer Islands, in r^pect of the mild, un- 
varj'ing temperature, and also in reiv.embranee of Sir George Somers. 
In April of this year the three dwellers on the island were filled with 
joy at the sight of an approaching ship with the flag of England, 
which proved to he the Plough with a party of colonists under a 
Governor More. 

" As soon as we landed," says one of the ptissengei-s, " we went to 
prayer, and gave thanks unto the Lord for our safe arrival, and 
whilst we wei-e at prayer we saw three men coming down to us." 

Another wrote : " The climate I hold to he very good, and agree- 
able with our constitution of England, for the men which were left 
there are very fat and fair, not tanned nor hiirned in the sun, so 
much as we." 

Chard, one of the trio, being a-slsed by Governor More as to the 
discovery of ambergris, denied any knowledge, and secretly made an 
arrangement with the captain of the Plough to have the lump con- 
veyed to England. Carter at length disclosed the plan and con- 
fessed that they had the treasure, when Chard was arrested, bnt was 
subsequently released, and Governor More in behalf of those he rep- 
resented, received one-thii-d of the ambergris. 

In a few weeks the ambergiis was offered for sale in Loudon, and 
the East India Company bought of the Virginia Company two boxes 
at sixty-two and sixty-three shillings an ounce. Children stopped 
at the windows of jewellers' to look at the ornaments made of Ber- 
mudas' products ; and exclaim, in substance, as in later years the 
poet Pope : 



Chapman, the dramatist, wrote a piece which was played by 
members of Lincoln's Inu, and the Middle Temple, in February, 
1613, at the White Hall Palace, London, in honor of the maiTiage 
of Frederick, the Prince Palatine, and the Princess Elizabeth, the 
daughter of King James. The chief maskers were dressed as 
Indians, with vizards of olive color, feathers on their heads, and 
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THE MASK OF FLOWERS. So 

1)11^ 111 k hill (Itwn their shoultiei-s. On tlie stage wiis aii 
laluid of ioek'5 and c ivps and Plutua, Prince of the Virgin land, 
WIS prominent One of the maakera speaks as follows: "A rich 
isliiid l>ing m the '50uth Sea called Pceana, being tor strength 
and iiehes enllM the lavel ot the South Sea, is by earth's round 
motion moved near ilna Bntam shore, :n which island, being yei 
ui (.ominand of the Vnginiin continent, a troupe of the noblest 
Virginians, attended hither the God Riches all triumphantly shin- 
ing in a mine of gold. For hearing of the most royal solemnity 
of these nuptials they crossed the ocean in their honour and are 
here arrived." 

John Rolfe, .soon after his anival in Vii-ginia from Bermudas, 
opened the fii-st tobacco plantation, in English North America, 
and others followed, until Vu-ginia tobacco became known in Lon- 
don stores. In a debate in the House of Commons early in 1614 
a member said: "The shop-keepers sent over all kinds of goods, 
for which they received tobacco instesid of wine, infinitely to the 
prejudice of the Commonwealth. Many of the divines now smell 
of tobacco, and poor men spend 4d. of their day's wages, at night, 
in smoke." 

In the Masli of Flowers, performed at White Hall on Twelfth 
Night, 1612-13, by gentlemen of the Inner Temple and Gray's 
Inn, under the auspices of Sir Francis Bacon, aftei-wards Lord 
Verulam, and others. Silenus challenges Kawaaha, the God of the 
Florida Indians, and declares that wine is more worthy of praise 
than tobacco. Kawaslia was personated by a masker ivith a cap of 
red cloth of gold, pendants in his ears, a glass chain about his 
neck; his body and legs covered with olive colored cloth, and in 
his hand a bow and arrows, and "the bases of tobacco colored stuff 
cut hke tobacco leaves." The colloquy is spirited and well sus- 
tained: 

tiilmntn. " Kawaslia coaiea in uiajestie, 

Was never audi a God as he; 

He's come from a farre countrie 

To make our nose a chimney. 

KawasMi: The Wine takes the contrary way 
To get into the hood, 
But g'ood Tobacco makes no stay 
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26 1-RAiSE OF GOOD TOBACCO. 

But seizetli wliere it shoalcl. 
More iocenfie hatii burned at 
Great Kawashae's foote 
Than to Silen and Bacchus both, 
And take in Jove to boote. 

SUcnus. The Worfhiea tiiey were nine, 'tis true, 
And lately Arthm-'a Knights I knew, 
But now are i!Oine up Worthies new, 
The roaring' boya, Kawasluie's crew. 

KtiiiasJui. Silen OS top pea the barrel, but 
Tobacco toppes, the braine 
And makes the vapours fire and soote, 
That man revives againe^ — 
Sothing but fumigation 
Doth charm away ill spirits, 
Kawasha and his nation 
Pound ontthese holy rites." 

It is worthy of note that on the same nuptial occasion tliB 
Tempest was acted by John Heming and the rest of the King's 
Company before Prince Charles, the Prince Palatine Elector and 
his bride, the Princes Elizabeth. 

To such representations Craahaw appears to allude in the intro- 
duction to Whitaker's Good News from Virginia, when he apeaka 
of the calumnies against the colony " and the jests of prophane 
players and other aycophants, and the fiouts and mockes of some 
who by their age and profesaion should be no mockers." 

The good clergyman, Samuel Purchai^, wrote about the same 
time: "God Almighty prt^per that the woi'd may goe out of 
Bermuda, and the law of the Lord from Virginia^ to a true conver- 
sion of the American world thfai hitherto our humorists, or Span- 
ish insolence have intended."' 

In the Daily Prayer appointed for the Virginia Plantation, and 
published A. D. 1612, is this petition; "And, whereas, we have 
by undertaking this plantation undergone the reproofs of the base 
world, in so much aa many of our own brethren laugh vs to seorne, 
Lord, we pray Thee to fortifie vs against this temptation; let 
SambuUftt and Tobias, Papist and Players, and such other Amonits 
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THE LAUGHS OF STAGE POETS. 27 

iind Horonits the scum and dregs of the earth, let them iiiocke such 
as help to build vp Jerusalem, and they that be iilthy let them be 
filthy still." 

The introductory epistle to a little book called "New Life of 
Virginia," also published A. D. 1612, asserts that "the malicious 
and looser sort, with the licentious vain stage poets, have whet 
their tongues with scornful taunt against the action itself, inso- 
much as there is no common reproach nor public name of any 
thing this day, except it be the name of God, which is more wildly 
defamed, traduced and derided by such unhallowed lips, than the 
name of Virginia." 

In John Cook's play of " Tu Quoque, or The Cittie Gallant," pub- 
lished in London A. D, 1616, a penniless fellow says : " I dare not 
walk abroad to see my friends, for fear the sergeants should take 
acquaintance of me ; my refuge is Iceland or Virguiia." 

John 0. Halliwell, whose pains-taking research has thi-own much 
light upon the writings of Shakspeare, discovered a poetical tract, 
" Newes from Virginia," published in A. D. 1610, in the library of 
the Earl of Charlemont, in Dublin, imd knowing of no other copy 
in existence, in 1865, he had twenty-five copies printed, of which 
fifteen were destroyed, and t-en were distributed.^ As the earliest 
narrative which was published of the wreck of the Sea Venture, 
upon the Island of Devils, " otherwise called Bermoothawes," it is 
of interest to the students of the early English colonization of 
America. The writer, R. Rich, was one of those on board the Sea 
Venture, at the time of the wreck, and in a brief preface to the 
poem he calls himself a "soldier blnnt and plain." In the list of 
the adventm-ers of the Virginia Company appeal' the names of Sir 
Robert Rich, who contributed seventy-five pounds, and one Robert 
Rich, who paid twelve pounds and ten shillings. 

Sir Robert Rich, in A, D. 1617, sent orit Oapt. Tliojnas Jones, in 
the ship Lion to trade in the waters of India and Japan, and in 
1619, Rich,now become the Earl of Warwick, hired Jones to go to Vir- 
ginia, with a ship load of cattle, and after this, Jones, under a pat- 
ent of the Vii'ginia Company, siiiled in the May Flower, with the 
Puritans who were landeil on Plymouth Rock, 

1 OuAiigiistlG.lBll, John Wrielit.liookBeller, entered at Stiitlonei's' Hill] "A baUail. 
Tlie last news fron Vlrgiijia, being an enoonragenient to aU others to foUow tliat noble 
enterprise." No copy of this halliid Is Itnowii to have been preserved. 



„ Google 



'28 POEM OF It. RICH. 

[t may be tliat R. llich, the writer of the poem, wiis a relative of 
Sir Robert Rich. 

Shakspeare's latest composition is supposed to have been the 
play ot the Tempest, and was composed at the time when the Earl 
of Southampton, his friend, was disposed to talk much of the 
wreck of the Sea Venture, and the escape of its passengers, and 
was fitting out colonies to settle in Virginia, and Virginiola, as 
Bermudas was once called. It is not therefore surprising that we 
should find in the Tempest, alUisions "to the vexed Bermoothes," 
the constant play of thunder and lightning, and a monster living 
on an isle of the sea. 

The poem of Ricli is of interest not only on iiceount of its great 
rarity, but also of its being the first printed account of the wreck 
of the Sea Venture. 

It was introduced to the reading public in a small quarto with the 
following title : 
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NEVVES FROM VIRGINIA. 



The Lost Flocke Triumphant ; 

With the happy Arrival of that famous and 

worthy knight S' Thomas Gates ; and 

the well reputed and valient Cap- 

taine M' Christopher New- 

porte, and otliers, into 

England. 

With the manner of their distresse in the Hand of Devils 

(otherwise called Bermoothawes) where they 

remayned 42 weekes, and builded 

two Pynaces, in which 

they returned into 

Virginia. 



By R. Rich, Gent., one of the voyage. 



.1 Chnst-Church d 
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TO THE RBADEE. 

Reader, — how to stile tJiee I tiiowe not, perliaps leai'ued, perliajffi unlearned; 
happily captious, happily envious ; indeed, what or how to teaiine thee I know 
not, only as I began f will proceede. 

Reader : Thon dost peradventui'e imagine that I am mercenaiie in this hiid- 
iiea, and write for money (as youi' modeme Poets use) hyred by eome of those 
ever to be admired adventm-ers to flatter the world. No ; 1 dieclaime it. I have 
knowne the voyage, past the danger, seene thiit honorable work of Vu-ginia, and 
I tijanke God am arrivd here to tell tliee what 1 have seene, don, and past. If 
thou wilt believe me, so ; if not, so to ; for 1 cannot force thee but to thy owne 
liking. I am a soldier, blunt and plaine, and so is the phrase of my newes ; and 
1 protest it is true. If thou aake why .1 put it in verse, I prethee knowe it was 
Oiiely to feede mine owne humour. I must confuse, that-, had t not debarde 
myselfe of that large scope which to the writJTig of prose is allowed, I should have 
much eaed rayselfe, and given tliee batter content. But I intreat thee to take 
this as it is, and befoi'e many daies expire. T ivill promise thee the same worke 
more at large. 

T did feare prevention by aonae of your writerB, if they should have gotten 
l)ut some part of the newes by the tayle, and therefore, though it be rude, let it 
passe with thy hiring, and in so doing I shall like well of thee ; but, however, I 
have not long to stay. If thouwilt beunnaturalltothy countryman, thou maist, 
— [ must not loose my patrymonie. I am for Virginia agaiue, and so 1 will bid 
the haitily ferewell with an honest verse ; 

As T came liether to eee my native land, 
To waft me backe lend me thy gentle hand. 

'Hiy loving Country-man, 
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NEWES FROM VIRGINIA, 

of the happy arrival of that famous 

and worthy knight, Sir 

Thomas Gates 

and well reputed and valiante Captaine 

Newport, into England. 



" Tt is BO idle fobiilous tale, 

Nor is it feyued newes, 
For Tndh herself is heere aiw'd, 

Because you slioultl not muse. 
With her hoth Gates imd Newpoi't come. 

To tell Bepm-t rloth lye, 
Wiicb did devulg« into the world, 

That they at sea did dye. 

'Tia tiae that eleaven moiithes and more. 

These gallant worthy wights 
Was in tie sMppe Sea-Ventnre nam'd, 

Deprived Virginia's sight : 
And bravely did they glyde the niaine, 

Till Neptune 'gan tofrowne, 
As if a courser proudly backt 

Would throwe his ryder downe. 

The seas did rage, the windea did blowe, 

Distressed were they then ; 
Their shippe did leake, her taddings breake, 

la daunger were her meii. 
But heaven was pylotte in this storme, 

And to an Uand nere, 
Seiinoothawes called, conducted them. 

Which did abute their feare. 
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NEWS FROM VIRGINIA. 

But yet these wortMes forced Wei's, 

Opprest witli weaUier againe, 
To runne tkeir ship tietween Wo rockdw, 

Where she dotli sUU remaiiie ; 
And then on shoare the iland caine, 

Inhabited hy hogges, 
Some foide, and tortoyftes there were, 

They oidey iiad one dog's*. 

To Idll these s'wyne to yield tliein foode 

That little had to eate, 
Their store waa spent, and all things scaTit, 

Alas ! tkey waated meats. 
A tliousandhoggiistlmt dogge didVill, 

Then' hunger to BURtaane, 
And mth such fbode, did in that ilc 

Two and forty weekee remaine, 

And thei'e two gallant pynaaes 

Did build of i^eader-tree 
TTie brave Deliverance one was call'd 

Of aeaventy tonne was shee, 
The other, PaMeitce had to name, 

Her hwrthen thirty tonne ; 
Two only of their men which there, 

Pale death did o' 



And for the losBe of these two soiden. 

Which were accounted deere, 
A Sonne and daughter tlien was home, 

And were baptized there. 
The two ajid forty weefces being past, 

Tkey hoyst sayle and away ; 
Their ships with hogs well fi-eightetl wei 

Then' harts with middejoy. 

And so to Virginia came, 

Where these brave soldiers finde 
The English -men opprest with grieft 

And discontent in miade ; 
They seem'd distracted and forlome 

For those two worthies' losse, 
Tet at then; home returne, they joye'd, 

A mongst tliem some were crosse. 
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NEWS FROM VIRGINIA. 

And in the midst of discontent 

Came noble Delaware ; 
And heard the griefes on either part, 

And sett Bieia free from care : 
He comforts them, and cheeres their hearts, 

That tliey abound witk joy ; 
He feedes them full, and feedes tlieir boules, 

With God's word evejy day. 

A dieereet counsell be creates 

Of men of woithy fame, 
That noble Gates, leiftemmt was, 

The admiral bad to name ; 
The wortky Sir George Somere, knight, 

And others of command ; 
Maistor George Pearoy, which is brother 

Unto Northumberland, . 

Sir Fardinando Wayneman, knight, 

And others of good feme. 
That noble lord his company 

Which to Virginia came, 
And landed tliere, his number was 

One hundred seaventy ; then 
Ad to the rest, and they make fall 

Foure hundred able men, 

"Wliete tJiey unto tlieir labour fall. 

As men that mean to thrive ; 
Let's pray that heaven may blesse them al! 

And keep tliem long alive ; 
Those men that vagrants hv'd witli us, 

Have there deserved weU, 
Their goveinour writes in their praise 

As divers letters tel. 

Ayid to the adventurers thus he writes, 

B* not dismayed at all, 
For scandall cannot doe us wrong, 

God will not let us fall. 
Let England knowe our willingaesse, 

For that onr worke is good, 
Wee hope to plant a nation, 

Where none before bath stood. 
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To glorifle the Lord 'tis done, 

And to uo other end; 
He that would cniase so good a worke, 

To God can he 110 friend; 
Tkete is no feaie of hunger here 

For eome mneh Btore here growes, 
Much fish the guHnut riTrers yield, 

'TiB truth, without suppose. 

Great store of fowle, of venison. 

Of grapes Mid multerries, 
Of cheanuta, walnnia and such Mfce 

Of fruits iuid sirawhemra, 
There is indeed uo waait at all 

But some, condicion'd ill, 
That wish the worke should not goe on, 

With woi'ds doe swme to kill. 

And for an ioistance of tlieir store, 

The nohle Delawtij^ 
Hath for a. present hither sent. 

To testiflp his care 
In managing so good a worke, 

Two gaJlant sluptJ, by name 
The Blessing and the Hercides 

Well fraught, aaid in the same 

Two ships, are these cominodities 

Purres, sturgeon, caviare. 
Black walnut-tree, and some deale boards. 

With such they laden aie : 
Some pearie, some wainscot and dapborda. 

With eome sasairas wood, 
And iron promis't for 'tis true 

Their mynes are very good. 

Then mangre, scimdall, false report 

Or any opposition, 
Th' adventurers doe thus devnlge 

To men of good condition, 
That he that wants shall have reliefe 

Be he of honest minde, 
Apparel, coyne, or anything, 

To sudi they will be kinde. 
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To sucii aa to Virginia 

D J purpose to repaire ; 
And when that they shall hither come, 

Each man shall have his share, 
Day wag«s for the laborer, 

And for his more content, 
A house and garden plot shall have. 

Besides 'iJB further ment 

That every man shall have a part. 

And not thereof denied 
Of generall profit, as if that he 

Twelve pounds, ten shiLlings paid; 
And he that in Virginia 

Shall copper coyne receive. 
For hyer, or commodities, 

And will the country leave 

Upon delivery of such coyne 

Unto the Govemour, 
Shall hy exchange, at his returne, 

Be hy their treasurer 
Paid him in London, at first sight. 

No man shall cause to grieve 
For 'tis then: general will and wish 

That every man shall live. 

The number of adventurers. 

That are for this plantation. 
Are full eight hundred worthy men, 

Some noble, aU of fashion; 
Good, discreete, their work is good, 

May h^ven assist them in their worke, 
And thus our newes is done." 
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36 DAVENANT, SSAKSPEARE'S GODSON. 

Gates, Newport, and Rich found Virginia, everywhere, evU 
spoken of, upon their arrival io September, 1610, in London, 

The seven ships from which' they had been separated in the 
storm, had safely arrived ui the summer of 1609, at Jamestown. 
The passengers were an '"unhallowed crew." Twenty-eight or 
thirty were sent in the ship Swallow to trade for corn with the 
Indians, and never returned. Those who reached England told 
horrible tales, the recital of which caused the hair of the flesh to 
stand up. They asserted that the colonists were starving and feed- 
ing upon rats, mice, snakes aod toad-stools; that an Indian had 
been dug out of his grave and eaten ; and that one man killed his 
wife as she slept upon his bosom, cut her in pieces, powdered her, 
and fed upon her, till he had eaten all of her body except the head. 
Sir Thomas Gates found that this story met him everywhere, and 
he softened it somewhat by stating that the man hated his wife and 
killed and cut her in pieces, and as an excuse plead hunger, but he 
was tried, found guilty, and burned to death. 

It was necessary by "Newes from Virginia," and other pamphlets, 
to reassure the London merchants, who had become despondent, 
and bravely assert — 

"For scandal cannot do us wrouR, 

God will not let us fell, 
Let England know our willingness 

for that our work ia good, 
We hope to plant a nation 

Where none before hath stood.'' 

Shakspeare died, A. D. 1616,l>efore his patron, the Earl of Southamp- 
ton, became the presiding oflcer of the Virginia Company of London. 
The great dramatist loved to stop at the Crown Inn, Oxford, and 
was godfather to a son of the handsome landlady. The godson 
became a poet, and early in 1650, as Sir William Davenant, was 
commissioned by Charles the Second as Governor of that part of 
Virginia, known as Maryland. On his voyage he was captured by 
one of the ships of Parliament, brought back to England and 
lodged in the Tower, where he finished his poem of Gondibert. and 
was at length set free by the friendly intercession of the great Puri- 
tan, John Milton. 
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DOCUMENTS 

FOR TITK PIKST TIME PRINTED. 

English Colonization of America. 



The i'oIli!i\iiig eoiTeHpoiidence copied, by tlie courtesy of the Mayni- 
of Sandwich, from the ancient archives of that town, will be read 
with interest by all stndenta of Virginia history and the English 
Colonization of America, 

Sir Edwin Sandys was knighted by King James in 1603, the same 
yeai' that the pbilosopher Francis Bacon received the honor. The 
second son of the Archbishop of York, he attended one of the col- 
leges of Oxfoi"d in 1577 when about sixteen years of age. In early 
manhood he traveled on the continent and wrote '"Europse Specu- 
lum, or The State of Religion in the Western Piii-t-s of the World," 
and was several times a member of the House of Commons. 

With the celebrated Lord Biicon he prepared, in 1604, a remon- 
strance against the title of the King of Great Britain being assumed 
by James, in which were set forth the now accepted principles of 
popular liberty. For services rendered the government he received 
an estate at Norburne, or Northburne, six miles in the country, 
from the port of Sandwich, and here he established his residence. 
For years he was an active promoter of the colonization of America, 
and on the 26th of April, 161'! was elected the presiding oificer of 
the Virginia Company of London, in place of Sir Thomas Smith. 
The town of Sandwich in 1630 chose him, after a " tumultuous elec- 
tion," as their representative in Parliament, and during the recess, 
by oi'der of the Ifing, he wiis placed under arrest, with the Lords 
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Oxford, Southampton, and other opponents of arbitrary rule. When 
the House of Commons aasembled again in November, 1631, the 
members were indignant at the confinement of Sandys. Sir George 
Calyert, the King's secretary, also a member, afterwards the projector 
of the province of Marj^land, with acrimony told James the First 
the feelings of Parliament, and he wrote an angry letter complain- 
ing of the " fiery, popular and turbulent spirits " of the House, and 
denying their right of petition in points he had forbidden to be dis- 
cussed. Pym and other members of a committee, caiTied to the 
King a reply, and he again answei-ed in arrogant sentences. Hal- 
lam states thiit the court now became alarmed, and sent Calvert to 
the House of Commons with an explanatory mras^e, but the storm 
could not be allayed by calling the King's language " a slip of the 
pen, at the close of a long letter.'' The House, to the last, firmly 
asserted that there should be freedom of debate, and " from all im- 
peachment, imprisonment and molestation" for anything said on 
the floor of Parliament. 

While Sandys was under arrest officers were sent to search his 
house. His high-toned wife, with womanly dignity, bore the inquis- 
ition of her drawers and jeweliy casket, but when the key to her 
husband's papers was demanded, an indignant heart forced this 
utterance from her lips, " T wish his majesty had a key to unlock 
her husband's heart, that he might see that not anything was there 
but loyalty." 

A few months after Sandys became the head of the Virginia Com- 
pany, on the 9th of June, 161&, 0. S., a patent was granted largely 
by his influence to John Whincop' for the use of the Puritans at 
Leyden, which was never used, but on the 2d of the next February 
at a meeting held in his house near Aldersgate, a patent was granted 
to John Peirce and associates, under which the May Flower sailed 
and landed its passengers at Plymouth Hock. 

On the 9th of June, 1620, Sandys wrote from hia country seat at 

Northburne to Buckingham, that he would cheerfully serve one 

1 In the London Company's traiiflaotious ol May 26, 361S, Wliincop Is Bpoken ol as ■■ 
" Oue Mr. Whiueop eommandad to tlie oompauy by the Eart o£ Lincoln, intending In 
person to go to Vli'glnla." On Easter Sunday A. B. 1632,' three brothers, John, Sajiiuel 
and Thomas Whlnoop, preached In the church of St. Mary'e Spittle, Loudoa. In A. D. 
1642, the chaplain ot the Puritan Lord Say wa? a Itev. Dr. Whincop, Koetoi- o£ St. Mar- 
tin's in the field, London. 
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year more iis the head of the Virginia Compauy, hut the King was 
opposed, and said to some of tlie raembera that Sandys was his 
greatest enemy, and that he could Imrdly think well of any one who 
was his Mend, and working himself into a psission exclaimed, 
" Choose the devil if you will, but not Sir Edwin Sandys." In view 
of this opposition the Company, on the 19th of June elected the 
Earl of Southsmptou as his successor. 

Saiidys lived until lie was nearly seventy years of age, died ui 
October, 1629, and waw buried at Northburne. In his will he left a 
legacy of .£1,500 to establish a lectui-e on metaphysics at Oxfoi-d. 
He was married four times. One of his sons, Edwin, a colonel under 
Croniwe]l,feil in battle on the 3d of September, 1651, at Worcester, ^ 

The first of his letters on file in the archives of Sandwich was 
written at Northbome on the 21st of March, A. D. 1610, Old Style, 
but A.. D. 1611, iiccording to modern computation, and addressed to 
the Mayoi and Jurats ot that poit 

lln nnrihrr KPI f, orai tin iiriiiimi: ril S\\ I rtttlii S i.uclj'' ii i h ed at Jamestown 

IS Th L r \ II nil 1'i 1 'i 1 ' III I ' i|i SiiiiljH mule tills entiylii the family 

mill I I if Mai oil It ilvottae doolimtiie 

iiiM I I LiilieiHuil and William, Lord Ewer. 



Wmitli^li!-.in ^DwKs let \oiu mmibersiuii 
GHb n tin toniii I sii ilnll it liyalong 
And do iinipli lioiioiu- to tlie Eui,llifli tongtii 
Entite the Hiises tilltliei-to leiuiL, 
Fntteittliemfeeuth train tlieni t" tlni iir 

Button may save ^ our laboiii iiAuiiuli >si 
To nnte tome ai^lit of Toursn im ■- 
Aa savage slavta lii, in Gieat lint tin lien 
Ab you Pan sliow iiit tliere 

Willie It JameatowH worthy ( eoj.Be ' triiiaUteiltlii, remiilal»fe l>ook3 of Ovid, and 
in 3626 Jtlei lie returned to Eiiglmid tlie (iliole nas iiul>]l9lied it I*udon,iu an elegant 
lllnstrateil tolio Fullei file liWoil m mot* MiatPi Sandva n aH ftltogethec aa des- 
tejoH'i It UiipnimRii ti iml ithi^ iiid 111* on ii poeins B'l spntelul v igorous and mascu- 
line He Inid to l-i i \tiv latd man lUioni I siw liitlie Savoy In. I64i, liaying a 
1 oiitliful 'OHl in 1 (leo II ed boili 

HcicMded i( llie lioust of lila uieit the mdoiv of Ti uicis WyaU, Govetnorof 
\ Irginfi In the Begisttr of lie\lei Abbey Kent ii this < ntiy " Georglua Sandys, 
Poetaniin An^lotmii sui Bfeoull f icile pnnceii? aejiultu^ fultMailil J itllo Aaglico. An. 
nom mu 
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I am requested by his Mat'^ Counsil for Virginia to conveigh 
these inclosed, to yo'' hands & to procure yo' answer against the 
beginning of the next term. The effect is to inuite yo*^ town & 
such particular pei-sons of worth as shall l>e so disposed, to partnership 
in the great action of Virginia, w'ch after manifold disasters doth 
now, under the government of noble & worthie leaders, begin to 
revive, and we trust ere long shall flomish. 

I acquainted them that yo' Town had been much hindered by 
sickness: in regard whereof the lesse will be i>erhap3 expected. 
But they would not pass over so principal a poi-t, in an action tend- 
ing generally to the good of the whole Realm, but the profit 
whereof will chiefly fall to the Hauen Towns, & principally in 
them, to merchants. 

But I will leave you to the letter itself; only thus much (to 
acquaint y" w*'' the pi-esent state of the busines): we have sent 
away S'' Thomas Dale w*'' 300 men & great abundance of victual 
& furniture. We send after them, this next month two ships 
more w"^ 100 Kyne & 200 swine for breed.^ And if monie come 
in, whereof we are in very good hope, in May next we shall send. 
S'' Thomas Gates w'" other 300 men of the best and choicest we 

1 sir TlLomas Dale befoi'e reiiclilLigmanliaofleLitereilthe anny of tho Netliei'lands, 
and rose to a, poaltlan uf bonor. Win wood, the EiigUsli Ambassfi.d.or to tlmt coimtry, 
in Mavcli, A. D. Wai, was Intomietl by the Secretary ot Stiite, tliat King Jamea wlslied 
him to "take notice o£ his graelouB opinion of tlie merit o( Captain Dale, both tor 
having been a vallunt and long servltoi, and having for the most part" served at Ws own 
charges. 

In Jane, iao«, the King ol England knighted him as Sir T)iomas Dale of Surrey. 
Eetalning bis commlsalon In the anny of the Metherlands, he left the TLajnee ivlth a 
party of colonists In Pebmary, and reached Jamestown on the I2th of May, A. D. IGIO. 
With John Eolfe. Pooahoutaa and a party ot Indiana he retnrned to England in Jmie, 
1816. His wife was EUzabetli. danghtec of Sir Thomas Tlicockmorton, Et, and slater of 
Sir William Thrackmorton. Baronet. Toward the close of tlie year 161T, hewa^ made 
nommander of the fleet of the East India Company. In February, 1618, after making 
his will and pMvision for his wife, he embarlied for the Indian Oaeaii. On the voyage 
from Eiigano in the Malay Archipelago, to Masulipatam he became sick and on the 
IBthof July, 1B19, soon after his arrival at aie latter place, died. 

He left no children. His wife's wiu, made on 4th of July, and proved on 2d of De- 
cem1>er, 1640, directsd that her debts slioiQdbe paid out of the estate lu the hands of 
Uie East India Company and her estate in Vliginia. The .■italemont that Sir Thomas 
Dale had been twice manned appears to be Incorrect. 
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can procure.! W'cli tloiie, and God blessing them, the busincs we 
account is woiin. 

Thus w*'' my very heartie saiutations, I bet^tke y" to the Tuition 
& Direction of the Highest, & rest, 

Y'' very loving friend, 

EDWIN SANDYS. 
Norborn, 

21 Martii, 1610. 

The letter forwarded from the Virginia Company by Sandys was 
Rent from Sir Thomas Smith's house, in Phiipot Lane, London, 
where the meetings of the corporation were then held, and is aa 
follows : 

I.KTTUR OF VIRGINIA COMPANY. 

" The eyes of all Europe looking upon our endevours to spread 
the Gospell among the Heathen people of Virginia, to plant o'' 
English nation there, & to settle at in those p'ts w"" male be 
peculiar to o"^ nation, so that we may thereby be secured from being 
eaten out of iill proffits of trade, by our more industrious neighboKf, 
wee cannot doubt but that the eyes of also of y"'' best judgment-s 
and affections are fi.^ed no lesse upon a designe of see great conse- 
quence. 

The reasons that action hath not yet received the successe of o' 
desires and and expectac'ons are published in print to all the world. 
To repeat them all were idlenew in us & must bee tedious to you, 
yet to oraytt meation of that niayne reason w'ch hath shaken the 
whole frame of this business k w'ch hath begott theise o"^ requests 
to you, would but retnrne unto us a fruitlesse ac^ompt and conse- 
quentlie a haziird ti> destraie that life w'ch yet breaiheth in this 
action. 

1 Sir Tliumiadites ftlillc In tliB iiillltun seimeof the Nethedands. obtained leave 
of ib'feni'p t'< (-'1 n ith thf "\]>( i1!tii"i In VIrB,l[ilfl. In the suiinuer of the year 1610, he 
nao 'LPiit 1 III til I II liii I fi I II I II1-I iMiie to pitietire suppUes and represent the 
iiiteii I I I I I I II I li lUed agaiiifor Virginia In chaise i>t a Liuni- 
!)ei 1 1 I I I hi', «ife and dHUElitera. His wile <lied :tt.fpa, 

inil 11 I I III DiLCinber his daiiglitere returned toEng- 

Uiul » L I I I II I I pi nL„ of 1814 Gates left Vli^nlft nnii ni^vot I'e- 

turn>d II li IS liepii s 11 1 ih il h ili d ni the sp" ite of the East India Company. Sir 
t AniaterdonL, In 1B21, In a itttev to tlie EiijtUali 
love to the lionest Sir Tho's Gates." 
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That reason in few wordi^ wiis want of meanes to imploie 
good men. & want of juat payment of the meanes wliicli weare 
promised, m disabling ns tlierebie to set fortli o'' suiipliL'S in due 
sesison. 

Now that we have established a form of gon'ment fitt for 
sueh members iu the p'sons of the Lord La Warr Eind S'' George 
Sommers allready in those p'ts. as also in S' Thomas Dale embsirqt 
w'th 300 men & provisions for them, and the CoHony to the value 
of many thousands of pounds, who is already falne downe the 
ryver, in his waie thither, k in S'' Thomas Gates whom we 
reserve to second this expedicon, in Maie next, with 300 more of 
the choicest p'sons wee can gett for moneys through your means 
& our own eai-es. 

Wee accompt from many advised consnlta«ons that 30,000£ to bee 
paid in two years, for three supplies, will be a snf&cient sum to 
settle there, a very able and strong foundacon of sinexing another 
kingdome to this Crowne.^ 

Of this 30,000£ there is allresidy signed by diverse p'ticular 
noblemen, gent" and merchants the some of 18,000 as maie 
appeare unto you by a true copy of their names and somes, written 
with their own hands in a Register booke w'ch remaynes as a 
recorde in the hands of & Thomas Smith. Threr, for that planta- 
eon, so that the adventures to be procured from all the noblemen, 
the Byshopps & Clergie that have not yet signed from all the 
Gentrie, Merehanis and Corporate townes of this Kingdome, doth 
bat amount to 13,000£ payable as aforesaid. 

To accomplish w'ch sum wee entreate yo'' favours no farther 
than amongst yo^'selves, and as alaall seerae good unto you upon 
respect of your judgments, ranck and place; we endevour by theis 
o'' requests to gaine as helpes unto vs. in such poor measure as wee 
have begun towiird the advancement of soe gJoryous an action. 

Wee are farther to entre'ate yo'' helpea to procure vs such nom- 
bers of men k of such condieon as you ai'e willing and able; wee 
send you herew'^" the list of the nombers & qnahtie that we 
entende, God willing, to employ in Maie next. 

1 In IfilO Uie Virginia Company adopted as n motto ot it^ S«;il : " ICn [ dat Vii'sUiia 
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As soon as you can w^'' couveniency wee desire yo'' resolucons 
touching meaiies and men, upon receipt tliereof ■wee shall acknowl- 
edge due tlianlrs & lymitt the time of their appearance, wherein 
wee shall not forgett the poiiite of chsu'ge to the undertakers, how- 
soever we preferre so farre aa lyes in us, a seiisonahle dispatch to the 
first place of o' consideracons. 

The benefitt by this action, if it «hall please God to blesse these 
begynnings w*'' a happye snccesse must arise to the generall good 
of this Common wealth. To laie then a stronge foundaeon of soe 
great a work wee hold o^selves & o"' request to yo"^^, waiTanted by 
the reasons aforesaid & by the rules of honoixr k judgment, & 
for as wee o^'selves, the p'sent adventurers cannott receive the whole 
benefitt, soe can it not be expected that we should undergoe the 
whole ehai-ge. The often renewed complaints against Companyes 
heretofore hath happened by reason of the Mouopolizings of trade 
iiito aftw men's hands, and though the ice of this busnes hath 
been bioktn by the purses, cares, and adventures of a few, yet wee 
se(,lu1e no subject from the future benefitt of o'' present care, 
chaige and hazard of p'son & adventures, all w'ch we leave to 
yo' judiuiou'5 considericons & only importune yo'' speedy resolu- 
cons thit icuorclmg to the warrants of duty wee maie either wash 
o' hands from lurthti care or cheerfully embrace strength from 
you to the fuitherance of this action, that tends so directly to ad- 
vance the gloiy of God, the honor of o'^^ English nation & the 
profitt and seeuntie m o'^^ judgment, of this Kingdome, 

And soe leavmg you to that sence hereof w'ch his goodness shall 
please to infuse into yon, who is of absolute power to dispose of all 
things to the best, wee rest. 

Yo'' very loving friends, 
From S' Thomas Smyths' Pembroke,, 

house in Philpot Lane, the Mo'^tgomery, 

28"' of February, 161(1. Southamptos,s 

Lisle,* 
I Sir] Walter Cope. [Sir] Thomas Gates, 

"' G. OOPPIN. " ROBEET MaNBELL, 

" [Illegible.] " Edwin S.^.ndts, 
■■ Tho, Smythe, ■■ Baptist Hicks, 
" H. Fanshaw. 

1 WUllflin, Eiifl o£ Peniljcoke. 

aPliliip. ' Monfgoiiiery. 

SHonry, " Soutluimpton. 

4 Robert, Lord Lisle, afterwards Ljrd o( Leioestor, 
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Boys, in '' Collections for the history of Sandwich," states that 
the town in 1609 granted £25 as a venture for the settlement of 
Virginia, and it is without doubt in reference to this that the fol- 
lowing letter was addre^ed on the 8th of April, 1612— 

" To the Right Wo^', my very loving friends, the Mayor and Jtirates 
of Sandwich : 

Gentlembn— I am required by his Ma*'""^ counsel for Virginia, 
to call on you for the twenty-five pounds w°" long since y" promised 
to adventure w*'' them, towards the furthering of that plantation. 
And have received fi-oni them a Bill of adventure under their scale 
to he delivered unto you upon paiment of that sum, w"^'' Bill I have 
sent you by M"^ Pai-ke to be disposed accordingly, 

I am also in their names very earnestly to pray y*"" furtherance, 
towards the furthering of a Lotterie lately granted to tbem by his 
Ma''^ . The use and nature thereof y" shall perceive by the pro- 
clamation concerning it, which I have also sent. And M"" Mayor 
of Sandwich is particularly desired to receive & return such monies 
as men shall be disposed to tidventure in it, according to such in- 
structions as are contained in a hook sent to you for that purpose ; 
presuming greatly of your affectionate rediness to aid & advance 
so worthie an enterprise tending so greatly to the enlargement of 
the Cristian truth, the honor of oi' nation, and benefit of English 
people, as by God's assistance the sequell in short time will manifrat. 
The example also hei-eof, now benfieiall in y""" best & most need- 
ful occaaions, it may prove unto y'^^'selfe I know in your wisdome 
Y" will ei^ily see and consider. So with my very hartie salutationM 
I commend y" to the diviin^ tuition and rest. 

Y'' veiy loving friend, 

NoBTHiioiiN, EDWIN SANDYS. 

8 Aprile, 1612. 
Less than a month after Gates arrived. Lord Delaware landed, on 
the 10th of June. 1610, at Jamestown, but on March 28th, 1611, he 
visited England on account of ill health, leaving George Percy 
Deputy Governor. At that time, the only other place inhabited by 
whites, was Point Comfort, which consisted of a small loii; fenced 
with paJisadoes, one dwelling, a store, and a few thatched cabins. 
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HONOEABLE OEORUB PERCY. 

After the name of Eobert Hunt, preacher, in the list of the 
members of the expedition who settled at Jamestown in 1607, is 
that of George Percy. An honorable man, the descendant of an 
honorable house, uncomplaining under peculiar hardships, and 
faithful to his fcnist, it is to be regretted that so so few ineidentw of 
his life have been preserved. 

Ee was the brother of the Duke of Northumberland, and his 
narrative of the plantation of the soathern colony in Virginia, end- 
ing at September, 1607, abridged and published by Purchas, is full 
of interest. 

With Gabriel Archer and .John Smith he ucconipanied Captain 
Newport in the first explorations of the James river in the vicinity 
of Richmond, After Captain Smith's term as President of the 
Council expired, the colonists, in the absence of Sir Thomas Gates, 
who hat! been wrecked at Bermudas, chose Percy as president. 

A dispatch to the Earl of Salisbury, Secretary of State under 
King James, dated October 4, 1609, written by one of the senior 
captains of the vessels of the Gates and Somers expedition, states 
that "they found all the Council dead but Captain Smith, who 
reigned sole Governor, and is now sent home to answer some mis- 
demeanors. George Percy, brother to my Lord Northumberland, is 
elected President, and Mr. West, brother to Lord Delaware, of the 
Council, with Captain Martin." 

Among the papers in the library of the present .iilarl of North- 
umberland there is evidence that there wa,s an affectionate interest 
felt by the Northumberland family in their representative in Vir- 
ginia. Amid many entries in an expense-book, kept in the day^ of 
James the First, the following are found: A charge of £9, 2s., 6d. 
for clothing sent to Mr, George Percy by Captain Newport; and 
also a payment of 14 shilhngs to Mr. Melshawe for many neces- 
saries which he delivered to Mr. Percy towai'd the brrilding of a 
house in Virginia. On February the 6th, 1610, payments to the 
amount of £i32, Is., 6d. were made by the head of the Northum- 
berland family for Mr, Percy. There appears also a payment by 
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the Duke of Northumberland in 1607-'8 of 3 shilliags ioi imgs 
and otiier pieces of copper given to the Virginia Prince, of 8 shil- 
hngs for cutting a large and smal! Virginia stone; 24 bhiilings for 
gold, and 15 shillings for setting the large Virginia stone m gold 
[n 1610 a Declaration of the State of Virginia was printed, and a 
copy was purchased for 6 shillings for the Norihumberland family. 
Upon the an-ival of Sir Thomas Gates in May, 1610, from the 
Bermudas, Percy ceased to act as President, and Gates became the 
GoYernoc under the new charter until the coming of Lord Dela- 
ware, two weeks later. Delaware, as Governor-General, made 
Percy one of the Council. In March, 1611, Delaware, on account 
of ill-health, sailed from Jamestown, and Gates, the Lieutenant 
Governor, being in England, Percy was appointed Deputy-Gov- 
ernor. Among the Northumberland papers there is the following 
letter, written to his brother Henry, and dated August IT, 1611, 
which probably was brought to England in the ship Star, which 
arrived there about the 1st of December with Captain Newport. 

Bif/ht B:oHo''}f 

I am not ignorant, and cannot be thei'efore unmindfullinwhat 
I may so satisfie your Loi" for your manifold and continuall curiesies 
wcu 1 dayly and at the reprotch of everie shipping do abundantly 
taste of, and I must acknoWledg freely that this last yere hath not 
bin a little rhardgable unto your Honnor who I hope will continue 
so noble and hono"^^ opinion of me as you shall not think anything 
prodigally by me wasted or spent w*^'' tendeth to my no little ad- 
vancement : True it is the place w"" I hold in this Colonic, (the 
store affording no other meanes then a pound of meale) cannot be 
de defraied w'" small expense, it standing upon my reputation (being 
Govemeur of James Towne) to keepe a continuall and dayly Table 
for Gentlemen of fashion aboute me, ray request mito y^' Lol'. at this 
present is to intreate yom' Honnor to be highly pleased to dischardg 
a Bill of my hand made to Mi' Nellson, and lihewise a Bill of eight 
pounds unto M'^^ PindleBurie of Lond" merchant and I shall ever be 
in all humble dutie bound unto your LoP: And thus wishing all 
honnor and happines to aceompanie you in this world and eternall 
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blisse in the otlier to come I c«ase to be farther vnneceasary troub- 
lesome vnto your Lop. ever voiving my self and the vttraost of my 
servieea in all duty unto your Honno''. iuid i-est. 
Your Lordship's 

louiuge brother 
Virginia, Jamew GEORGE PEROV. 

Towne, August 17, 1611. 

[Addressed:] To the right Hono^'^"^ my siiiguler good 
Lord and Brother, The Earle of 
Noi-thumberland, give these. 

The Secretary of the Virginia Historical Society, R. A. Brock, 
Esq., statra that there is among the collections of that Society a fine 
portrait of Captain George Percy, which, together with one of Lord 
Culpepper, was donated to the Society by Charles Wykeham Mar- 
tin, Esq., of Leeds Castle, England, in 1853. The frames accommo- 
dating each of these portraits are of solid British oak, handsomely 
carved and gilded, and were presented with them by William Two- 
penny, Esq., of London. 



rage 3. " Jolin" should read " Geoi^e" Keni] 
Page 13. "Saratlve" should read "nairative. 
Pago 20. "aucving" sliouia read "surviving." 
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BDWAED D. NEILL, 

PRESBYTBE OF llEFORMKD EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 




EEPSIMTED FROM EPISOOPAL KECOEDIE, 



PHILADELI'HIA: 
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Extract from Sermon of Patrick Gotland, lyefore the Virgin 

t Bow Church, London, Thursday, April 18, 1622. 



" And, that I may bend my speech unto all, seeing so many of the 
Lord's worthies have done worthily in this noble action ; yea, and seeing 
that some of them greatly rejoice in this, that God hath enabled them to 
help forward this glorious work, both with their prayers and with their 
purses, let it be your grief and sorrow to be exempted from the company 
of so many honorable-minded men, and from this noble plantation, tend- 
ing so highly to the advancement of the Gospel, and to the honoring of our 
dread Sovereign, by enlarging of his kingdoms, and adding a fifth crovni 
unto his other four: for '■En dat Virginia quintam' is the motto of the 
legal seal of Virginia." 
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CHAPTER I. 



CHAPLAINS OF KARLY EXPBDITIONa. 



Edward Maria Wingfield, the Presidtait 
oi' the Fii-st Council of Virginia, makes the 
ibilowiog statement, relative to the first 
clergyman wlio arrived, in 1607, with the 
founders of Jamestown : — ■ 

H£\ EJliLRi IIL^^ 

For my fir^it w< rkL which Vi&i, to make 
light choice of a spiiitual pastor I ^ppeeIeft 
to the lemembranee of my Lo ot Caunt 
hia Gia<c who gi\e me veiy ^lacioub 
^ulience in my ie<iuest And the world 
knoweth when I toik with mp truly i man 
in my opinion not my wiil to be touched 
with the rebellious humor of a j ipi'it spirit 
noi blemiihed with the le'^st suapiuion of a 
factious schismatic 

The appointment of RDbeit Hunt as 
diaplam of Newport expedition to Vii 
ginia came through the direct agency oi 
Eichard Hakluyt, Prebend of Westminster, 
who was an earnest advocate for the planting 
of an English colony in America. 

Anderson supposes that he had been a 
rector in Kent, before he received the posi- 
tion of chaplain. Amid all the dissensions 
of the firet colonists, he proved himself a 
gentle shepherd, and won the respect of all 
classes. President Wingfield speaks of him 
as follows : " Two or three Sunday mornings 
the Indians gave us alarms ; by that times 
they were answered, the place about us 
discovered, and our divine service ended, 
the day was fer spent. The preacher d; 
ask me if it were mj pleasure to have 



seriaon ; he aaid he was prepared for it. I 
made answer, that our men wei-e weary and 
hungry, and that he did see the time of the 
day far spent (for at otlier times he never 
made such question, but the service finished, 
he began his aei'mon), and that if it pleased 
him, we would spare him till some other 
time. I never MLed to take such notes, by 
writing, out of his doctrine as my capacity 
would comprehend, unless some rainy day 
hindered my endeavors." 

On rainy days the pla«e of worship was 
not very comfortable. The congregation 
assembled in fair weather under an old 
sail, suspended from trees, but when it 
rained service was held in a rotten tent. In 
time the colonists constructed a barn-like 
edifice, with a roof of turf and earth resting 
upon rafters, and in this place, as humble as 
the manger of Bethlehem, Hunt officiated as 
long as he lived. 

In the winter of 1609 a fire broke out, 
which destroyed Hunt's library, and before 
the summer of 1609 he had died, but the 
precise time has not been ascertained. 

EBV. MR. QLOVEK. 

In June, a, d. 1611, Sir Thomas Gates 
left England on a second voyage to Virginia. 
William Craahaw, the celebrated divine, 
father of the poet, says that the Bev. Mr. 
Glover accompanied him, who had been 
" an approved preacher in Bedford and 
Huntingdonshire, a graduate of Cambridge, 
reverenced and respected," but-he soon died. 
McslecoyLjOOgle 
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Crashaw writes, " He endured not the sea- 
sictneas of the eountrey so well as younger 
and stronger bodies ; and eo, after zealous 
and faithful performauce of hia ministeriall 
dutie, whilest he was able, he gave his soule 
to Clirist Jesus (under wh<«e banner he went 
to fight, aud for whose glorious uame's 
sake, he undertook the danger) more worthy 
to be accounted a true confessor of Christ 
than hundreds that are canonized in the 
Pope's Marytyrologie." 



Crashaw, the father of the poet, and 
a distinguished divine, in the year 1613, 
alludes to the ministers who had gone to 
America as able and fit men, " all of 
them graduates, allowed preachers, sin- 
gle men, having no pastoral cares, nor 
charge of children," and eshorte them in 
these words : " Though Satan visibly and 
palpably reigus there, more than in any 
other known place in the world, yet be of 
couri^, blessed brethren ; God will tread 
Satan under your feet shortly, and the ^es 
to come will eternize your names, as the 
apostles of Virginia." Among these so- 
called apostles, one who came with Sir 
Thomas Dale, in 1611, was Alexander 
Whitaker. He had been comfortably set- 
tled in the north of England for five or six 
years, after gi-aduating at Cambridge, when 
he tore himself away fi-om comforts and 
friends, and "his wai-m nest," constrained 
by the love of Christ to become a miasion- 
ary. He was the son of the great scholar, 
William Whitaker, for many years Profes- 
sor of Divinity, and Master of St. John's 
College, Cambridge, of whom a poet said : 
" He was the shield of truth, the scourge of 
error." With his iather he held the then 
prevailing opinions of the Church of Eng- 
land. He taught that a bishop and pres- 
byter in the New Testament were of the 
same order, and that the only Apostolical 
Succession was based upon the presentation 
of Scriptural truths. " If," said the elder 
Whitaker, "he is a perfect minister who 



has learned the scriptural doctrine, and ex- 
plained it to the people, then that is a true 
and perfect Church which receives aud 
cherishes such doctrine." 

The son had been taught, also, that bap- 
tism purifi^ none, except tiiose who receive 
the promise of gratuitous justification in 
Christ, and that there was nothing like a 
real, express presence in the elements upon 
the Lord's Table. 

But one of Alexander Whitaker's ser- 
mons was published. In 1613 it was printed 
in London, and contains the following sen- 
tence :— 

" Let not the servants of superstition, that 
think to merit by their good works, go 
beyond us in well-doing, neither let them be 
able to open their mouths against us, and to 
condemn the religion of our Protestation, 
for want of charitable deeds." 

Sir Thomas Dale had passed many years 
among the Presbyterians of Holland, before 
coming to Virginia. His first wife was a 
relative, and his second wife a sister of Sir 
W. Throckmorton, a man of Puritan affini- 
ties. Many of the settlers at Henrico were 
Dutchmen, and it was to be expected that 
Whitaker's views would be in sympathy 
with Low-Churchmen, the prevailing party 
among the people of England. 

Hamor, the secretary of the Colony, in a 
narrative published in London, in 1616, 
prints a letter of Whitaker's, written in 
June, 1614, which contains the earliest ac- 
count of a church organization among the 
Eaglish of North America. He writes : 
" Every Sabbath day we preach in the fore- 
noon, and catechize in the afternoon. Every 
Saturday, at night, I exercise in Sir Thomas 
Dale's house. Our Church affairs be con- 
suited on by the Minister and four of the 
most religious men. Once every month we 
have a communion, and opce a year a so- 
lemn fast." 

The weekly religious service, or exercise, 
on Saturday night, was a characteristic of 
the Puritans within the Church of England. 
Purchas states that tlie surplice was not 
eveu spokeu of in Whitakgr's parish. The 
Hcstecoy Google 
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CoDsultation with four of the most religious 
men resembled a Dutch consistory. 

Before June, 1617,Whitaker was drowned, 
and William Wiekhatn, a pious man, with- 
out Episcopal ordination, conducted the 
services at Henrico. In 1621 Eev. Jonas 
Stockton took charge of the parish. 

The unreliahle John Smith published a 
letter, purporting to have been written by 
the Eev. Jonas Stoekham, on May 20th, 
1621, which Purchas states was addressed to 
Alexander Whitaker. Alluding to the I 
diaus, he remarks : " We have sent bo; 
among them to learn their language, but 
they return worse than they went; but I 
am no statesman, nor love I to meddle with 
anything but ray books, but I can find no 
probability by this course to draw them to 
goodness ; and I am persuaded if Mai-s and 
Minerva go hand-in-haud, they will effect 
more good in one hour, than these verbal 
Mercurians in their lives. And till their 
Priests and Ancients have their throats cut, 
there is no hope to bring them to conversion." 

This sentiment, attributed to Btockharo, 
we find in almost similar language in a 
letter written on April 15th, 1609, by the 
historiographer, Eicbard Hakluyt, to the 
Virginia Company. His words relative to 
the Indians are, "They be also as uncon- 
stant as the weathercock, and most ready 
to take al! occasions to do mischief. They 
are great liars and dissemblers, for which 



faults oftentimes they had their < 
payments. And many times they gave 
good testimonies of their great valor and 
resolution. To handle them gently, while 
gentle courses may be found to serve, it 
will be without comparison the best ; but 
if gentle polishing will not serve, the one 
shall not want hammerers and rough 
masons enow— I mean our old soldiers 
ti'ained up in the Netherlands — to square 
and prepare them to our preachers' hands." 

No such letter could have been written 
to Whitaker, as alleged, in 1621, for in 
1617 he was drowned. There was no Eev. 
Jotias Stoekham in Virginia, but in 1620 
there arrived, in the "Bona Nova," the 
Rev. Jonas Stockton, about thirty-six years 
of age, with a son Timothy, ten years old, 
and for a time he was minister at Hen- 
rico and New Bermudas, 

At the instance of Sir William Throck- 
morton, in 1620, one of the Indian girls 
brought to London by Sir Thomas Dale in 
1616, being weak with consumption, was 
sent to the house of a cousin of Whitakei', 
the Eev. William Gouge, who " took great 
pains to comfort her, both in soul and 
body." Gouge was a Cambridge graduate, 
noted for scholarship, oratory, piety and 
philanthropy. He was a member of the 
Westminster Assembly of Divines, and 
died in December, 1653, after a pastorate 
of forty-five years at Black Friars, Loudon. 



CHAPTER II. 

CLERGY PEOM A.D. 1619 TO A.D. 1630. 



Hunt, Glovor, and Whitaker had all 
been summoned to the " belter land " before 
the assembling at Jamestown, on July 80th, 
1619, of the first Amencan legislature. 

RICHAKD BUCK, CHAPLAIN OP THB " SEA 
VENTURE." 

Richard Buck, who had been an Oxford 
student, wa.^ "an ableandiiainful preacher," 



commended to honest Sir Thomas Gates by 
Bishop Eavis, of London, one of the trans- 
lators of the King James' version of the 
Bible, a prelate of mildness and liberality. 
He embarked in 1609, in the " Sea Ven- 
ture," with Gates, Somei«, and Captain 
Newport, and during a violent storm in the 
last days of July, Ihe ship was wrecked at 
Bermudas. Here the passen|ef^aud salWs 
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remained several months, and Buck waa 
faithful in the discharge of his duties. 

Sti-achey, tiecretarj' of Virginia, says :— 
During our time of abode upon these 
islands, we had every Sunday two sermocs 
preached by our minister, beside every 
morning and evening, at the ringing of a 
bell, we repaired all to public prayer, at 
what time the names of our whole company 
were called, and such as were wanting were 
duly punished." He was occupied while 
there in baptizing, burying, and marrying. 

John Eolfe, whose name has become 
distinguished as the first man who estab- 
lished a tobacco plantation in Vii^inia, and 
linked with the romance about Pocahontas, 
was, with his white wife, passenger on the 
" Sea Venture." Mrs. Eolfe gave birth to 
a daughter, and on the 4th of February, 
160y-10, she was christened Bermuda ; 
Strachey and Captain Newport standing as 
"witnesses.". After a brief existence the 
child was buried on the Island. 

A ship of seventy tons, named the 
" Deliverance," having been built, in it, and 
a small pinnace, called the " Patience," the 
party left, and in the latter part of May, 
1610, arrived at Jamestown. Sir Thomas 
Gates, before he unrolled his commission 
and commenced his duties as Governor, 
caused the bel! to be rung, and then the 
emaciated and desponding colonists listened 
to the " zealous and sorrowful prayer of Mr. 
Buck." On Sunday, the 10th of June, 
Lord Delaware arrived as Governor Gen- 
eral, and immediately went ashore and 
heard "a sermon made by Mr. Buck," 
The church in which this sermon was 
preached a chronicle of that day described 
as " a homely thing, like a barn set upon 
crutehets, covered with rafts, sedge and 
earth ; so was also the walls." 

Lord Delaware ordered the church to 
be repaired, and when completed it was 
twenty-four by sixty feet in dimensions, 
the pews made of cedar, the communion 
table of black walnut, a baptismal font 
hollowed out of a log like a canoe, and two 
bella on the west gable. 



Every Sunday two sermons wer 1 1 ed 
by Buck, or Glover, or Whitake d tl 
Puritan custom of a sermon or 1 t 
Thursday was also observed. D g th 
if present, Lord Delaware sat in 
the chancel, in a. green velvet chair. Ill 
health soon compelled Delaware to go back 
to England, and then the rude church agiun 
to decay. 

of all the clergymen who 
being " single men." If 
correct. Buck must have 
married some of the female passengers 
wrecked at Bermudas, or some one in 
Virginia, soon after, for in 16H there is 
evidence that he was a husband. Toward 
the latter part of that year, in the midst of 
great destitulion, his wife bore a daughter, 
which was appropriately named Mara- 
The mother, in her desolation, thought, no 
doubt, of the green hedges and good cheer 
of dear old England, and appreciated the 
language of M'aomi, in the Book of Ruth — 
"Call me not Naomi, call me Mara, for 
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with 
me. I went out full, and the Lord hath 
brought me home again, empty," 

Three years after Mara's birth the Lord 
gave the wife of Buck a son, which was 
named Gershom. The good man thought 
of Moses, no doubt, who, when his wife, 
Zipporah, bare him a sou, "he called his 
name Gershom, for, he said, I have been a 
stranger in a strange land," 

In the year 1616, the minister's wife 
became the mother of a son, which proved 
a child of sorrow, and was well called 
Benoni. He did not chuckle and laugh in 
childish glee, he had a vacant stai'e, and it 
was soon evident that he would not be able 
to measure a yard of cloth, number twenty, 
or rightly name the days of the week, and 
that he, under the English Statute, would 
be called " a natural fool." 

The fourth child was born about the time 
that the first legislature met, and the colony 
was " pelegged," or divided into many 
election precincts, and the boy was named 
Peleg. 



VIRGINIA COLONIAL CLERGY. 



Mr. Buck died before the year 1624, but 
the precise time has not been ascertained. 
Ambrose Harmar, who in 1645 was a 
member of the legislature from Jamestowu, 
in a petition presented in 1637, states that 
he had for thirteen years had the €are of the 
idiot Benoni Buck, the iirst in the colony, 
and appears to have been the guardian of 
the other children. 

By Buck's will, his wife had a life 
interest in his lands, and after her death 
they were to belong to the children. Hen- 
ing's Statutes state that the attention of the 
legislature of March 1654-5 was called to 
l.he will of Eicbard Buck, and it was 
decided that his lands descended to bis 
children, and not to Bridget Bromfi eld, late 
wife of John Burrowee, and that Elizabeth 
Crompe was to remain in possession. 

Thomas Crompe came to Virginia as 
early as a.d. 1624, and was a delegate to 
the legislature that met in February, 1631- 
32, from James City. Elizabeth Ci'ompe 
may have been the daughter of Th 
Crompe and Mara Buck, and the grand- 
child of Itev. Bichard Buck. 

In 1624 Mara Buck, then unmarried, 
was living with John and Bridget Bi 
jowes, at James City. Could Bridget Bi 
rowes have been the widow of Buck, and, 
atl,er the death of Eurrowes, could Mi 
Bromfield have become a third husband? 



A minister named Gfeorge Keith, thirty- 
three years of age, with a wife, and son 
John, aged six years, in 1617 arrived in the 
ship " George," and settled at Elizabeth City. 
He may have been the same person who was 
the first minister at the Bermudas, whose 
governor at this time was Daniel Tuck* 
who had been a councillor and prominent 
citizen of Virginia. 

He entered one hundi-ed acres, by patent, 
and for some time a creek in the neighbor- 
hood of Elizabeth City, now Hampton, was 
called Keith's. 

HiB wife appears to have died, 1624. 



he was the first minister of Bermudas, he 
was a nonconformist. 



William Mease came about the time of 
Glover and Buck, remained ten years in 
Virginia, and in 1623 was living in Eng- 



Thomas Bargrave, who came in 1618, was 
the nephew of Dr. Bargrave, the Dean of 
Canterbury, and came out with his uncle. 
Captain John Bargrave, who spent several 
thousand pounds, with a Mr. Ward, in es- 
tablishing a plantation on the south side of 
the James, above Martin Brandon, in the 
district through which runs a creek, to this 
day called Ward's. He probably succeeded 
Wickham at Henrico, and Whitaker at 
Bermuda Hundred. He died in 1621, and 
left his library, valued at one hundred 
marks, or seventy pounds, to the projected 
college at Henrico. 



David Sands, or Sandys, came in tiie 
" Bona Veatura," in 1620, and first dwelt 
at John Dtie's plantation in Hog Island, 
but early in 1625 he was at the plantation 
of Captain Samuel Matthews, within the 
precincts of James Gty. In July, 1624, he 
petitioned for relief from calumny deroga^ 
tory to his profession. 

J0KA8 STOCKTON 

Arrived in January, 1621, in the ship 
" Bona Nova," and was about thirty-six 
years of age. His residence was at Eliza- 
beth City, but for a time he preached at 
Henrico. In January, 1625, be was alive, 
but after this he is not mentioned in any of 
the records we have examined. 

Govei-nor Yeardley, in the spring of 1619, 

found a " poor ruinated church " at Henrico, 

and at Jamestown " a church built wholly 

at the charge of the inhabit^ts of that 
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city, of timber, being fiity foot in length 
and twenty foot in breadth." 

lu 1621 Sir Francis Wyatt became 
Governor, and a number of clergymen 
came to Virginia, but the General Assem- 
bly of 1623 stated that "divers had no 
orders." 



Eobert Paulet, in July, 1621, was an- 
nonnced as one of the Governor's Council, 
and was at that time residing at Martin's 
Hundred. He had been engaged in 1619 
to go to Southampton Hundred, founded by 
Tra«y, Throckmorton, Thorp and others, in 
the triple capacity of "preacher, physician, 
and surgeon," and arrived in the month of 
December, He never took the oath of 
Councillor. The Virginia Company of 
London,in a letter dated July 22d, 1622, to 
Governor Wyatt writes, "Mr. Eobert Paulet, 
the minister, was he whom the court chose 
to be of the Council ; the adventurers of 
Martin's Hundred desire that he might be 
spared for that office, their buBineas 
requiring his presence continually." 

ROBERT BOLTON. 

In the records of the London Company 
is found the following minute : — " Upon the 
Right Honorable the Earl of Southampton's 
recommendations of Mr. Bolton, minister, 
for his honesty and sufficiency in learning, 
and to undertalie the care and charge of the 
ministry, the Company have been pleased to 
entertain him for their minister in some 
vacant place in Virginia." 

Mr, Bolton came with Governor Wyatt, 
in October, 1621, and was sent to Elizabeth 
City. He was engage<l by the planters of 
the eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay, 
as their first minister, and preached for two 
years there, and perhaps a longer period. 
He may have been the Bobert Bolton who, 
in 1609, took tlie degree of A. b. at Oxford. 

On November 21st, 1623, Governor 
Wyatt issued the following : — 

" Whereas, it is ordered that Mr. Bol- 
ton, minister, shall receive, for his salaiy, 



this jeai, Lhrgughout ill the plantations at 
the Eastern Shore ten pounds of tobacco 
and one bushel of corn for every planter 
and tradesman, abo\e the age of sixteen 
years, alive at the crop these are to require 
Captain William Epps, commander of the 
said plantation, to raise the said ten pounds 
of tobacco and one bushel of corn," etc. 



Hawte Wyatt, named after his maternal 
grandfether. Sir W. Hawte, also came in 
October, 1621, in the same vessel with his 
brother. Gov. Wyatt. On the 16th of July, 
a few days after Bolton's appointment, it was 
signified to the London Company that Sir 
Francis Wyatt's brother, " being a Master of 
Arts, and a good divine, and very willing to 
go with him this present voyage, might be 
entertained and placed as Minister over his 
people, and have the same allowance to- 
wards the tlirnishing of himself with necessa- 
ries, as others have had; and that his wife 
might have her transport free, which motive 
was thought very reasonable," and it was 
ordered that he should have the same allow- 
ance as that which had been granted to Mr. 
Bolton. 

It is probable that the minister's wile 
went back in the summer of 1623, as a com- 
panion ot the Governor's wife, and in 16!i6 
he came to England, his fiither having 
died. Upon his return to England he 
found a great deal of ecclesiastical contro- 
versy, and his sympathies were with the 
Puritans. Opposed to the retrogressions of 
Archbishop I^aud, he was arraigned before 
the High Commission. On the 3d of Octo- 
ber he became Vicar of Bexley, Kent, the 
seat of his ancestors. He was twice married, 
and on the 31st ofJuIy, 1638, died. Some of 
his descendants came back to Virginia. An- 
thony Wyatt, one of Governor Berkeley's 
councillors in 1642, may have been his son, 
and perhaps Ealph Wyatt, who married the 
widow of Captain William Button, a gentle- 
man who had received from the Privy Coun- 
cil of England a grant of 7000 Bcr«! on 
both sides of the river Appomattox, 
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WILLIAM BENNETT. 

About the same time, in 1621, that 
Hawte Wyatt came, arrived William Ben- 
nett, iatheship" Sea Flower." He preached 
at the plantation settled under the auspices 
of Edward Bennett, a prominent London 
merchant, in the Warosquoyak district, 
which extended on the south side of James 
river. There is a warrant dated November 
20th, 1623, ibr collecting of the estate of 
Robert Bennett the salary of William Ben- 
nett for two years. 

His wife came in the " Abigail," in July, 
1622, and shortly after his man-iage, toward 
the close of the year 1624, he died. 

On the 22d of January, 1624-5, Catha- 
rine, Ihe widow of the minister, aged twenty- 
four, was residing at Shirley, with William, 
her infant, three weeks old. 



In December, 1621, Thomas AVhite ar- 
rived in the ship Warwick. Governor 
Wyatt and Council, in a letter to the London 
Company, written the next month, uses these 
words:—" The information given you of the 
want of worthy ministers here is very true, 
and therefore we must give yon great 
thanks for sending out Mr. Thomas White. 
It is our earnest request that you would be 
pleased to send us out many more learned 
and sincere ministers, of which there is so 
great want in so many parts of the country." 

White appears to have died before 1624, 
and his place of residence in the colony has 
not been ascertained. 

WILLIAM LEATE OB LEAKE. 

Humphry Slany, one of the prominent 
merchants of London, at one of the meetings 
of the London Company in 1622, informed 
them that Mr. Leate, a man of " civi! and 
good canity," formerly a preacher in New 
Foundiaud, was desirous to go to Virginia, 
and would put the Company to no charge, 
except for necessaries and such books as 
should be useful to him. A committee 
conferred with him, and asked him to preach 

3 



on a certain Sunday, in the afternoon, on the 
second verse of the 9th chapter of Isaiah, at 
Saint Scythe's Church, which was sur- 
rounded by handsome mansions in Saint 
Swithen's lane, near London Stone, 

He appears to have made a favorable 
impression. In a letter to the colonial 
authorities, the Company write, on 10th of 
July, 1622, O. 8. :— " We send over Mr. 
William Ijeate, a minister recommended 
unto us for sufficiency of learning and 
integrity of life," In less than six months he 
died. Governor Wyatt, the next January, 
wrote : " The little experience we have of 
Mr. Leate made good your commendations 
of him, and his death to us very grievous." 

GREVILLE POOLEY. 

Greville Pooley arrived in the ship 
" James," in 1622, and resided on the south 
side of James river, at Fleur-dieu Hundred, 
one of Governor Yeardley's plantations, 
adjoining Jordan's plantation. 

Samuel Jordan, a few months after 
Fooley's arrival, died, and the burial ser- 
vice was conducted by the neighboring 
minister. He left a young widow about 
twenty-three years of age, named Cecilia, 
called Siselye, and a daughter Mary, two 
years of age, and Margaret, an infant. 

Pooley asserted that a few days afl«r the 
funeral he courted the widow, and was 
encouraged, but afterward she accepted the 
attentions of William Ferrar, a neighbor, 
and brother of the Deputy Gfovernor of the 
Virginia Company in London. The afiair 
caused a great deal of gossip, and Governor 
Wyatt referred Pooley 's complaint of 
breach of promise to the London Company. 
In the Company's Transactions is tiie follow- 
ing minute, under date of April 21et, 1624 ; 
" Papers were read, whereof one containing 
certain examinations touching a difference 
between Mr. Pooley and Mrs. Jordan, 
referred unto the Company here for answer, 
and the Court requested to confer with 
some civilians, and advise what answer was 
fit to be returned in such a ease." A few 
mouths later the Governor of Virginia 
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issued the following order against flirting : 
" Whereas, to the great contempt of the 
majesty of God and ill example to others, 
certain women within this colony have, of 
late, contrary to the laws ecclesiastical of 
the realm of England, contracted them- 
selves to two several men at one time, 
wherehy mneh trouble doth grow between 
parties, and the Gfovemor and Council of 
State much disqnieted. To prevent the 
like offense to others hereafter, it is by the 
Governor and Conncil ordered in Court that 
every minister give notice in his church, to 
his parishioners, that what man or woman 
soever shall use any words or speech tend- 
ing to the contract of marriage, though 
not right and legal, yefc so may entangle 
and breed struggle in their consciences, 
shall for the third offense undergo either 
corporal punishment, or other punishment 



by fine or otherwise, according to the guilt 
of the persons so offending," 

Poor Pooley at last found a woman to 
love and be his wife, but in 1629 he and 
his family were massacred by the Indiana, 

ME. PENTOS. 

At Elizabeth City, on the 5th of Septem- 
ber, 1624, a Rev. Mr. Fenton was buried, 
who had recently arrived. 

HENKY .TACOi:. 

Henry Jacob, the eminent scholar and 
writer, and founder of the first Independent 
Church in London, was induced to come to 
Virginia, about 1624, and soon died. It is 
supposed that he may have gone to the 
Puritan plantations of Warasquoyak, 
established by Edwai-d Bennett and other 
London merchants, and perhaps succeeded 
William Bennett. 



CHAPTEK III. 



CLERIiY FROM A.l>. IfiSO TO A.D. ] 



WILLI A:if COTTON. 

William Cotton is the second minister re- 
siding on the eastern shore of Chesapeake 
Bay, and may have been the immediate 
successor of Eobert Bolton, whom we have 
noticed. It was a law of the colony " that 
whosoever should disparage a minister with- 
out sufficient proof to justify his reports, 
whereby the minds of his parishioners 
might be alienated from him, and his min- 
istry prove the less effectual, should ask the 
minister forgiveness, publicly, in the con- 
gregation." 

Henry Charlton, who, at the age of nine- 
teen, came in 1623 to Virginia, and was a 
servant of a planter in Accomac, Captain 
John Wileocks, one day in 1633 called the 
Rev. Mr. Cotton " a black-coated rascal," 
and it was ordered by the County Court, 
" that Mr. Henry Charlton males a pair of 
Stocks, and sit iti them several Sabbath 



days, during divine service, and then ask 
Mr, Cotton's forgiveness for using offensive 
and slanderous words concerning him," 

Stephen Charlton, who left, on certain 
conditions, property to the Episcopal Church 
in Northampton, or lower Accomae, was 
probably the son of this offender. 

MR. FALKNEE. 

Mr. Falkner, in the proceedings of the 
Assembly of 1643, is mentioned as the 
rector of the lai^ parish of the Isle of 
Wight county, but we find no further record 
of his life. 

It was not until after the year 1630 that 
the colonists of Virginia began to increase 
in wealth and population. In May, 1630, 
the population of the Colony was reputed 
to be twenty-five hundred. But in five 
years it had doubled. In 1636 twenty-six 
ships arrived, brining sisteea hundred 
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and sis immigrants. After tbis period there 
was some improvement in architecture. 

The Virginia plantere, in a document 
wi-itten in 1623, state " that the houses i 
moat built for use and not for ornament." 
The iaboriag men's houses in England, to 
which class they say " We chiefly profess 
ourselves to be, are in no wise generally, for 
goodness, to be compared uufco them." 

To stimulate improvements, in 16'i8 the 
authorities at Jamestown oifered land for 
house and garden to any who would build 
a dwelling. 

la 1640 twelve houses were built, one of 
brick, owned by Secretary Kemp, and con- 
sidered the "fairest in the Colony," and at 
the same time the first brick church in Vir- 
ginia, twenty-eight by fifty-six feet in size, 
was commenced at Jamestown. Many yeai-s 
afterwards, A. i>. 1676, it was destroyed by 
fire, and another church, the ruins of which 
are still seen, was erected. 

A levy of tobacco, at the same period, 
was ordered, to repair Point Comfort and 
build a State-house at Jamestown, and Mene- 
fie, sometimes spelled Menify, a prominent 
merchant, was sent to England to dispose of 
the tobacco and procure workmen. 



Anthony Pautou was the m ?t p on nent 
of the Virginia clergy, from the 1 g nn ug 
of the reign of Charles the F mt u 1 1 tl e 
death of Cliai-les the Second. 

At the solicitation of George Meaify, a 
prominent man in Virginia affairs, and 
othei's, Panton, in 1633, came to America. 

Menify had arrived in July, 1623, in the 
ship " Samue!," and became, in a few years, a 
prosperous merchant of James City corpora- 
tion, and agent for London mei'chajifs. 
He lived on a plantation called Littleton, 
between Jamestown and Warwick riv€a.', 
and his surroundings were more refined 
than the other colonists. He was the first 
person who raised peach trees in the valley 
of James river, and gave great attention to 
horticulture. His garden of two acres was 
full of primroses, sage, marjoram and rose- 



mary, and also contained apple, cherry, pear 
and peach trees. Panton's field of labor 
was in the new plantation of York, and the 
parish of Chiskiak, created 1639-40 by the 



In 1629 a law relative to tlie observance 
of the Sabbath was reenacted in these words : 
' That thei-e be an especiaU care taken by 
all commanders and othei's that the people 
doe repaire to their churches on the Saboth 
day, and to see that the penalty of one 
pound of tobacco for every time of absence, 
and fifty pound of tobacco for every month's 
absence, sett down in the act of the Grenerall 
Assembly, 1623, be levyed, and the delin- 
quents to pay the same, as also to see that the 
Saboth day he not ordinarily profaned by 
working in any imployments, or by iouruey- 
ing from place to place." 

About the time of Panton's ai-rival, in 
view of the scarcity of ministers, the legis- 
lature enacted : " In such places where the 
extent of the care of any myniater is so 
large that he cannot be present himself on 
the Saboth dayes and other holy dayes. It is 
thought fitt. That they appoynt and allow 
mayntenance tw deacons, whei'c any having 
taken orders can be found, for the readinge 
common prayer in then' absence." 

The Vii-ginians had been indignant at 
the intrusion of Governor Calvei't upon one 
of their plantations in Chesapeake bay, 
which had sent a representative to the leg- 
islature at Jamestown, and when one of their 
citizezis, of the isle of Kent, had been killed 
in a collision with Marjlaiiders, they be- 
came indignant at Governor Harvey's sym- 
pathy with those whom they considered in- 
truders, and on the '27th of April, 1635, a 
of influential persons was held at 
the York plautations, to adopt measures of 
or the many grievances they had 
from their Governor. The next 
day a meeting of the Council was held at 
Jamestown, and after excited discussion, 
Governor Hai-vey was arrested for treason, 
and sent over to England. The following 
December, at a meeting of the king's Privy 
Council, it was charged that one Eabnet, of 
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Maryland, had said that it was lawful and 
meritorious to kill a heretic king, wMeh was 
offered to be proved by one Mr. Williams, 
a minister, but Gfovei-nor Harvey refused 
his teslimtmy, because he married two per- 
sona without a license. 

Another charge was that he had silenced 
a minister by the name of White. 

To this Governor Harvey answered that 
White, in two years' time, had never shown 
any orders. 

Archbishop Land, who was present at the 
examination, sustained Harvey, by saying, 
" that no man may be admitted to serve as a 
Minister in any of the King's ships, until he 
has shown his ordere to the Bishop of the 
Diocese," 

Harvey was upheld by the King, and re- 
appeared in Jamestown in 1637, with in- 
creased authority, and the increased dislike 
of the Virginians. The Secretary of the 
Colony and warm sympathizer with the 
Governor was Richard Kemp, 

Acting both as accuser and judge, in 
1638, Kemp chai'ged Anthony Pauton, Rec- 
tor of York and Chiskiack, with calling 
him " a jackanapes ; that the King was mis- 
informed, and that he was unfit for the place 
of Secretary, that he was poor and proud, 
with hair-lock tied itp with a ribbon as old 
as Paul's," and also that he had preached 
against his pride; upnn these charges, Har- 
vey banished the minister for "mutinous, 
rebellious and riotous actions," 

Pantoa complained to the King's Privy 
Council. Harvey was soon removed from 
office and his successor. Governor Wyatt, was 
ordered to inquire into the Panton difiieulty. 

Before he could enter upon the examina- 
tion, Kemp, without permission, sailed for 
England, and Thomas Stegg, of Westover, 
an influential merchant, who was once 
Speaker ofthe Assembly, was fined 60 pounds 
sterling and to be imprisoned during the 
Governor's pleasure, for aiding aud assisting 
him to go out of the country, and fijrnishing 
him with money, because it endangered the 
colonial records, some of which he had 
carried away, and because he exhibited 



contempt toward the Governor in refusing 
to answer Panton's counsel. In April, 
1641, the Privy Council having heard both 
Kemp and Panton, the sentence against the 
minister was removed. On the 30th of 
October, Anthony Panton, calling himself 
" Clerk and Minister of God's Word in 
Virginia, and Agent of the Church and 
Clergy there," presented a petition to the 
House of Lords, in which he complained of 
the conduct of Governor Harvey, Secretary 
Richard Kemp and others, at whose hands the 
colonists had suffered many arbitrary and 
illegal proceedings, in speedy trial, extor- 
tionate and most cruel oppressions which 
have extended to unjust whippings, cutting 
of ears, fines, confinement of honest men's 
goods, peculation, aud the supporting of 
Popery, He also stated that Kemp had 
secretly fled from Virginia, carrying away 
the charter and divers records, and with his 
associates had, by misrepresentations to his 
Majesty relative to Governor Frauds 
Wyatt, who had only served under his last 
commission eighteen months, obtained anew 
government and a new charter. 

After the reading of these complaints, it 
was ordered by the House of Lords that the 
new Governor, Sir W. Berkeley, Kt,, Rich- 
ard Kemp and Christopher Wormsiey be 
stayed their voyage, and forthwith answer 
to the charges of the petitioner, Berkeley's 
commission as Goveraor had beeu signed in 
August, but owing to this and other delays 
he did not, before Februaiy, 1642, enter 
upon hie duties in Virginia, 



While Laud in England was having the 
" Book of Sports " read in the churches, 
and the youth, on Sunday afternoons, were 
encouraged to engage in games aud dances, 
and the Court on Sunday evenings were at 
balls, plays, aud masquerades, the Virginia 
Legislature, in March, 1643, enacted: "For 
the better observation of the Saboth, no 
person or persons shall take a voyage upon 
the same, except it be to Church, or for 
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other cause of extreme necesaitie, upou the 
penaltie of the forfeiture, for such offence, of 
twenty pounds," 

It had already, in 1629, been ordered 
" that the Saboth day be not ordinarily pro- 
ianed by workeing in any imploymente." 

The assembly of 1643 provided for the 
apiritual independence of the parishes outside 
of James City, by a law, which gave to the 
vestry of a parish and tlie county commis- 
sioners the right to elect and make choice 
of their ministers, which ministers should 
not be suspended by the Governor, except 
by complaint made by the vestry, and that 
final i-emoval from the parish pulpit was to 
be left to the Legislature. 

In the summer of 1641 the minister of 
the large parish of Upper Norfolk, afterward 
Nanseojond county, signified his intention 
to leave. In May, 1642, a letter was written 
and signed by Eichard Bennett, Daniel 
Gookin, John Hill, and others, "to the 
pastors and elders of Christ Church in New 
England," which was cai-ried to Boston by 
Philip Bennett, one of the best men of Vir- 
ginia, and contained a request for three 
pastors to occupy parishes which had been 
created by the legislature a few weeks 
before. 

The act was in these words : " For the 
better enabling the inhabitants of this 
colony to the religious worship and service 
of Almighty God, which is often neglected 
and slackened by the inconvenient and 
remote vastness of parish^, 

"Resolved, That the county of Upper 
Norfolk be divideil into three distinct 
parishes, viz't.: one on the south side of 
Nansimum river, from the present glebe to 
head of said river, on the other side of the 
river the bounds to be limited from Cool- 
ing's Creek, including both sides of the 
ci-eek, upward to the head of the western 
branch, and to be nominated the South 
Parish. 

" It is also thought and confirmed that 
the east side of Nansimum river, from pre- 
sent glebe downward to the north of said 
river be a peculiar parish, to which the 



glebe and parsonage house that now is 
shall be appropriated and called East Parish, 
The thu'd parish to begin on the west side 
of Nausimum river, to be limited from Cool- 
ing's creek, as aforesaid, and to extend 
downward to the mouth of the river, includ- 
ing all Chuckatuck on both sides, and the 
R^ged Islands, to be kno^vn by the West 
Parisli," 

The request was prayerfully considered 
by the churches and ministers of Boston 
and vicinity, and three good men offered 
themselves — John Knowles, pastor at 
Watertown, and a ripe scholar from Im- 
maiiuel, Cambridge ; "William Tompson, 
minister at Braintree, who had graduated 
at Oxford in 1619 ; and Thomas James, 
for two years the minister at Charlestown, 
and then removed to New Haven. 

Early in 1643 they arrived at James- 
town, bearing a letter of introduction from 
Governor Winthrop to Governor Berkeley. 
They were coldly received, and Thomas 
Harrison, as Chaplain, used his influence 
to have them silenced, and thus prevented 
from preaching in the churches ; but Wiu- 
throp, in his journal, says, "Though the 
State did siience the ministers because they 
would not conform t« the order of England, 
yet the people resorted to them in private 
houses, to hear them." 

Knowles and James returned after a few 
months, but Tompson, of " tall and comely 
presence," remained longer." Mather, in 
a commemorative poem, alludes to his 
success in Virginia — 

"A constellation of great converts there 
Shone round him, and his heavenly glory 

wear; 
Gookin was one of them ; by Tompsou's 

pains, 
Christ and New England a dear Gookin 

gains." 

Daniel Gookin was the son of tlie Daniel 
Gookin, of County Cork, Ireland, who in 
1621 commenced a plantation at Newport's 
News. The father and son were both na- 
tives of Kent County, England. In 1637 
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Daniel Gookia, 8r.j obtained a grant of 
twenty-five hundred acres npou the branch 
of Nansemond river, and in 1642 he was 
preeidect of the county court there, and oae 
of those who ijivited the ministers from New 
England, and by Tompsou's preaching 
bis son Daniel, about twenty-five years old, 
became a member of the Church, and iu 
1644 went to Boston to reside. Here he 
became a man of infiueuce, a friend of 
Eliot, the missionary and superintendent of 
Indian affairs. He died in March, 1687, 
aged seveuty-five yeara, and his tombstone 
is still seen in the graveyard at Cambridge. 
Sewail, the Chief Justice of Massachiisetts, 
visited him when dying ; iu his diary he calls 
him " a right good man." 
were very numerous. 



Thomas Ha o 
ginia as the cl ipla 



atistajp^s n"\ 
a of Go e n Be keley 
i lei n n eloq enceanl 
pathos, aul ^on 1 ir al a st ct co 
Ibrmiet to the Canon -^nd 1 tu gy ot tl e 
Church of Euglau 1 

On the 1 th f Ap ! 1644 the e was i 
navaJ engage nent ! et veen a h j ! oae 
captain adhered to the ca se of Charles the 
Firat, and two h ps ho e ofiice i= we e n 
sympathy v tl Pa 1 meut Tl e d ons 
and strifes ciused bj the v 1 v r u Bug 
land had been not ed by thi In 1 a and 
onthelSth a bk k Gool F dav n th 
Colonial caleuda the sa age suldenly 
swarmed arou 1 the feeble settle nents a 
the VaUey ot the James R ve n J as 
quickly disajpeared wth thei hauls f 11 
of reeking calp. bt ong men fa uted 
with horror, some mourned and refused to be 
comforted, for their children were not, 
and all felt it was a heavy judgment. 

From this time Harrison was a changed 
man. His sermons became more solemn 
and spiritual. He expressed his regret that, 
while keeping a fair exterior to the minis- 
ters from New England, he had quietly used 
his influence to have them silenced. 

The Act passed by the Itgielature soon 



after the massacre had his full sympathy, 
and indicates a reviving of religious life. 
It is as follows :— 

"Be it enaded by&e Govemour, Coumdl, 
and Burgesses of this present Grand Assem- 
bly, for God's glory, aud the publick beuefitt 
of the Coliony, to the end that God might 
avert, his heavie judgments that are now 
upon us. That the last Wednesday be sett 
apart for a day of ffast and humiliation. 
And that it be wholly dedicated to prayers 
and preaching, And because of the scarcity 
of pastors, many ministers having charge of 
two cures, 

"Be it enacted, that such a minister shall 
officiate in one cure upon the last Wednes- 
day of everie month ; aud in his other upon 
the first Wednesday of the ensuing month. 
And iu case of haveing three cures, that bee 
ofh ate n h B third cure upon the second 
W dne^day of the ensuing montli, which 
ball I e tl e lay of fast ; That the last act, 
made the 11 of January, 1641, concerning 
tl e ste s preaching in the forenoon and 

te hL.e ug n the afternoon of every 
Sund y be evived and stand in force. 
An 1 case any miaistei' do faile so to doe, 
That he to te 1 500 pounds of tobaccoe, to be 
d spo el ot by the vestrey for use of the 
par sh 

The a b t ary and choleric Berkeley dis- 
1 k d Ha uon's changed manner, and 
d smiled 1 m as too grave a Chaplain. He 
tl e OSS d ver to the parishes of Nanse- 
nonl wl se ministers he had helped to 
Ir ve away and preached to the people. 

In tob r 1645, the House of Commons 
orle ed that there should be liberty of 
cousc en e natters of God's worahip, in 
all of the American plantations. Tlie next 
year Captain Sayle, afterward Governor of 
Caroluia,and the venerable Patrick Copland, 
in his youth the friend of Nicholas Ferrar, 
and a preacher before the London Company 
ill 1622, of a sermon which was printed 
with the title " Virginia's God be Thanked," 
left Bermudas with a party of sympathizers, 
and sailed to Eleuthera, a small isle of the 
Bahamas group, to establish a colony, 
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wheie eaih peieoa wis to be it peifect 
hljL.rty to worship as he pleieed without 
molestation from the State The ship in 
whidi they embarked when near then 
destination stiucL upjn a leef lad thtjy 
lobt much of their supphes As sjon ib 
1 >-«ible Captain Sayle buiJt t pinoace and 
uith eight men atceied for Vir^iiiia, and 
armed thtre m nine days and leceivcd 
■^nccor fn m tht, Nansemond nonconform 
ibiit Finding that Governoi Berkeley wa? 
bitteily opposed to Pmitmi'im Saylc pio 
posed to H\ms.on that hi^ paiishioner* 
■^hjuld cost iQ then lot with Copland ani 
jthero d,t Eleutheia but the propo'^ition 
was not accepted 

Among the Winthi )p Pajn m there is 
a letter of Hain^on wiitlen at Eiiza,beth 
Ri\ei on the 2d o Sgi^embei lb46 and 
sent to Boston by Captain Edward Gibbons, 
"the younger brother of the house of an 
honorable extraction," in which he writee 
that if the proposition had "found us risen 
up in a posture of removal, there is weight 
and force eaough [in yours] to have staked 
us down again." 

After this the Naosemond Puritaus, upon 
the express condition that there would be a 
public legal acknowledgment of toleration 
in religion, migrated to Maryland and 
settled on the shores of the Chesapeake, 
near Annapolis. Harrison, in the fall of 
1S48, visited Boston, married a cousin of 
Governor Winthrop, one Dorothy Symonds, 
and returoed to England, 

On October 11th, 1649,the Council of State 
wrote to Governoi' BerkeJey that they were 
informed by petition of the congregation of 
Naasecioud, that their minister, Mr. Harri- 
son, an able man of unblamable conversa- 
tion, had been banished the colony because 
he would not conform to the use of the 
Common Prayer-book, and as he could not be 
ignorant that the use of it was prohibited 
by Parliament, he was directed to allow Mr. 
Harrison to return to the ministry. 

Harrison did not return to America, but 
became Chief Chaplain of Henry Cromwell, 
Lord LieutenajJt of Ireland, and in Christ 



ChuiLh Cathedral, Dublin, he preached a 
seimon on the death of Oliver Cromwell, 
from thetext, Lameatatious, chapter v, verse 
16th which was published with the follow- 
ing titlp :— 

Tkreni Sibernud; or, Ireland sym- 
pathizing vnth England and Scotland in a sad 
lamentalion for the loss of their Josiah. Rep- 
resented in a senrnm at Christ Churek, in 
Duhhn, before his Exeelleney tlie Lord 
Deputy with divers of the nobility, gentry 
and aymMonality (here assembled, to celebrate 
a funded solemnity, upon tlie death of the 
Lmd Protector, by Dr. Harrison, Chief 
Clviplam to his said L 



THOMAS HAMPTON. 

Thomas Hampton seems to have been the 
suoceasor of Harrison at Jamestown; and in 
" Hening's Statutes " he is mentioned as 
consenting, in February, 1645, to the forma- 
tion of a new parish called Harrope, includ- 
ing the Wiiliamsburgh region. At a later 
period Wallingfoi'd was also set off from the 
old parish. Upon an old tombstone at 
WHliamsburgh Bishop Meade found this 
inscription : — " The Rev. Thomas Hampton, 
Eector of this parish, in 1647." 



Robert Bracewell was elected a burgess 
to the Assembly of 1653, but i( was ordered 
"that Mr. Bobert Bracewell, Clerk, be sus- 
pended, and is not in a capacity of serving 
as a Burgess since, since it was unpresiden- 
tial, and may produce bad consequences," 

The obstacles to his taking a seat in the , 
legislature cannot he ascertained. John Ham- 
mond, for seventeen years a resident of Vir- 
ginia, in 1652 represented the Isle of Wight 
County iu the Assembly, was expelled from 
that body and the colony, for libel and other 
illegal practices, and then went to Maryland, 
and from thence to England, where he 
appeared as a partisan pamphleteer in 
defense of Lord Baltimore and his officers 
in Maryland. 

In apublicatiou called "Leah and Rachel," 
which appeared in 1656, and is reprinted 
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iu the Force Historical Tracts, he writes: 
" But Virgioia, savouriog not handsomely in 
England, very few ofgoodconversatiou would 
adventure thither, as thinking it a place 
where the fear of God was not ; yet many 
came, snch as wore black coats, and could 
babbleinapulpit, roar inatavei'D, exact from 
the parishioners, and rather, by thsir disso- 
luteness, destroy than feed their flocks," 

He continued: " The country was loth 
to be wholly without teachers, and therefore 
rather retain these than to be destitute; 
yet still endeavors for better in their places, 
which were obtained, and these wolves in 
sheep's clothing, by their Assemblies were 
questioned, silenced, and some forced to 
depart the counti-y." 

ROGER (4KEJj;N. 

In July, 1653, Roger Green, miniatei- of 
Nansemoud, is spoken of as contemplating 
a journey to ]S"orth Carolina. Francis 
Yeardley this year was a representative 
of Lower Norfolk County in the Legisla^ 
ture, and Green probably accompanied his 
brother, Argall Yeardley, this year, in his 
explorations to the Roanoke region. The 
Yeardieys were sons of the former Governor, 
and, as the Nansemond people, were Puri- 
tan in their sympathies. 

PHILIP MALLOEY. 

As early as the year 1644 a Mr, Mallory 
was rector of Hampton, In Hening's 
Statutes is the following Act of 1656 :— " For 
the encouragement of the ministers in the 
country, and that they may be the better 
enabled to attend both public comjnands 
and their private cares. It is ordered, that 
from henceforth each minister, in his owne 
person, with six other servaotsofliis family, 
shall be free from publique levies, Aliwaies 
provided they be examined by Mr. Philip 
Mallory and Mr. John Green, and they do 
certify their abilities to the Grovernour and 
Councill,whoare to proceed according to their 
judgement." The Assembly ofMarch, 1660- 
61 enacted, " Whereas, Mr, Philip Mallory 
hath been eminently faithfull in the minis- 



try, and very diligent in endeavouring the 
advancement of all those meanes that might 
conduce to the advancement of religion iu 
this country. It ig ordered, that he be desired 
to undertake the soliciting of our church 
affaires in England, and there be paid him a 
gratuity for the many pains he hath 
alreadie and hereafter is like to take about 
the counti-ey's business, the sum of eleven 
thousand pounds of tobacco." In 1664 he 
was still rector of Hampton parish. 

SAMUEL COLE. 

About the year 1650, iu the absence of 
any vestry, Samuel Cole, Bishop Meade 
says, was appointed minister in one of the 
new counties of the Potomac, by the County 
Coui-t In 1657 Mr. Cole was minister to 
the two parishes in Middlesex County. 

FKjINC'JS DOUOHTy. 

Francis Doughty is mentioned as having 
preached in Lower Accomac, now [North- 
ampton. He was the brother-in-law of 
Willllam Stone, of Hungar's parish, who 
became the first Protestant governor of 
Maryland, and introduced tlic Puritans of 
Virginia to the shores of the Chesapeake in 
1648, on condition that there was a law 
passed securing liberty of conscience. 

Francis Doughty first lived in New 
England, then went to Long Island, and 
while there used to preach to the English in 
Manhattan, now New York City. His wife 
was the widow of Rev. John Moore. 

After Stone became governor, Doughty 
resided in Maryland, and on Sunday, 
October 12, 1659, visited the Dutch Com- 
missioners from Manhattan, who were dining 
at Philip Calvert's house. 

The only letter extant of John Washing- 
ton is one dated September 30, 1659, in 
which he teila the Governor of Maryland 
that he cannot attend the October Court at 
St. Mary, " because then, G«d willing, I 
intend to get my young son baptized. All 
of ye company and gossips being already in- 
vited." 
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Perhaps Doughty cronsed the Potomac to 
perform the baptismal act for one of the 
pioneers of Westmoreiaod, Virgiuia. 

Doughty's daughter first married Adrian 
Vanderdojik, a graduate of Leyden, a law- 
yer at Manhattan. After his death she be- 
came a wife of Hugh O'Neal, a planter on 
the Patuxent River, Maryland. 

The Rev. Mr. Doughty at one time 
preached in Setliogbourne Parish, about ten 
miles from the plantation of John Washing- 
ton, and there is extant a complaint against 



him, presented to the Governor by John 
Catlott and Humphrey Boothe, for refusing 
to allow them " to communicate in the 
blessed ordinance of the Lord's Supper," in 
which the complainants state that Doughty 
is a " nonconformist," and that on a certain 
occaaon " he denied the supremacy of the 
king, contrary to the canons of the Church 
of England," A century later one George 
Washington, a relative of one of Doughty's 
parishioners, also denied the supremacy of 
the king. 



CHAPTER IV. 



CLEKGY FROM A.D, 1660 TO A.D. 1688. 



Vii^inia, from the death of Oliver Crom- 
well until tlie accession of William and 
Mary to the throne of England, was largely 
given up to ignorance and riotous living. 
Berkeley was again made GEovernor in A. i 
1660, and retained the position until a. i 
1677. He hated the restraints of religioi 
indulged in pi-ofanity, and was the compan- 
ion of the pleasure-loving Charles the Second, 
Having ejected hundreds of clergymen ol 
Puritan sympathies from the pulpits of Eng- 
land, there were many vacancies for strict 
conformists to the Prayer-book, and few de- 
sired to go to the forests of America. Gfov- 
ernor Berkeley's dislike of nonconformist 
ministers was also so great that they could 
not live in Virginia without molestation. 

To the question of the English Govern- 
ment, propounded in 1671, " what course is 
taken about the instructing the people 
within yonr Government in the Christian 
religion, and what provision is there made 
for the paying of your ministry?" Berke- 
ley bluntly replied, " We have forty- 
eight parishes, and onr ministers are well 
paid, and by my consent, would be better, 
if they would pray ofitener and preach less. 
But, as of all other commodities,' so, of this, 
f}ie worst are sent us, and we had few that we 
would [Kiast of, nime ilic persecution of 
3 



Cromwell's tyranny drove divers worthy 
men hither. But I thank God there are no 
free schools, nor printing; and I hope we 
shall not have, these hundred years ; for 
learning has brought disobedience, and 
heresy, and seots into the world, and priutr 
ing has divulged them and libels against the 
Government." 

With a Governor and clergymen that did 
not command the respect of good men, yet 
laying stress upon the efficacy of its ordin- 
ances of baptism and the Lord's Supper, it 
is not strange that religious people b^an to 
hold meetings in their own houses, and place 
a low estimate upon any kind of ritualism, 
and listen to the preachers of the Society 
of Friends, 

In 1663, John Porter was expelled irom 
the House of Burgesses, because, in the lan- 
guage of the Act, he had been " loving to 
the Friends," 

(iKORGJi WILSON, FBiBND. 

The itinerant ministry of the Society 
of Friends, visiting from plantation to 
plantation, neatly attired, temperate in 
the use of meat and drink, appealing only 
to the New Testament, could but make a 
favorable impression upon the feir-minded ; 
while it stirred up iormali'Mtsof the Colony, 
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to cause the passage of a law, ordering " that 
all Quakers, for assembling in unlawful as- 
semblages and conventicles, shall be fined, 
aiid pay, each of them there taken, two 
hundred pounds of tobacco." 

George Wilson, a minister of the Society 
of Friends from England, was ijnprisoned, 
and there is preeerved a letter, dated, " From 
that dirty dungeon in James Town, the 17th of 
the Third Mouth, 1662," in which he writes, 
" If they who visit not such in prison as 
Christ speaks of, shall be punished witli 
everlasting destruction, O! what will ye 
do? or what will become of you, who put lis 
into such nasty, stinking prisons as this 
dirty duDgeon, where we have not had the 
benefit to do what nature requireth, nor so 
much as air to blow in at the window, but 
cl(«e made up with brick and lime?" 

R. G., PERHAPS, ROGER GKEEH. 

About the time that the Colonial authori- 
ties were holding Friends, in Jamestown 
prison, a small quarto was published in 
London, in 1662, under the signature of B. 
G., entitled " Virginia's dure ;or an Ad- 
mdve Concerning Virginia, .DisayBering tlie 
True Ground of that Church's Unlmppi- 
ness." The writer thereof states that he had 
been for ten years a resident of Virginia, 
and he was, perhaps, Roger Green, who in 
Henry's Statutes is mentioned, in 1653, as 
Minister in Nansemond. R. G., in 1661, had 
returned to England, and in his pamphlet, 
the importance of concentrating the popula- 
tion of Virginia in two, the establishment 
of Fellowship in Oxford and Cambridge, 
for the supply of an educated ministry, and 
the appointment of a Bishop for Virginia, 
are earnestly urged. His representations 
made an impression, and a patent for the 
creation of a Bishop was drawn, and the 
Rev. Alexander Murray was nominated for 
the office, but difficulties arose, and the 
scheme was abandoned. 

Speaking of the members of the Virginia 
Assembly, R. G. writes, they were "usually 
snch as went over servants thither, and 
though by time aud industry tliey .uiayhave 



competent estates, yet, by reason of 
their poor aud mean condition, were unskill- 
ful in judging of a good estate, either of 
Church or Commonwealth, or the means of 
procuring it." 

The immodest and immoral poetess, 
Aphra Behn, who lived at this period, in 
one of her plays, alludes to the above state 
of things, by introducing two friends at 
Jamestown, who couverseas follows: — 

" Hazard. This unexpected happiness 
o'erjoys ! who could have imagined to have 
found thee in Vii^uia! 

"Friend. My uncle's dying here left me a 
considerable plantation, ***** ijut 
pr'ythee what drew thee to this part of the 
new world ? 

" Sazard. Why, faitli, ill company, and 
the common vice of the town, gaming. 
*****! had rather starve abroad, 
than live pitied and despised at home. 

" Friend. Would he [the new Governor] 
were landed ; wc hear be is a noble gentle- 

" Hazard. He has all the qualities of a 
gentleman, besides, he is nobly born. 

"Fritnd Tins country wants nothing but 
to be juopkd with a well bom race, to make 
it one of the best colonies in the world, 
* * * * * but we aie ruled by a Council, 
some of whuh have been, perhaps, ti'ans- 
poited cnminak, who having now acquired 
gieat estates, aie n<iw become your Hojior, 
and R't. Worshipful, and possess all places." 

MORGAN UOUWYN OR GODWIN. 

Morgan Godwyu came to Virginia after 
the publication, and perhaps was stirred to 
leave his warm nest in England by the 
reading, of E. G.'s pamphlet. He was an 
earnest young student, about twenty years 
of age, when the essay was published, and 
belonged to a family of theologians. His 
great-grsflidfather was the learned Thomas 
Godwyn, Bishop of Bath and Wells. His 
grandfather, Francis, was the Bishop of 
Hereford, and his father, Morgan, Arch- 
deacon of Shropshire. He entered Oxford 
in 1661, aud i-eceived, onMarciil6th,1664-5, 
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the degree of A, B., and soon after came to 
Virginia. -His reaidence iu tlie Colony was 
not pleasant^ He was horrified at the state 
of morals, and the abject couditioa of the 
Africans and Indians, who were treated with 
less consider afj on than the dogs of a plant- 
er's feeunel. Returning to England, aftei' 
sojourning for sometime in the West Indies, 
he engaged in the crusade against slave- 
holders, which a century later was taken up 
by Clarlcson and Wilbei-force. In 1680 he 
publisheda dissertation called " TlieNegroes' 
and Indians' Advocate suing for their advm- 
aion into the Church, or a Persuadve to tlie 
indruelinff and baptizing the Negroes and In- 
dians in our Planiaiion8 ; showing that as the 
c&mpUanee therewith can prejudice no man's 
just interest, so the willful and neglectfid im- 
posing of it is no less a manifest apostasy 
from, the Chridian Faith." 

Five years later he preached a discourse 
in Westminster Abbey, exposing the inhu- 
manity of slaveholding, from the text, Jere- 
miah ii, 34. "In thy skirts is found the 
blood of the souls of the poor iunocente : I 
have not found it by secret search, but upon 
all these." It was printed under the title 
of " Trade preferred before Religion, and 
Gliristmadeto give place to Mammon,repre- 
aenied in a Semwn relating to Plantations." 

Under his influence, it is supposed that 
the law was passed by the Virginia Assem- 
bly of 1G67, declaring that the baptism of 
slaves did not make them freemen ; in order 
that, in 'the language of the Act, "divei-s 
masters, freed from this doubt, may moi-e 
carefully endeavor the propagation of 
Christianity by permitting children, though 
slaves, or those of greater growth, if capable, 
to be admitted to that sacrament." 

His description of religion iu Virginia is 
startling. He writes " The ministers are 
most miserably handled by the plebeian 
juntos, tlie Vestries, to whom the hiring (that 
is the usual word there) and admission of min- 
isters is solely left. And there being no law 
obliging them to procure any more than a 
lay reader, to be obtained at a very moder- 
ate rate, they either resolve to have none 



at all, or to reduce tliem to their own terms." 
In another place he asserts : " Two-thirds of 
the preachers are made up of leaden lay- 
priests of the vestries' ordination, and are 
both the shame and grief of the rightly or- 
dained clergy there." 



Thomas Teackle was the son of a royalist, 
who was killed in the war between Charles 
and the Parliament. He came to Virginia 
in 1656, and settled at Cradock, in lower 
Aceomac, now Iforthampton County. He 
married Margaret, daughter of Robert Nel- 
son, a merchant of London, and remained 
in that county until the day of his death, 
January 26, 1695. His son John, born 
September 2, 1693, married, in 1710, a 
daughter of Arthur Upshur, a gentleman 
whose house was open for Friends' preachers. 
The descendants of this early Virginia cler- 
gyman are wide-spread. The writer values 
the acquaintance of one of them, a lady of 
quiet culture and retiring disposition, one of 
whose parents was a Teackle, of Virginia, 
the other a lineal desoendsnt of a graduate 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, Old Eng- 
land, and an early President of Harvard 
University, at Cambridge, in New England. 

EDMUNDSON, THE PEIENJ). 

William Edmundson, once a Id e n 
Cromwell's army, came to the CI esap ake 
with George Fox, the great lead nong 
the Society of Friends. While tl e latt 
visited New England, Edmundson t a eled 
in North Carolina and Virginia In lfa72 
he visited Governor Berkeley, and in his 
Journal writes ; — 

"As I returned, it was laid upon me to 
visit the Governor, Sir William Berkeley, 
and to sjjeak with him about Friends' suf- 
ferings. I went about six miles out of iny 
way to speak with him, accompanied by 
William Garrett, an honest, ancient Friend. 
I told the Governor I came from Ireland, 
where his brother was Lord Lieutenant, 
who was so kind to our Friends, and if he 
had any service to his brother, I would 
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willingly iJo it; ami as his bi'otlier was 
kiud to our Friends in Ireland, I hoped he 
would be so to our Friends in Virginia. 
He was very peevish aiid brittle, and I 
could fasten nothing on him witli ail the 
soft arguments I could use." 

.TOHN CLOU&H OK CLUFF. 

John Cluff was one of the ministers de- 
nounued by young Nathaniel Bacon in the 
ciril war of 1676, for upholding Governor 
Berkeley. In the year 1680 he was Rector 
of Southwark, in Surry County. 

JOHN PAGK. 

John Page was another clergyman de- 
nounced in 1676 by Bacon. In 1680 he 
had charge of all the churches in Elizabeth 
County. In 1687 he was in New Kent 
County, and in 1719 he was still alive and 
in Elizabeth County, 



When Bacon led the insurgents to 
Gloucester County, a minister named Wad- 
ing refused to acknowledge his authority, 
and encour^ed others to follow hia exam- 
ple. Bacon placed him under arrest, telling 
him that it was his pla^c to preach in the 
Church and not in the camp. In tlie Church 
he could say what he pleasetl, but in the 
camp he was to say no more than what 
should pleaae Bacon, unless he would fight to 
better purpose than he could preach. The 
second in command under Major Laurence 
Smith, during the Bacon insurrection, was 
a minister, who, sa^ a chronicler of the 
day, " had laid down the miter, and taken 
up the helmet." 



On the 16th of April, 1663, in the West- 
minster Abbey font, then newly set up, 
Duell Pead, one of the King's scholars, 
about sixteen years of age, was publicly 
baptized. He entered, in 1664, Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge. Ordained by the Bishop 
of Lincoln, in 1671, he was chaplain of H. 
M. Ship Kupert. In 1683 he came to Vir- 



ginia, with Major General Robert Siaitii. 
remained seven years as a minister in Mid- 
dlesex County, and then went back to Eng- 
Iand,andbeeameministerofSt. James,Clerk- 
enwell. He died on the 12th of January, 
1726, and was buried in the parish church- 
yard. He had a son, Duell, a graduate of 
Sidney College, Cambridge, in 1712, who 
became a minister and came to America, 
By the will of the senior Pead, some horses 
and cows were left to hifi old parish in 
Virginia, 

JOHN CLAYTON. 

Buck, Harrison, Hampton, and God- 
win, have been noticed as ministers at 
Jamestown. By a law of the colony, the 
appointment of a rector for this place was 
made by the Governor, Godwin asserts 
that, with brief intervals, Jamestown for 
twMity years was without a rector. 

About the time that Godwin was pre- 
paring his discourse in England, on " Trade 
before Religiou," John Clayton was the 
parson at James City. The following letter 
was addressed by him to the Christian 
philosopher, Robert Boyle : — 

" ViBGiNiA, James City, June 23d, 1684. 

" Hon. and Woethy Sie : — In England, 
having perused, among the rest of your 
valuable treatises, that ingenious diaeourae 
of the NoctMnca, wherein, as I remember, 
you gave an account of several nocturnal 
irradiations: having, therefore, .met with 
the relation of a strange account, in that 
nature, from very good hands, I presumed 
tills might not prove unwelcome, for the 
fuller confirmation of which I have enclosed 
the very paper Col. Digges gave me thereof, 
under his own hand and name, to attest the 
truth, the same being likewise asserted to 
me by Madam Digges, his lady, sister to 
the said Susanna Sewell, daughter to the 
late Lord Baltimore, lately gone for Eng- 
land, who I suppose may give you fuller 
satisfaction of such particulars as you may 
be desirous to be informed of 

" I cannot hut admire the strangeness of 
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such a complicated spirit of a volatile salt 
and exalted oil, as I deem it to be, from its 
crepitation and shining flame ; how it shall 
transpire through the pores, and not be in- 
flamed by the joint motion and heat of the 
body, and afterward so suddenly be acti- 
nated into sparks, by the slacking or burat- 
ing of her coat, raises my wonder. 

" Another thing, I am confident your 
honor would he much pleased at the sight 
of a fly we have here, called the fire-fly, 
about thebigness of the cantbarides; its body 
of a dark color, the tail of it a deep yellow 
by day, which by night shines brighter tlian 
theglow-worm,whichbrightshiningebbsand 
flows, as if the fly breathed with a bright 
and shiniug spirit, I pulled the tail of the 
fly into several pieces, and every parcel 
thereof would shine for several hours, and 
cast a light around it. 

"Be pleased favorably to inteipret this 
fond impertinency of a stranger. All your 
works have to the world evidenced your 
goodness, which has encouraged the pre- 
sumption, which is that which bids me hope its 
pardon. If there be anything in tJiis coun- 
try I may please you in, be pleased to com- 
mand ; it will be my ambition to serve you, 
nor shall I scruple to ride two or tlii-ee 
hundred miles to satisfy any queiy you 
shall propound. 

" If you honor me with your commands, 
you may direct your letters to Mr. John 
Clayton, parson of James City, Virginia. 

" Your humble servant, aird, though un- 
known, your friend, 

"John Clayton," 

The writer appears to have returned to 
England and become Rector of Crofton at 
Wakefield in Yorkshire, lu iVIay, 1688, 
he prepared for the Royal Society an 
account of bis voyage to Vir^nia, and the 
things worthy of observation, which, in 
1708, was published at London. Auother 
John Clayton, an emineut botanist and 
physician, when about twenty years of age, 
came in 1706 toVirginia, and in 1773 died, 
a^d eighty-seven years. There was also a 



tliird John Clayton some years before the 
Declaration of Independence, who was 
Att^iruey-General of the colony. 



William Sellick was in charge of St. 
Peter's Parish, New Kent, in 1680. 

ROBERT CAKR. 

Robert Carr appears to have been 
offlciatiug in New Kent for six years from 
A. D., 1680. 

THOMAS V If! Ana. 

Tliomas Vicars came to Virginia about 
1677, and was connected with the parishes 
of Gloucester county for twenty years. 



Justinian Aylmer, Bishop Meade states, 
was at Elizabeth City from 1687 to 
1690, a period of twenty -tliree years, yet his 
name does not appear in 1680 among the 
Iteetora of Virginia. 

JOHN SHEPPAED. 

John Sheppard appears in Middlesex 
county as early as 1668, and in 1680 was in 
charge of Christ's Church parish. Sir 
Heury Chichely was one of his parishion- 

MINISTERS 1675 TO 1685. 

In addition to those we have enumerated, 
the following ministers were in Virginia 
between a. d. 1675 and 1688. 

Rowland Jones, James City county, a. d. 
1674 to 1688. 

Paul Williams, Surrey county, a, d. 1680. 

Robert Park, Isle of Wight county, a. 
D. 1680. 

William Housden, Isle of Wight county, 
A. D. 1680. 

John Gregory, Nanaemond county, a. d. 
1680. 

John Wood, Nansemond county, A. d. 
1680. 

John Laurence, Warwick couuty, A. d. 
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William Neni, Worlolk ivniii-y, a. jj. 
1680. 

James Porter, Norfolk wmutyjA. n. 16fi0. 

Edward Foliott, York county, a. d. 1680. 

John Wright, York county, A. r. 1680. 

Thomas Taylor, New Kect county, a. d. 
1680. 

William Williams, New Kent ormiity, A. 
B. 1680. 

Michael Zyperius, Gloucester county, a. 
o. 1680. 

Joha Gwym, Gloucester county, a. d. 



Oliarlcs Daviiw, Rappahanuock county, a 
1). 1680. 

Joliu Wough, Stafford county, A. t>. 1680. 

William Bntler, Westmoreland county, 
A. D. 1680. 

John Parnefold, Northumberland county, 
A. D. 1680. 

Henry Parker, Aceomac county, a. 
1680. 

Beniamin Doggett, Laucaster coiuity, 
D. 1680. 

Cope D'Oyley, Elizabeth county, a. d. 
1677 to 1687, 



CHAPTER IV. 



LIFE AND TIMES OV JAMES Bf.ji 

AND MAKY 

After the death of Sir WiUiam Berkeley, 
.Lord Culpepper, and Loi-d Howai-d, of 
Effingham, in succession, acted as Governors 
of Virginia, and, though noblemen in name, 
proved themselves corrupt and avancious 
in practice. 

Duriug their terms of ofEce there was a 
large acceesion of Scotchmen to the popula- 
tion of Vii^nia. Immeiliately after the 
battle of Botliwell's Bridge a uuiuber of 
the hai'dy insurgents wei-e transported to 
America, and about the same time another 
element not (juite so desirable. Luttrell, 
conueeted ivith the Government offices of 
London, writes, in his diarj^, under date of 
November 19th, 1692:--"A ship lay in 
Leith, going for Virgmia, on board which 
the magistrates had ordered fifty lewd 
women out of the House of Correction, and 
thirty others who walked the streets after 
ten at night." In addition to exiled soldiers 
and bawds, there came, as a foil, men fit t« 
mold a State, men of angular manners, 
provincial accent, warm hearts, strong 
minds, and religious principles, whose de- 
scendants yet remain a power in the Coni- 
monwealth. 

Id the year 1673 James Blair graduated 



, FOUSDEE AND FIRST RECTOK 
iY COLLEGE, 

at the University of Edinburgh, and in time 
became a Presbyter of the Episcopal Church 
in Scotland, without Episcopal ordination, 
Burnet, buee Archbishop of Glasgow, who 
lived in Scotland trom a. d. 1643 to 1688^ 
asserts : " No bishop in Scotland, during 
my stay in that kingdom, ever did so much 
as desire any of the Presbyters who went 
over from the Church of Scotland to be re- 
ordained." Blair, for several years was 
rector in the parish of Cranston, in Edhi- 
burgh county, hut relinquished his office, and 
in 1684 received from the Bishop of Edin- 
burgh, the following ceil-iflcate ;— 

" To ali concerned. These are to certify 
and declare that the bearer hereof, Mr. 
James Blair, presbyter, did officiate in the 
sei'idce of the Holy Ministry, as Hector in 
the parish of Cranston, in my diocese of 
Edinburgh for several yeai-s preceding the 
year 1682, witli exti'eme diligence, care and 
gravity, and did in all the course of his 
ministry beliave himself loyally, peaceably 
and canouically ; and that this is the truth, 
I certify by these presents, and subscribed 
with my own hand, the 19th day of August, 
in the year 1684." 

When Blair, in 1685, arrived at James- 
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town he found the social conditi n the 
widest (^iitrast to his native land where 
the pojie-it cotLigei owned i well thwmhel 
Bible hid lea^oiit. foi the fiith that i^ae in 
him ani ilth ugh njt dothed m purple 
and Sne linen felt that— 

" The rank is but the guinea's stamp, 
The man's the gowd lor a' that." 

With no schools in the colony, the 
planters liad grown up in ignorance, and 
were the tools of a tew rich Jand and slave 
owners, who, in conjunction with the 
Governors, enriched themselves by oppres- 
sive fees and unjust taxation. 

The religion which Blair had learned 
taught him to tbuili of the coinmon people, 
and that his calling as a minister of the 
GiKpel would be a failure if their elevation 
was not secured. His policy, and those of 
tlie oligarchy who came to Virginia to grow 
rich suddenly, did not hai'inonize, aud great 
heat arose from the contrariety. 

When he lauded in Virginia he found 
Thomas Teaclcle, of lower Accomae, James 
Sclater, Duel Pead, Jonathan Saunders, 
Cope D'Oyley, Rowland Jones, and a few 
other clergymen in the Colony, but they 
did Qot possess the " perfervidam vim Sco- 
torum " by which he was characterized. 

In 1689 ho wis appointed the representer 
tive of the BcJiop of London, with the 
title of (" ommissary but with no power to 
conjiim or ordaiu 

As a Scotchman, he could not rest until 
school t^iachers wup in the land, and he 
kept up i.n agitati ui for a college, both in 
private ind pubhc conferences, until he 
overcame the ob)eetion that education 
would take planter? off from their mechani- 
cal employments, lud make them grow 
t<io knowmg to be obedient and submissive. 
Proceeding to Englind, on February 8th, 
1692-93 the r barter for William and 
Mary Collie naf duly signed, and he and 
three other clei%,ymen, John Farnefold, 
Stephen J'<)uace, who afterwards returned 
to Kngl+ml, nud Stephen Gray, were uieu- 



tionef therein as among the 
trusteet In the preamble to the statutes 
if the College, published at a very early 
peiiod in Latin and English, the con- 
dition ot Virginia at that time is thus 
statt.d — 

Some few, and very few indeed, of the 
riclier sort sent their children to England 
to be educated, aiid there, after many 
dangers from the seas, and enemies, and 
unusual distempers occasioned by the chai^ 
of country and climate, they were often 
taken off by smail-pox and other diseases. 
It was no wonder if this occasioned a great 
delect of understanding, and all sorts of lif^ 
eratiire,and that it was followed with a new 
generation of men, Say short of their fore- 
fathers, which, if they had the good fortune, 
though at a very indifferent rate, to read 
and write, had no further commerce with 
the muses, or learned sciences, but spent 
their life ignobly with the hoe and spade, 
and other employments of an uncultivated 
and unpolished country." 

Blair, upon his return, was appointed 
rector of the college, jmd turned his 
energies toward the erection of a building 
at the point afterward known as Williams- 
burgh. From this time the number of 
Scotch cla'gymen increased in the parishes. 
In 1696 there were ministers with these 
names : Francis Fordyce, Joiin Alexander, 
Qiristopher Anderson, George Robinson, 
Andrew Monro, John Monro, Blair's brother- 
in-law, and Andrew Cant, who may have 
been the son of Andrew Cant, the Presby- 
terian zealot, who was Professor of I>atin, 
and the parish minister of Aberdeen, handed 
down to posterity in tlie well-known lines — 

" From Dickson, Henderson and Cant, 
Apostles of the Covenant, 
Almighty God deliver ns." 

Andrew, his son, entered the Scotch Epis- 
copal Church, in time became the Bishop 
of Glasgow, and in 1728 died. 

The downright eariiestneag and strong 
convictions of Blair rouaed opposition a 
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the clergy and politicians. Sir Edmund 
Andros, who was made governor of Vir- 
ginia, aftfer leaving a memory by no means 
frj^ant in New England, suspended him 
from the CouncU, because of his alleged 
restless " conduct," and the clergy in sympa- 
thy with tlie governor, opposed him because 
he did not carry on affaire in the high and 
dry way of the old English rectors, 

Nicholas Morean, a minister of French 
parentage, on the 12th of April, 1697, 
writes to the Bishop of Lichfield : " Your 
clergy in tliese paits are of veiy ill exam- 
ple ; no discipline nor canons of the Church 
are observed. The clergy is composed for 
the most part of Scotchmen, people, indeed, 
so basely educated, or little acquainted with 
the executing of their charge and duty, that 
their lives and conversation are fitter to 
make heathen than Christians." 

Not long before this letter was written, 
the wife of Commissary Blair was grossly 
insulted. Philip Ludwell, formerly secre- 
tary of the colony, had mai-ried the widow 
of Sir William Berkeley. By invitation 
Mrs. Blair was accustomed to sit in Lady 
Berkeley's pew in church. Colonel Daniel 
Parke, a gay, violent and dissipated man, 
had become much offended at a sermon 
which Ebume, the rector, had preaehed, 
upon the observance of the seventh com- 
mandment, as he had been faithless to his 
marriage voiva. One, day in ill humor, 
Parke went to church, and finding Mrs. 
Blair in tlie pew of Ludwell, who was his 
father-in-law, he rudely pulled her out.* 

• Patke liad been appointed by Andros Collector 
and Naval Ofiteer for tlie Lower James River UiB> 
Irict. LeailDg two daoghters in Virginia, he was 
wttti the Duke of Marlborov^li in 1704, and was tlie 
Aid who brought f« England the news of the victory 
at Blenheim. 

Queen Anne made him Governor of the Leewiii'd 
iBlamds: he was very unpopular, and on the 7th of 
December, 1710, was killed by a mob at Antogoa. 

His daughter Luey married Col. Wm. Byrd, and 
Fanny became the wlft of John CuBtls, CoUectorof 
CnEtoms in Accoma«, a descendant of a, Uolterdam 
inn-keeper. 

Tiie Inscription on bia tombstone Indloates that 
he did not have mach domestic felicity;— 

" Here, under this marble, Ubh the body ot John 
CubUH, Esy,, ot tlie oltj of WlUlan^aburK, Parish of 



A pasquinade printed in A. d. 1704, is 
very severe upon some of the clergy. 
Edward Portlock is lampooned as — 

" The cotquean of the age ; 
A doughty clerk and reverend sage, 
Who turns his pulpit to a sta^e. 
And barters reformation ; 

Eude to his wife, false to liis friend, 
A clown in conversation." 

Jacob Ware, who, from 1690 to 1696 
was minister of St. Peter's parish. New 
Kent, is portrayed as — 

" Well warmed and fit for action ; 
A mongrel parti-colored tool. 
Equally mixed of knave and fool. 
By nature prone to faction." 

Ralph Bowker is stigmatized as — 

" A bawling pulpit Hector ; 
A sot, abandoned to his paunch ; 
Protiine without temptation." 

Solomaii Whateley, another of the clergy, 

"A tool no person can describe ; 
Who sells his conscience for a bribe. 
And slights his beaefactors." 

These lines were probably written by one 
of the friends of Governor Nicholson, who 
disliked Blair as much as his predecessor. 
Sir Edmund Andros. Nicholson was a 
Gascon in speech and manner. One niglit, 
while riding, he met the minister, Stephen 
Fouace, who came into the colony a.d. 1 688, 
ajid ordered him not to visit a certaiu 
family. When remonstrance was made, the 
Governor said, excitedly, " When you came 
hither, you liad more rags tlian bags !" The 
reply of the clei^man was: "It was no 

Bruton; formerly of Huiigar Parish, on the Eastern 
Shore of Vlii;lnia, and County of Northampton, 
aged 71 years, and yet he lived but 7 years, which 
WHS the space of time he kept a baohelor^B home, at 
Arlington, on the Eastern Shore of Virginia." 

HiB son, John Parke Cuslls, married Martha Dan- 
drldge. When a widow, Martha Ou8t,lti, she wa^ 
married to tbe great George Washlugtou. 
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hiirui to liiive bt:(!]i poor." The Governor 
then rode up and pulled liis hat from his 
head, and aaked how he had the isii],jndeiice 
to ride in his prcBeuce with covered Jiead. 

The dispute between Governor Nicholson 
and Blair divideil the colony into parties. 
Nicholson wrote to the Home Government 
concerning the Blair fiictiou; "If they 
had the power of using the Scotch way of 
using the thunimikins, or the French way 
of the rack, or the Earbary way of impal- 
ing or twisting a eoi-d about peoples' heads, 
to Jiiake tliem c'onfess, they would scarcely 
find any to swear up to what they would 
have them." In another letter he writes of 
Blair: "He might have had a sort of 
spiritual militia, but into whom, no doubt, 
ho would have endeavored to have infused 
.some worldly principles, as that they might 
liave enjoyed a comCoi'taWe terrestrial sub- 
sistence before they had endeavored to 
have secured themselves a celestial habita- 
tion," 

Blair, in 1705, was relieved of Nicliol- 
son's abuse, by his recall and the appoint- 
ment of Edward Nott as deputy of Earl of 
Orkney, Groveruor. 

By the year 1700 a number of French 
clei^men had been licensed by the 
Bishop of London to preach in Virginia, 
and we find the names of Moreau, Boisseau, 
Burteli and Lewis Latau^, the ancestoi oi 
the esteemed Pi'esbyter of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church who beats the same name 
The inhabitants divided into parties upon 
questions of public policy, leading to angry 
discussion and social alienation, many ot 
the clergy preaching for the love of money, 
rather tliau constrained by the love of 
Christ, it is not surprising that plain peopk 
began to attach themselves to the Society of 
Friends, whose ministers accepted no com- 
[Wnsation, and that not a few in high places 
were influenced by their csirnest declarations 
concerning the love of Christ for sinnei-s. 

Before Blair left the University of Edin^ 
bnrgh, Richard Bennett, who luid been 
Governor of Virginia, a man of wealth and 
influence, had sympathized with the 



Friends in his iieighboriinod iu Nanscinoiid 
;ounty, one of whom was Jolui Copelan<l, 
whose car had been cut off in Boston in 
1668, as a disturber of the peace. 

In A. 13. 1698 there appeared another dis- 
ciple of Fox in Virginia, named Thomas 
Stoiy, a brother of the Dean of Lismore, of 
the Church of England and Ii-eland, fully 
the equal of Blair in culture, scholarship, 
and logical iwumen. Toward the close of 
1698, O.8., he held the first Friends' meeting 
at Yorktown. Two days later he was at the 
house of Thomas Cary, in Warwick, who, 
with his infe, had lately become Friends, 
and while visiting there. Miles Cary and his 
wife " were made partakers of the heavenly 
visitation." 

Crossuig the James river into Nausemond, 
he stopped at the house of the aged Cope- 
land, whose single ear attested what he had 
lost and suffered tor the feith, in Boston, forty 
years before. On the 10th of the Second 
month, 1699, he visited the Chickahominy 
village, of eleven wigwams, on Pamunkey 
neck, and then went one mile, to the house 
of a son of the distinguished William Clay- 
borne, for many years secretary of the 
Colony, Two weeks later he preaches at 
the house of a Baptist minister in Yorktown, 
and from thence ti-avels to Pocoson, where 
he found a large congregation, and was enter- 
tained by Thomas Nichols and wife, the 
latt«i, he aays, m his journal, "though a 
nmlattfl b> extraction yet not too tawny 
toi the dmne light ot the Lord Jesus 
Chu-t At Kecoughtiu, now Hampton, 
he tained with Geoige Walker, whose wife 
was tlie daughtei' of the once not«d Quaker 
preacher, Gfeorge Keith. 

A second visitation was made by Story, in 
A.D. 1705. On the 26tli of the Fourth 
month he was at Wiliiamsburgh, conversing 
with Governor Nicholson upon the reason- 
ableness of " all people that are of opinion 
that they ought to pay their preachers pay- 
ing tlieir own, and not exacting pay from 
others who do not employ nor hear them." 
Two days afterward he called at the house 
I of Miles Cary, Secretary of Warwiok 
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county. Ou the SUi of the Seventh month 
his traveling coinpaniou, Joseph Glai^tci, 
had a discuesiou with Andrew Mi>nro a 
Scotch clergyman, at the mansion of CJolonel 
Bridges, at the south side of the James 
river. The weather bdng hot, Monio, who 
was an elderly man, hecame so feint and 
weary as scarcely to be heard ; at length he 
called for a pipe of tobacco and a tankard 
of ale, and soon, on his part, the diiM;u"sion 
" ended in drink and smoke." 

Five days afterwards James Burtell, the 
French clergyman, came to the house of 
Thomas Jordan, a county judge, to hold 
a public discussion with Story, as t« the 
baptism intended in the words of Jesus 
Christ: "Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." 

Burtell affirmed that water baptism only 
was commanded. Story argued that the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost was intended. 
"I grant," said the latter, "the apostles 
could not baptize with the Holy Ghost at 
their own pleasure, when and whom and 
where they would, in their own wills, as your 
ministers can and do administer what they 
call, and have taught you, Christ's baptism; 
but that the apostles could not instrument- 
ally baptize witli the Holy Ghost, I 
deny." « * « * ^j ^jj^g same time he re- 
ferred to the text, "Go ye into all the world 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned." And that this was not water 
baptism plainly appearcth, for Jesus said : 
" John truly baptizeth with water, but ye 
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence." 

Story, also, declared that the baptism 
here spoken of was coiitrardjstinguished 
from John's baptism, and could only be 
administered by the powei- of the Holy 
Ghost, co-working in them, with them, and 
by them. 

These discussions caused the people to 
" search the Scriptures," and those eiergy- 



iiien who did not iay stress upon the power 
of the Holy Spirit liad but few hearers. 

Blair, amid all of tlie distractions within 
hiR own branch of the Church, and the con- 
tioveisies caused by the presence of Friends' 
preathera, was studious and feithful in his 
sei-mons. At a Convention of the Episco- 
pal clergj', m A.d. 1719, held at Williams- 
burgh, the question ivas considered, whethev 
the Commieeaiy had ever been Episcopally 
ordained? A majority voted that they had 
MO evidence of the fact. The men who 
placed themselves on record upon this 
point, were Pownal, Seagood, Emanuel 
Jones, Lewis Latan6, Bartholomew Yatea, 
John Skaife, Hugh Jones, John Worden, 
John Bagge, James Falconer, Alexander 
Scott, and Ralph Eowker. 

Yate~s was one of tlie most devoted cler- 
gymen in tlie Colony. Ordained at Ful- 
ham, by the Bishop of London, in A.d. 1710, 
he arrived in Virginia, and became the 
minister of Christ Church parish, in Mid- 
dlesex county. He was chosen Professor of 
Divinity in William and Mary College, but 
still continued rector of his old parish, until 
July 26th, 1734, the day of his death. Not 
far from the Rappahannock river, in a 
deserted churchyard, is now seen the stone 
over bis remtuns, erected by his parishioners, 
and the inscription thereon states tliat he 
was a tender husband, indulgent fatlier, 
gentle master, and that " he explained his 
doctrine by his practice, and taught an<! 
led the way to heaven." 

Lewis Latan6, another respected minister, 
came to the Colony about the year 1700, 
and for twenty-three years preached in 
South Faiiiham parish, Essex county. 

Emanuel Jones, of Petworth, Gloucester 
county, arrived the same time as Latan6, 
and was a tutor of the college, 

Skiufe, who had been a curate in Cani- 
bridgeshii'C and Bedfordshire, came to Vir- 
ginia, in 1708, and for many years had the 
charge of the parish of Stratton Major, in 
King and Queen county, and was one of the 
trustees of the college. 

Bagge had been a curate in the die- 
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eese of Liainore, and in 1709 came to tlie 
Colony. 

Hugh J'oiies arrived in Maryland 1698 ; 
about 1703 was eiecte<I Froiessor of Matlie- 
maties in William and Mary College. Iii 
1724 there was publishetl at Loudon a 
duodecimo of one hundred and fifty pages, 
with the title, "The Present State of Vir- 
ginia, and Short View of Majylaad and 
North Carolina. By Rev. Hugh Jones, 
A.M., Chaplain to the Honorable Assembly, 
and late Miuist«i' at Jamestown, Virginia." 

The book contains the fiiUowing descrip- 
tion of tlie mode of worship during the tei'm 
of Comnaissary Blair, 

" In several I'espeets the clergy ai'e obliged 
to omit or alter parts of the Liturgy, and 
deviate from the strict cbscipiiue, to avoid 
giving ofiense, or else to prevent absurdities 
and jnconeistencira. Thus surplices disused 
there for a long time in most churches, by 
bad examples, carelessness and indulgence, 
are now beginning to be brought into fash- 
ion, not without difficulty; and in some 
parishes where the people have been used to 
receive the communion in their seats, a 
custom introduced for opportunity for such 
at! were inclined to presbytery to receive the 
sacrament sitting, it ia not so easy a matter 
to bring them to the Lord's table, decently. 

At the time of this publication, the college 
at Williamshurgh is described aS " without 
a chapel, without a scholarship, without a 
stjitnte." On the 28th of June, 1732, the 
College chapel was opened by President 
Blair, preaching a sermon from Proverbs 
xxii, 6. " Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he mil not 
depart from it." A year later the founda- 
tion for tlie President's house was laid, the 
President and each of the feeulty laying 
one of the first five bricks. 

About the year 1700 the African popu- 
lation began to hicrease. Governor Nich- 
olson writes in July of that year, that 
negroes were bringing " fi'om twenty-eight 
to thirty guineas a head," and adds, " I 
believe two thousand would sell." In 1712 



the Governor of Virginia announced that 
one-half of the population cajwible of bear- 
ing arms a 
dentured si 

In the Legislature of 1722-23 a law 
relative to suffi^ge was passed, which caused 
some discussion. 

For ahnoat a half century after the set- 
tlement at Jamestown universal suffi-age 
prevailed, but in 1653 it was limited to " all 
housekeepers, freeholders, leaseholders or 
tenants," but two years after univeraal 
suffrage was restored, with the proviso that 
tiie vot^ were to be given by subscription 
instead of nva voee, and the Act was pre- 
feced with a preamble stating that the 
Assembly conceivetl " it something hard 
and unagreeable to reason that any persons 
shall pay taxes ivnd have no votes in elec- 
tion." 

Alter the restoration of monarchy in 
England, and the return of Sir William 
Berkeley to the governorship, suffi.-age was 
again restricted to freeholders and house- 
holders. The preamble of the Act of 1670 
is in these words : — 

" Whei'eas the usual way of choosing bur- 
gesses by the votes of all persons, who, 
having served their time, are freemen ; who 
having little interest in this country, do 
oftener make tumults at the election, than by 
making choice of fit persons, and whereas 
the laws of England grant a voice in such 
elections oidy to such as by their estates, 
real or personal, have interest enough to tie 
them to the endeavor of the public good ;" 
then followed the, restrictive clause, already 



In a few yeai-s the republican feeling was 
sti'engthened by Bacon and others, and in 
1676 the restrictive clause was revoked, and 
universal sufirage again became the law of 
the land. 

Eight years pass, and in 1684 it is again 
enacted that none but freeholders should 
exercise the right of suffrage. It was not 
until more than a hundred years after the 
meeting of the first legislative assembly that 
any effort was made tp prevent the voting 
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of IndiaiiR or free negroes. Tlie A.ssembly 
of 1722-23, however, enacted that " no fre« 
negro, mulatto, or Indian whatsoever shall 
have any vote at the election of burgesses or 
any other election whatsoever." As required , 
the statutes passed by this Assembly were 
j^ent over to England tor approval by the 
Commissioners of Tratle and Plantation c, 
and they were refei-red to their attorney, 
Kichard West, afterward Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland, for examination. He reported 
atlvei'sely to the restrictive suffrage, using 
this langu^;e, " I cannot see why one free- 
man should be used worse than another, 
merely upon account of his complexion." 

But, notwithstanding the opinion of the 
jurist, the Commiseioners allowed the law 
to exist. When George Mason drew the 
hrst Declaration of Eights in America, 
which was adopted by the Virginia Conven- 
tion in June, 1776, as pai-t of tlieir first 
Constitution, he reincorporated the idea 
set forth in the Suffrage Law of 1656, that 
it was "something hard and unagreeable to 
reason that any persons shall pay taxes and 
have no votes in election." 

The sixth Article of the Declaration of 
Eights wss in these words : — 

"That elections of members to serve as 
representatives of the people iu the Legis- 
latui-e ought to he free, and tliat all men 
having sufficient evidence of pei'maneut, 
common interest with, and attachment to, 
the community, have the right of suffrage, 
and cannot be taxed or deprived of their 
property for public uses without tlieir own 
consent, or that of their representative so 
elected, nor hound by any law to wiiich 



they have not iu like manner assented, for 
the common good." 

Amid all the distractions of an active 
liffe, Coiuniiasary Blau- found time to pre- 
pare one hundred and seventeen discourses 
he sermon on the Mount, which were 
first published in London, in five octavo 
volumes. Dr. Doddridge, the Scripture ex- 
positor, pronounced it the best commentary 
on the fitUi, aixtli and seventh chapters of 
Matthew extant, and adds: — 

"He appears to have been a pei'sou of 
the utmost candor, and has solicitously 
avoided all unkind and contemptuous re- 
flections on his brethren. He has an excel- 
lent way of briofjing down criticism to com- 
mon capaeities, and has discovered a vast 
knowledge of Scripture, iu the application 
of them." A second edition of the work 
appeared in 1740, in tour volumes, with a 
pi'efece by Bishop Waterland. 

George WhitfieM, in Ids Diary, under 
date of 15th of December, 1740, writes: 

"Paid my respects to Mi". Blair, Comniis- 
soiy of Virginia. His discoiirse was 
savory, such as tended to tlie use of ediJy- 
ing. He received me with joy, asked me 
to preacli, and wished my stay were 
longer." 

In 1743, after a ministry in Virginia of 
more than fifty years, he died, having 
proved himself an "emeritus miles," by 
" enduring hardness as a good soldiei' of 
Chi-ist." 

His son John, lived to see the independ- 
ence of the United States of America, and 
to be one of the first judges of the Supreme 
Court, appointed by President Washington. 
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LIFE AND TIMES OF JONATHAN 

Jouatlian Boucher was one of the best 
representatives of the colonial dergy, from 
the period succeeding the defeat of Brad- 
dock until the colonies (JeeJared theiii6elv<s 
free and indepeudent States. 

He waa born on the 12th of March, 1738, 
at Blencogo, in Cumberland county, Eng- 
land, While completing his education in 
madiematics, under the direction of a Rev, 
Mr. Riteon, who lived at Workington, near 
the mouth of the Derwent, he received an 
appoinl-ment as private tutor in the family 
of Captain Dixon, who lived on the Rap- 
pahannock river. 

In July, 1759, he reached his d^tiiiation 
at Port Royal. In his autobiogi-aphy he 
writ«s ; " Being hospit-able, as well as 
wealthy. Captain Dixon's house was much 
resorted to, but chiefly by toddy-driukiiig 
company. Port Royal was chiefly in- 
liabited by lactora from Scotland, and their 
dependents, and the circumjacent countiy 
by planters in geJieral, in middling circum- 
stances. There was not a literary man, for 
aught I eould find, nearer than in the 
country I ha<l just left, nor were Hterai-y 
attainments, beyond mei'ely reaflingor writ- 
ing, at all in vogue." 

In A.D, 1761, he wan unexpectedly asked 
to enter the ministry. A Rev, Mr, Giberne, 
who lived on the north side of the Rappa- 
hannock, opposite Port Royal, about to 
marry a rich widow in Richmond county, 
resigned his pariah, and the vestry ai-ked 
him to fill the vacancy. He went to London, 
was ordained by Bishop Osbaldiston, and in 
Jnly, 1762, became the reotiu- of the parish 
in King George county, and preached at 
Leeds. In less than six montlis he waa 
(-ailed to a parish near Port R()yal, in Ciii'o- 
line county, made vaeant by the death of 
the Rev. Thonias Dawson, Commissary of 
Vi^nia, which he accepted. 
In the spring of 1763 he moved to this 
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new field of labor, and remained i-evcn 
years. Here he established a boarding 
school in his own house, and at one time 
had thirty pnpila. Among his pupils 
John Parke Custis, the stefwon of 
General Washingtuii. "This," says he, "laid 
the foundation of a very particular intimacy 
and fi-iendship, which lasted till we finally 
separateil, nevei- to unite again, on our 
taking diflfei-ent sides in the late troiibles. 

" Mr, Washington was the second of five 
sons, of parents distinguislied neither for 
their i-ank, nor fortune. Lawrence, their 
son, became a soldier, and went on 
the expedition to Carthagena, where, getting 
into some scrape with a bi-other ofGcer, it 
was s^aid he did not acyuit himself quite so 
well as he ought, and so sold out, 

George, who, like most people there- 
abouts at that time, had no othej;' educa- 
tion than reading, writing and accounts, 
which he was taught by a convict servant, 
whom his father boiight for a schoolmas- 
ter, first set out in the world as Surveyor 
of Orange County, an appointment of 
about half the vabie of a Virginia Rectory, 
perhaps XlOO y a 
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true, an 1 1 t t th a, n 

He publ 1 d h J nal wl 1 V 
ginia, at 1 a t d w n him n d ul 

* * * At B ad 1 k d feat d 
every ^ul q t occaa n th gh t tl 
war, he q tted 1 If h th 
same mann a ny j dgi nt h 1 
since d<. 1 ntly b t gieatly I 
did km M Wa.1 gt wli 

* * He hy le t te n 1 an 1 u 
tious. * 11 11 acte 1 
is regula t mpe ate tr tly j t a 1 
honest, and, as I always thpijght, religious, 
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having heretofore been pretty constant, 
suid even exemplary in hie attendance on 
public worship in the Church of Englaad. 
But he seems to have nothing genei'oua or 
affectionate in his nature. Juat betbre 
the close of the last war he man-ietl the 
\vidow Custis, and thus came into the poy- 
sesbion of hei laige pintme He iifter 
had any childien and lived veiy uuth 
like a gentleman it Mount Vernon ii 
Faiifax County wheie tlie most distiu 
guiahed piit of his thaiactei wnf- thiC ho 
was an ailmiiable faimei 

This estimate ol Washingtun ftom a 
'lory canuowbepeiused withcompl'vcpn(,\ 
smce the world ha= long ago decHred — 

" He was a man; take him for all in all, 
I shall not look upon his like again." 

The French charges! that Waahington, 
under excitement, fired upon JumoDville, 
the French commander, while he was 
bearing a flag of truce. De Villiers!, in 
his report of Washington's surrender at 
Fort Nectsaity, wrote — 

"We made the English consmt to si^i 
that they had ownwiftaforf my bioUt&i ' In 
tlie articles of agreement it is so wiitten 
In 1756, these facts weie biought to light 
by William Livmgbton, of New Jei«ey 
lud no doubt lauaed some ciitiuani md 
ndicule of Washington 

Bouthei in one of his -eimoiih gne a 
pictuie of thi, bald md desolate appe ii 
ante of the paiish chuiche^ tt the period 
of tlie Re\olution He lemaiks. Oiii 
thuiches in gencial aie ordinary and mean 
buildings, composed of wood, without 
-piles or towers, or steeples or bells, and 
plated, for the most put, like those of our 
lemotest ancestors in Great Britain, in 
letiied and aohtaiy spot^, and contiguous 
to springs Ol wells Within them, thei'e 
16 rarely even an attempt to introduce any 
omamenls, it is almost o& uncommon to 
find a church that haa any communion 
plate, as it is in Fughmd to find one that 
hae not'; ia both Virginia and Maiyhuid, 



there are not six organs; the Psalmody is 
everywhere ordinary and mean, and in 
not a few places there is none." 

Unlike Blair, he had iio sympathy, with 
Whitfield and his followers. Davies, more 
than his ccjual in eloquence, scholarship and 
spiritnality, afterward President of Prince- 
ton he looked down upi. n is a common di^ 
-tenter He used e\ery meai s to pievent 
the gi vth i 1 IK nfoimity and m one of 
his sermonb regrets its intiea'^e md stated 
tlat tbiity yeai-s a,o theie was not i. dis 
stntmg c nf,rej,ation in Vnginia while 
then there weie eleven ministers uid each 
witli fioiii two to foui c^ngref^ationa 

In huj autobiography he reinaik I 
attributed much of my success in this (keep- 
ing down noncontbrmists), to my avoiding 
all disputation with their ministers, whom 
I spoke of as beneath such condescension, on 
the score of their ignorance and their impu- 
dence. And when one of them publicly chal- 
lenged meto a public debat Id In Itl t 
at the same time set up o Dan 1 Ba ks lal 
a carpenter in my pari 1 wl had \ 

fiont a id a voluble tin u anl 1 n 
therefoie I <a.sily ijuahh^d t If th p 
poBLUt, (S he effeitually 1 ! And I u 
still peisuided thit this method, of treating 
the pieicheis witli well ]udged ridicule and 
contempt and their followers with gentle 
ne&s, ppisuiaion, and attention, is a good 

Upon tilt, -ubject of Afiii-ftn slwciy, 
he htld the views of Heni), Jettci-son and 
Washington Destitute of moral cowardice, 
in 176? he pieached a sermon, m which he 
remarked — 

"Were an impartial and comprehensive 
observer of the state of society in these 
Middle Colonies asked whence it happened 
that Vii-ginia and Maryland, which were the 
first planted, &jid are superior to many colo- 
nies, and inferior to none in point of every 
natural advantage, are still so exceedingly 
behind most of the other British Ameri- 
can Provinces, in all those improvements 
which bring credit and consequence to a 
country? he would answer: They are 
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li" lie lau e tl y e uH vatf 1 i y Uv« 
I bel eve t capai le ot de nou. t «t o 
thate cejtUenoney teiatwi ! e taj 
man has n the j ope ty of 1 sla^e? i 
wonld be for evflr) raaa s ite *t tl it 
there were lave, -^n 1 for tl { li 

reaion 1 eua the f e hi o of a f ee 
man wh is regula ly hired a d | d io 
tl e wo k whicl he loes s u the e d 
cheaper tl an the exto -te 1 eye e v oi a ' 
lave Some loss and u nveu eu w 1 1 
no loubt anse f m the gene 1 dbo) t on 
of sliverj \ the Colon es I ut we e t lone 
gradually, with judgment and good tem- 
per, I have never yet seen it satisfactorily 
proved that such injury would lie either 
great or lasting." 

During Boucher's residence in Caroline 
County, he manifested an interest for the 
slaves, and on the Slst of March, 1766, 
Easter Monday, baptized three hundred 
and thii'teen n^-o adults, and preaehed to 
upwards of a thousand. He, moreover, 
employed two or three intelligent Wacka 
to teach tlie children on Sunday aiiemoons. 
In time, twenty or thirty were able to vise 
the Prayer-book at the Sunday services, 
aud thirteen became communicants. 

Calm and fearless in manner, logical 
and intellectual ia his discourses, he suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the entire respect of 
the planters among whom he resided, 
one of his sermons he states that " he had 
lived among them more than seven years, 
as minister, in such harmony as to have 
had no disagreement with any man, even 
for a day." While in Virginia, he was inti- 
mate with the Rev. James Maury or Marye, 
a clergyman, of French parentage, bom at 
sea, ti-ained in England, educated in 
Ameiica, and settled iu Albemarle county. 
At Mauiy's request, he wrote a poem, which 
was well received, on the dispute between 
the Clergy and the Assembly of Virginia, 
relative to the injustice of the act allowing 
two pence a pound to be paid Instead of the 
16,000 pounds of tobacco in kind, due as 
salary of a parish minister. 

In 1770, he left Virginia, to become 



Rector of the chdfch at Ajinapolis, the 
capital of Maryland, and took with him his 
pupil, John Parke Custis, the step-sou of 
Washington. 

The State House now used by the legisla- 
tui-e of Maryland had not then been erected, 
and the church edifice was in a dilapidated 
condition, while the town boasted a hand- 
some tlieater, in which Hallam and others 
played, built on land owned by the church. 
To stimulate his parishioners to the erection 
of a new church, he published, soon afW- he 
became the Rector of St. Anne's, in the 
Maryland Gazette, a poetical epiritle, ad- 



respeetaile inlmhit' 
humble peliUon of 



' To tJie very worUiy and 
awts of Annapolis, the 
the old Ghureh shewetk . 

A portion of this 



s follows : 



' That late in Century the last, 
By private bounty, here were placed 
My sacred walls, and the' iu truth 
Their stile and manner be uncouth, 
Yet whilst no structure met mine eye 
That even with myself could vie, 
A goodly edifice, I seemed, 
And pride of all St. Anne's was deemed. 
How changed the times ! for now all round 
Unnumbered stately piles abound, 
All better built and looking down 
On one quit* antiquated gi'own : 
Left unrepaired, to time a pi'ey, 
I feel my vitals fast decay ; 
And often have I heard it said 
That some good people are afraid 
L^ I should tumble, on their head. 
Of which, indeed, this seems a proof. 
They seldom come beneath my roof. 

Here iu Annapolis, alone, 
God has the meanest house in town. 
The premises considered, I, 
With humble confidence, rely. 
That, Phcenix like, I soon shall rise, 
From my own ashes, to the skies ; 
Your mite, at least, that you will pay, 
Aud your petitioner shall pray," 



coy Google 



„ Google 



